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If the Kurdish peace sticks—ard at le^st 
it looks more like doing so than the 
previous attempts at a icit^emeiit—it will 
make Iraq’s constitution uninuc in the 
Middle Eas:. Iraq will be virtuallv two 
nations, Artb and Kurd. But the \iOslen. 
faith links the two peoples of different 
language and lace. And, as Sunni 
Moslems, the Kurds will bolster the 
Baathlsts’ Sunni leadership, reasserting a 
Sunni majority over :hose Arabs who arc 
Shii Moslems. 

The Kurds—some 1.5 million people 
out of Iraq’s total population of 9 million 
—will have administrative autonomy in 
all areas where they predominate ; but 
Baghdad will deal with such matters as 
oil and development. Thus it should not be 
beyond human wit to apportion respon¬ 
sibility at Kirkuk, Iraq’s major oilneld, 
should the Kurds prove thc<: claim to 
outnumber other people living there. At 
present they do not do so, since bo many 
Kurds were driven out of the district 
during their nine years in revolt. Nor has 
it ever been established that they did in 
the past, outnumber the local /Vrabs and 
Assyrians. But the Kurds are to be 
repatriated before a census !s taken. 

The Kurds have won a gieat victory 
in obtaining their right to autonomy and 
also—by, reportedly, a secret treaty—to 
retain their own militia. What openly 


accepted is that their heavy arms and rheir 
radio station are not to be hanH.d over 
until all u; clauses of their agree¬ 
ment with Baghdad are in force. Their 
Icacer, Mullah Mustapha Bai-zani, who 
has 'vanrily welcomed the agreement, 
needs to keep his miHt^ry apparatus 
intact both as a guarantee tor the settle¬ 
ment and to carr\ iiis soldiers with 
him along the unfamiliar road to peace. 

It may stdl he a road full of obstacles. 
The test "vf an enduring settlement may 
well be in the Baghdad government's 
ability to associate Kurds in practice as 
well as theory in all policy-making 
decisions. Only so cun -he two nations 
coalesce. There remains the more distant 
question of whether the project, if 
successful, will give ideas to the other 
million Kurds, in Turkey, Syria and 
ran. In Syria they appear a* be assimi¬ 
lated and in Turkey, where they are 
known as “Mountain Tuiks," have 
caused no con^'crn for many years. But 
the Iranian Kurds have been helping 
their brothers in revolt in Iraq and some 
have bitter-sweet menoiies of their 
own brief period of Russian-aided auto¬ 
nomy in 1946. 
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Kurdish New Year meeting in Sulaytnaniyah The Assistant Secretary of the Arab 

Socialist Ba'th Party Regional Command, Saddam Husayn and the Kurdish Democratic 

Party Political Bureau member Dr. Mahmud All Uthman on 21st March attended a 

festival in Sula 3 rmaniyah on the occasion of the New Year. The Governor of Sulaymaniyah 

made a speech stressing the importance of uniting to expel the Zionists from the Holy 

Land of ^lestine. Barzani's representative, Shafiq Ahmad, then made a speech calling 

for the strengthening of national unity and Arab-Kurdish brotherhood to combat the 

intriguers and divisionists, the servants of international imperialism. Speeches were 

also made on behalf of the Arab Bath Party and the delegations of Iraqi jurists and the 

Kurdish organisations. (Ba^ad in Arabic 15. 00 GMT 21.3.70) 

* / 

Kimiish relations witii communists Kurdish Democratic Party Secretary Dr. Mahi/ud 
uthman has stressed that the peaceful solution will increase prospects of co-operation 
with the Iraqi Communist Party. He e^qpressed the hope that talks with various parties and 
national forces wcxild form the nucleus of the anticipated front (Iraqi News Agency in 
Arabic 10.10 GMT 22.3.70). The Iraqi Communist Party Central Command Secretary 
Aziz al-Hajj has sent a cable to the Arab Bath Socialist Party National and Regional 
Commands praising the agreement on the Kurdish question. The Central Command is a 
splinter group which broke away from the Communist Party after the June 1967 war 
(Iraqi News Agency in Arabic 10.15 GMT 22.3.70). 

Kurdish visitors to Hillah The Ba'th Party Regional Command member Salah Umar 

Democratic Party Political Bureau member Muhammad Mahmud 
Abd ar-Rahman and Idris Mustafa Barzani arrived in Hillah on 23rd March. A mass 
rally was later held near the Hillah Governorate building and the visitors attended a 
banquet given by the Governor of Hillah Khalis al-Aballi. All and his party returned 
to Baghdad the same day. ^Baghdad in Arabic 17,00 GMT 23.3.70) 

Bulgar^ delegation in Syria A Bulgarian delegation led by the Chairman of the 
Bulgarian Friendship Committee for Cultural Relations arrived in Damascus on 22nd 
March on a one-week visit to Syria. (Damascus in Arabic 05.15 GMT 23.3.70) 

^Isonera in Saudi Arabia (Excerpt) Damascus: The Arabian Peninsula People's Uhion 
has received three handwritten letters from prisoners e3q)laining the terror and savage 
treatment the honest prisoners are suffering under the autocratic Saudi regime.. These 
letters denounced the US Intelligence's role in the Arabian Peninsula and the sav^e and 
immoral actions against the detainees and prisoners and their families. The letters 
also gave the names of Saudi reactionaries dealing with the US btelligence and described 
their formation of committees for torture and terrorism... (Syrian Arab News Agency 
in Arabic 13.45 GMT 23.3.70) ^ ^ ^ 





message to King Hasan Crown Prince Hasan left Amman for Rabat 


arch with a message from King Husayn to King 
GMT 23.3.70) 
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Abbas Zaki's arrival in Kuwait On 23rd March the UAR Economy and Foreign 

in Kuwait on a four-day official visit 
accompanied by a three-man delegation. (Kuwait in Arabic 17.00 GMT 23.3.70) 

Kuwaiti offic e in Bahrain A Kuwaiti Government office will be opened in Bahrain to pi 

exchange of diplomatic representation at embassy level i^>on c<Mnpletion < 
the scheduled withdrawal of British forces from the Gulf in 1971.. (Iraqi News Agency 
Arabic 11.50 GMT 23.3.70) 
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Aaiiaih operations (Abstract of Palestine Armed Struggle Command statements) Asifah 
ittacked an enemy patrcd in the Zawr Abdullah area and killed its members. Asifah 


Group 611 attacked a vehicle park and barracks in the Sirhanah area in the Golan Heights 
vitfa rockets and other weapcMis. The enemy suffered heavy casualties. Asifah Group 
557 attacked a vehicle park and troop centre in the Tall as-Sindiys^ah area in the Golan 
Hei^its with heavy rockets. A number of vehicles were destroyed. ("Voice of Fatah" 
in Arabic 18.30 GMT 23.3.70) 


"Voice of Fatah" 
(18.30 GMT) on 



amme 23rd Mych The "Voice of Fatah" programme in Arabic 
arch urged Hebron workers to refuse employment by '*the enemy"; 
praised ^Chinese support for the "Arab revolution"; warned against Israeli plans to make 
Jerusalem a Jewish city by opening youth clubs and places of entertainment todivert young 
Arabs from the path of revolution; and welcomed the expression of support for the 
Palestinian fight for Arab rights by the Khartoum conference of Arab intellectuals. 
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Arab Radio Comment 23.3.70 


Ill 


ALGERIA 20.00 GMT: The attempted coiq> in the Congo (Brazzaville). 
IRAQ 19.00 GMT: Intrigues by US Intelligence. 

4 

JORDAN 19.00 GMT: Islamic Foreign Ministers’ Conference. 
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LIBYA 

I 

SYRIA 


: Importance of the Libyan revolution. 

i 

(repeated 19.15 GMT): The Karamah anniversary 


TUNISIA '12.00 GMT: Progress in Tunisia on the occasion of the independence ^ 
anniversary. ^ * * '■ 




lU. 





UAR 12.30 GMT: Sami Hasan Sirri on US aid to Israel. 18.30 GMT ("We and the 
World"): (1) Rogers’s statement on the aircraft decision; '^(ii) contradictions in Israeli ' 
official statements. - i ■ i* ^ •- 

y i\ 'i-TC( - -O'! di 

"Vofoe Of ttis jtr abs" (Cairo) 11.30 GMT: Abd al-Fattah al-AfUsvi on US aid to Israel. 

sm'vlce"): Abd al*Fattab al**Adawi on the increase in Palestinian 
resistanod. ' 16.20 (^i; ("Coaversatioii with a44atener!’):. Israeli propaganda lies. 

dlt^ ("Arabian Peninsula"): Ismat Ibrahim on the Arab oil conference recommend - 
atidns. lO.OOGMT: Sa'd Ghazid on Rogers's statement on the question of aircraft for 
Israel (see above). 
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Muhynmad All Haytham's toy The Southern Yemeni delegation, led by Muhammad AU 
Haytham, the Premier, concluded his official visit to Lttiya on 2Srd March and left for 
Cairo (IJtayan News Agency in Arabic 10.30 GMT 23.3.70). President Nasir received 


iT--, 


I 



iHewifida'l or^lsation 


uhammad All Haytham and his delegation on 23rd March (Cairo in Arabic 20.00 (BIT 

23.3.70). 

ah' on communist m fida'ta^ ’ (Text) Baghdad; 

knsarAHi- Thawr : Hie decision by 

certain Arab communist parties to participate in fida'i action is in response to the thature 
attitude of the Arab Left in completely rejecting the Zionist presence and all its illegit¬ 
imate offspring. This is a good decision and we hope the rest of the Arab communist 
parties will follow suit, because this is the correct basis to build an Arab communist 
movement capable of understanding thorough and interacting with the concepts of the Arab 
revolution. (Iraqi News Agency in Arabic 09.35 GMT 23.3.70) 
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SYRIA 12.15 GMT (repeated 19.15 GMT): Visit by the Arab Socialist Union 
delegation to consoll^te unity. _ 

UAR 12.30 GMT: Abd al-Fattah Hilal on failure of US campaign to deceive Arab^^ 
public over its relations with Israel. 18.30 GMT ("We and the WcMrld"); (i) USv 1 0 

strategy in Middle and Far East of creating local conflicts; (11) Eban's interview 
in 'Jewish Chronicle' of 27th March on the US statement on the Phantom aircraft. > > 


'Voice of the Arabs" (Cairo) 
political support for Israel. 


11.30 GMT: Salah as Suwayfi on US economic 
14.15 GMT ("Palestine Service"); Increasing 
strength of Palestine Resistance. 15.15 GMT ("People in Sinai"): Review of 
the Prophet's struggle against non-beUevers. 16.20 GMT ("Conversation wi 
a Listener"): Need for Arab information media to praise Arab steadfastness. 
17.00 GMT ("Arabian Peninsula"); Mubarak Ahmad hbibarak on recent visit to 
Somalia by UAR Minister of National Guidance. 18.00 GMT: Muhammad Abu 
al-Futuh on US and Israeli efforts to obtain a cease-fire. 



"Ma^i 


ib Service" (Cairo) 21.30 GMT: Adil Antar on US support for Israel in 


ng for a cease-fire and arms supply limitation. 


Reports in Brief 


Soviet naval delegation's visit to Syria (Text) The Chief of State and Premier. 

Dr. Nur ad-Uln Al-Atasi, received ^mlral Sysoyev, Commander of the Soviet i 
Fleet in the Black Sea, at 19.00 today. The admiral was accompanied by a 
number of Soviet naval officers. The meeting was attended by the Soviet 
Ambassador in Damascus,'NureddlnMukhltdliiov, i.Ths Defence Minister, ^ ^ * 

Air-Marshal HafU al-Asiad^ had received the Soviet dele^dion at 16.00 today, i 
This meeting was attended by the Syrian Chief of Staff and First Deputy Defence 
Minister, Maj-Gen. Mustafa Talas, the Soviet Ambassador and the Soviet Military 
Attache. (Damascus in Arabic 19.15 GMT 27.3. 70) 

Bakr's visit to Baghdad airport President Ahmad Hasan al-Bakr on 25th March 
inspected a Soviet lL-62 aircraft at Baghdad international airport. (Baghdad 
in Arabic 15.00 GMT 25.3.70) 


j 






Ban on arms for Kurds 
banning I’esh 


The Kurdish Democratic Party has issued a statement 
rga in the northern region from carrying arms. (Baghdad in 


Arabic 05.00 GMT 25.3.70) 


Kurdish visit to Diyala 
KrfyTSgionarCoi 


Taha al-Jazrawi, member of the Socialist Arab Ba'th 


nmand, and a delegation of the Kurdish Democratic Party 
including Nuri Shawish and Nafiz Jalal, on 27th March visited Diyala Province. 
Speaking at a rally there, Jazrawi said that the democratic settlement of the 
idirdish question was not a reconciliation between two nationalities but an agree¬ 
ment involving all elements of the Iraqi people. He added that the Socialist Arab 
Ba'th Party and the Kurdish Democratic Party would hold seminars in various 
parts of the country as an expression of their solidarity. (Baghdad in Arabic 
11.30 GMT 27.3.70) 



Situation in N Iraq The Ministry of the Interior has finished preparing a Pensioned 

of people killed in the incidents in the North. A large number 
of irregular forces in the northern region have been released, and administrative 
changes in the region have taken place to implement the llth March statement. 

A population census will take place in the nordiem provinces in the autumn. 

(Ir^ News Agency in Arabic 09.35 GMT 27.3.70) 
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Arab Radio Comment 25,3,70 

JORDAN 19.00 GMT: Israeli defiance of international law. 

LIBYA 13.00 GMT: The nature of neo-imperialism. 

SAUDI ARABIA 18.00 GMT; Zionist barbarism in Palestine. 

SYRIA 12.15 GMT (repeated 19.15 GMT): US financial aid to Israel. 

UAR 12.30 GMT: Abd al-Fattah Hilal on US aid to Israel. 18.30 GMT (''We and 
Ow^orld’*): Ambiguity of statement by William Rogers. 

"Voice of the Arabs'* (Cairo) 11.30 GMT: Abd al-Fattah al-Adawi on US aid for Israel. 

l4. l6 (^^^(’'Paresfine Sendee"): Samir Abd at-Tawwab on the PLO's memorandum to 
the Jiddah conference. 15.15 GMT ("People in Sinai"); Israeli efforts to remove the 
inhabitants of Sinai. 16. 20 GMT ("Conversation with a Listener"): US technical aid to 
Israel. 17.00 GMT ("Arabian Peninsula"): Sayyid Uways on US siqpport for Israel. 
18.00 GMT; Hilmi al-Buluk on US aid to Israel. 

"Myhrib Service" (Cairo) 21. 30 GMT: The Libyan Foreign Minister's speech at the 
Jidd^ conference. 


Arab Radio Comment 26.3.70 

IRAQ 19.00 GMT; The need for Arab unity to stqp civil war in Lebanon. 

JORDAN 19.00 GMT: Rifa’i's speech at the Jiddah conference. 

LE BANON 18.00 GMT: Appeal for respect for agreements and avoidance of dissension 
fsee above). ‘ 

SAUDI ARABIA 18.00 GMT: The Jiddah conference communique. ' 

SYRIA 12.15 GMT (repeated 19.15 GMT): Developments in Lebanon. 

I 

UAR 12. 30 GMT: Muhammad Sharaf on Nasir's statement to the National Assembly. 

18 30 GMT ("Spotlight on World Problems"): (i) US aid to Israel; (ii) Nasir's statement 
to the National Assembly. 

"Voice of the Arabs" (Cairo) 11.30 GMT: Abd al-Fattah al-Adawi on Nasir's statement 
to the National Assembly. 14.15 GMT ("Palestine Service"): All Musa on Israeli plans 
to drive the Arabs out of the occupied territory. 16.20 GMT ("Conversation with a 
Listener"): UAR determination to defend the homeland. 17.00 GMT ("Arabian 
Peninsula"): Nasir's statement to the National Assembly. 18.00 GMT: Hilmi al-Buluk 
on US aid to Israel. ‘ 

1 

^T daghrib Service" (Cairo) 21.30 CR4T: Adil Antar on the Libyan occupation of the 
Br itish base at Tobr uk. 

1 

• I , ‘ - 

Arab RaAo Comment 27.3.70 ’ ' ' ^ 

* # 

JORDAN 19.00 GMT ("The World in a Week"): Middle East developments and the US- 
Soviet struggle for influence in the area, the Rogers-Dobrynin talks as a means of cutting 
down Soviet aid to Arabs and ensuring Israeli supericn*ity, and France's role in inter¬ 
national affairs. 

LIBYA 13.00 GMT: Arab unity and socialism. 

MOROCCO 20. 30 GMT: Zionist crimes and violation of Islamic holy places. 
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B26 KURDISH BAN Oil CARRY INQ ARMS 






CIRAQl NEWS ACENCY) IRBIL: THE KURDISTAN! DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
NIQHT ISSUED A STATEMENT LAST NIQHT FORBIDDINQ PESHMERQAS 
CED. KURDISH SOLDIERS) AND KURDISH CITIZENS IN THE NORTHERN 
TO CARRY ARMS. 


THE KURDISTAN I DEMOCRATIC PARTY LAST 


REQION 


THE STATEMENT SAYS THAT NOW THAT PEACE AND STABILITY HAVE BEEN 

RESTORED AND THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT HAS APPROVED THE NATIONAL 
RIGHTS OF THE KURDS ON THE BASIS OF AUTONOMY, AND IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH MUSTAFA BARZANl'S STATEMENT A FEW DAYS AGO, WE HAVE DECIDED 
TO BAN THE CARRYING OF ARMS BY THE PESHMERGA AND CITIZENS. 

ANYONE CONTRAVENING THE BAN WILL RECEIVE THE SEVEREST PUNISHMENT 
FROM THE GOVERNMENT. 


END BBC MON 12 07 2^/3 JM 
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The agreement# reached hetw 
Iraq.! government and Kurdish le^i 
welcomed hy the Soviet Union and 
of articles expressing satisfaction with 
this development appeared in the press. I 
attach a copy of one hy lavestia’s commentator 
Kudryavtsev, who was recently in Iraq, which 
seems to sum up Soviet reaction. 


(N. H. Livingston) 


C.L.Q. Mallahy, Bsq, , 

Eastern European and Soviet Department, 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 

London, S.W. 1. 



c.c. Chancery, Baghdad, 

Teheran. 
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Marcih 23, 1970 


REPUBLIC- ARABS AND KURDS 


V, Kudryavtsev 


liarch 


n, 1970, will go 
remember, • This 


ill go down in the histoty of nipdern Iraq 
:.s a day to remember. • This day saw the signing .of an agreement 
cr. a peacefujl settlement of. the Kurdish problem which has been 
ar.e cause ofj a 9-year fratricidal war betv/een the Arabs and 
l-'urds. It was marvellous to be present in the towns and 
villages of Iraq and fe'el/the joy of the people in connection 
ith this iAIportant event .There._were demonstrations and 
.. eevings of piany thousands of people everywhere, and speeches 
•.vere made by- the leaders of the republic and representatives 
:d the Kurd JpoP^l^’tion,' including two sons of Ti/Pustafa; Barzani, 
leader of the Democratic Party of Kurdistan, Ahd this, if one 
is to take into acco-unt the traditions of the Orient, was 
av expression of the profound trust iin the agreement. This was 
symbol of the beKinnihK of a serious reduction in the 


r.e 
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e present 
joy of the 


ana 


and speeches 


t • 


symbol of the beginning of a serious reduction 
ntagonism which had accumulated over many years'. 


j'or three days Ir 


..ne 

and 


S? 


celebrated the establishment of 
■oeace. In all the towns of Middle 




long-awaited domestic peace, In all the towns of Middle 
Southern Iraq one could see Kurds in the military -uniform 
national detachmients of “peshmerga" who felt themselves 
1-iledgedj citizens af the binational republic. The public 
araed the signing of the agreement as a truly notev;crthy event. 


the military -uniform 
" who felt themselves 
epublic. The public 
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do 


Ihe same assessment, with a view to futufe development 
fered by the agreement, is made by progressive forces out- 
da Iraq, Recalling the history of Iraq and everything that 
1 country had to go through in the past few decades, one 
r. realise ithat from the viewpoint of ah Iraqi this event has. 
svoric significance, . And this assessment does not pale 
cause, as we were told by the Iraqis, a good deal off work 
3 s-ill tc be done to implement all the clauses in mhe ' 
cument, and this because imperialism and domestic reaPtlPii 


r.rinue 

■£._-r-3t 


the struggle fjor the 
xhe Iraqi revoliution. 


trump cards they are losing 
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up 
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Ihe happiness of t 
to understand beca 
has been no bed of 
-3 fertile land bet 
rates. There were 
hall not delve into 
cicTi of that fermi 


// ^ 




3ign or xnax rcrmi 
he Arab Caliphates - 
liked under the Mo 
t across her with h 
'i into a backward 


e people of Iraq Is particularly 
se the country's historical develop- 
roses. There has been many a conqueror 
een the two great rivers—the Tigris and 
any who fought to possess Mesopotamia, 
the history of Assyria and Babylonia, 
able conqueror—the Persian KingJCyrus, 
hen. Mesapotamia changed hands. She 
gol conquerors. The all-mighty Timur 
s troops, ' in the 17th century she 
nclave of the Osman Empire,< She was 
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■- prey co the English commercial 
urail to India. 


companies which “blazed 


Later, in the period of imperialism, r^Iesopotamia was 




object 
As it 
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v/nax was for those 
a railway laiovm in 
"Three B3‘'~i3erlin 
spoiled this drea 


contention betv^een British and. German imperial 

Empire launched 
project of building 
code name 


arched eastwards, the Kaiser 

times 


the 


litera 


tupendous 
under the 


o 




-Bosphorus—Baghdad. The First World V/ar 
of Kaiser Germany, . And Britain which sent 

to canture Mesoootamia. sacrificed 


an army of 400,000 strong to capture Mesopotamia, 

.many human lives and spent a sum of 150 million pounds 
sterling, which was quite fantastic in those days. 


in 

130,000 AraSs and Kurds participated 
against British imperialism in 1920.' Together they 
their blood for freedom and independence. The uprising was 


in the uprising 

shed 


- U 


suppressed not so much by the British occupation army of 
,300 strong as by the cunning policy of the colonialists 
who^fanned jup national (by instigating Arabs against the 
Kurds) and religious (Arabs are mostly Shiites, and the Kurds are 
pri.marily Sunnites) feuds. There is hardly any need to say 
tr.E'c the imperialists whipped up tribal contradictions in 
■■..u-y, to weaken both the Arabs and Kurds, 


every 


And 



though under 
xd u.ue to [the 
movement a 
kingdom of 
poisonous sfeeds 
felt unt 
eye on Iraqi, 
the TJSA occ'ixpied the 

.i 


the 




of the defeat of the Nazis 


vigorous ■ grov/th of the national-liberation 


ong the Afro-Asian peoples, 
Nashimites in Iraq came to 


the 


calledi mandate 


Iraq ca 

of national and 


but th 


recently, 
her oil 


SO' 

e to an end, 

religious dissent halve been 
The imperialists also kept a 
and stra,tegic positions after 
Lebanon)! .and Britain occupied 

the republic, 

ng comes tic reaction, they managed, in 1961, to s 
a fratricidal v/ar betv/een the Arabs and Kurds, a war!which 
has ended oiily nov/, in I'ilarch 1970. Prom 1961 onwards, all 
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foundation in 


over- 

their own selfish 

the North 




♦ • 

rong sociHl 
for instanc(| 


issued "On i 
follov/ed by[ 
desire for t 

A 

frame' 




regimes which made 

proble 

ilitary operations in 
to maintain power without a really 
the-country. Such was the case, 
in 1962, when in March that year a deciree was 

the participants in the Kurd uprising", 

the existin/z government abdut the 


nnesty to 

statements 


by 




peaceful settlement, 


a frame-up i|o lure the ileaders of the 
movement into a trap, iThe result wdd 
v’ishers of independent 
bitterer and; bias 


ing govern 
Yet, all this was 
he ^urd na 
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merely 
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Mutual distrust' becjame STsn 
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Hr.sre was also a third happy party, imperialism, v;hich has 
al'..'a-^s coveted Iraqi oil and her strategic advantages, 

C-'-sre was one more statement on the desire for peaceful 
sc“tlement, in 1966, Yet, this too came to nought because 
01 resistance by reactionary domestic elements. The fratricidal 
• -continued and mutual distrust increased, ' And it was not 
before the revolution of July 17, 1968, which brought the Baath 
parxy to power, that a solution was mapped out to terminate 
military operations. The talks, vmich began three months ago, 
led to the conclusion of the agreement of March 11, 

This was a result of tremendous efforts on the part of all 
progressive forces in Iraq, especially the Communist Party, 
v.’hich in spite of the very difficult conditjons of working 
underground and the death of its finest representatives in 
jail and from executions, continued a courageous struggle for 
a peaceful settlement of the Kurd problem whioh impeded the 

opportunities for the country's development, a feature whioh 

served the interests of the imperialists and their servitors 
in The country. 



The Democratic Party of Kurdistan (DPK), founded on 
••.e amalgamation of several naxional- mocratic organisations 
in 1945^ from the very ^beginning of itr>->^. ^iqtence, came out 
for national autonomy v/ithin the fraruo-rork of a single 
Iraqi state; Separatism, which would weaken the anti- 
imperialist forces of the Iraqi pOople as a whole, was 
alien to the DPK. , 

I 

It v/ill be remembered that the Fourth Congress of 
The DPK in October 1959 adopted a programme calling for 
efforts to safeguard and consolidate Iraq as a bi-national 
iitate of Arabs and Kurds, and for the granting of national • 
autonomy to the Kurds within a single Iraq, Also typical 
of the stand taken . •by the DPK was the expulsion at the 
Sixth Congreiss in 1964 of former General Secretary Ibrahim 
Demoud and hiis supporters for their opposition to a peaceful 
settlement of the Kurdish issue, 
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■2he agr,eement; concluded on March 
put an end to the 
■-rac-ical 


x-ly 


economy, 


steos 
and 


;fratricidal 
field of the 


11-of this 
It also 


year, not 
aps out 

in tne field or tne ipolitical rights, the 
the culture of the peoples. The translation 
or tnese measures into life, Nikolai 
r.osygin said in their congratulatory, telegram fo 
President ani Prime-Minister of Iraq, Ahmed Hassan Bakr, 
•■'v:ill help strengthen national \mity and friendship hetwee 
the two fraternal peoples of the Iraqi Republic—the Arabs 


Podgorny -and Alexei 

the 


r.i Kurds 


> 


ox ansformations 


the successful implementation of socio-economic 

in the interests of the entire 


the 


-.raqi people , 
and well-being". 


in 
end the 


country in 
ehnancement 


of their living standards 


The agreement envisages the introduction of addenda Into 
rhe provisional Constitution of Iraq that the Iraqi people 
consist of tv^o main nationalities—Arabs and Kurds, 




The Consxitution confirms the national rights of the 
hurde and other minorities within the framev/ork of Iraqi 

:y v'the Kurds make upi 19 per cent of the Iraqi population), 
--li Kurdish language is jp'roclaimed as official, along with 
nrabic. One [of the country’s VicePresidents should be a Kurd, 
The Kurds will participate directly in legislative and 
executive bodies of the ioentral and local authorities. 


% 

G-reat attention is [paid in the agreement to problems 
31 culture and education} as a who-le. In Sulaimaniya, for 
instance, a Kurdish Univ|ersity has been set up, and a Kurdish 
faculty opened at the Institute of Philology; teaching in the 
rdish areas will be effected in the native tongue. 


T/* 


t 


at making 


-V, - 


Certain proposition'^ in the agreement ai 
ife of the people easier,, They concern the issuance of 
allowances to families of Kurds, who fell on the fields of, 
daixle; the return of Kurds'and Arabs to native landsi; special 
.^.dertakings on abolishing unemployment, and many other 
things. After a census is taken, it is planned to make 
changes in the administrative division in the north with 
tne prevalence of the Kurdish population in one or another 
area taken into consideration. Agreement has already been 
reached on the founding of a special Kurdish province. The 
: ational dignity of the Kurds is also not being hurt in the 
iwlutljn of such a complicated question as the future status 

uf the Kurdish'armed forces. Por instance, the irregular 
units of Kurdish patriots (peshmerga) remain in the capacity 
of a national guard, i ' ' ■ •' 
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The 


antion made,at the beginning of this artible on 
“ne harsh treaxment of Iraq by history is not accidental, 

130 simple and easy removing the negative effects 
accumulated I in the long history of this truly long 
country. But one of the main conditions for this 
removal .las been created, and it is now necessary to use it 
ably and paxiently for the consolidation of the bi-national 

id c e, 5 


It is not 

that have 
^ ^ ♦ 

suiierir.c 


In an interview vfith Soviet correspondents, one of 'the 
leaders of ithe Baath Barty, Mohammed Mu^ub, Governor of the 
Basra Province, assessing•the Revolution of July 17, 1968, 
observed that it liberated the Iraqi peasantry, i.e,, the 

ter part of the population, from the dominance of the 





feudal lords, and v/hat was mos-^ important, returned the 
their human dignity. 


The agreement of March 11 is of equally great importance, 

It, within the framework of the Iraqi Republic, returned liational 
dignity to the Kurds, which had been proudly borne by the: 
through all the years |of imperialist domination and the , 
sway of the local reaotionaries, 


* I 


matual distrust which Jis- 



In our conversation with Saddam Hussein Tikriti, 
Vice-President of the 'Council of Command of the Revolution, 
v/8, notably, realised that a search was being made for those 
measures which v;ould be tha.jpiost correct way in erasing that 

t up between the Arabs and Kurds 
over y-’ars and years, j We agreed v/ith him that this^ way lies 
through soclio-economiC| transi^ormations, which will raise the 

cultural sftandards of the people and, at the 
ompletely uproot the internal feudal and all 
perialist reactionary, forces, The latter forces 
who stir national and religious discord iji 

he Iraqi peoples and weaken the 
its enemies and ill-wishers. 


material an 
same time, 


otner pro- 
are the one 
:-.n effort' tb disunite 
jountry's resistance t 



The leaders of th^ Arabs and Kurds are well aware of this, 
■fter the signing of the agreement, Mustafa Barzani declared 
that the Democratic Party of Kurdistan fully supports the law 
on the agrarian reform!and t|ie distribution of land among the • 
peasants in the north of -Iraq,. Just like this is taking place 
in other areas of the .countryin order to free the peasantry 
fro.m feudal explo.tati^n, A lively discussion is also 
going on in Iraq on s,u0h a vital issue in this respect as the 
setting un of a National Front, a component part of which 

Kurdistan would become, i 


the Democratic Party o 
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It car. 'ce said without exaggeration that the implementa- 
of the agreement of March 11 will likewise he a strpng 
at lapBrialism and its agents inside Iraq and other 
countries, The Iraqi people will be able •uo concentrate 
t-'.exr efforts on the main task of the present stage, that of 
the common struggle of the Arab countries aga.inst the forces 

imperialism; for the liquidation of the consequences of the 
xsraeli aggression, which will undoubtedly facilitate the 
consolidation of unity of the Arab countries in this struggle. 


, -i> 


raise 


The peaceful settlement of the Kurd problem in Iraq W|ill 
the international prestige of xhe Iraqi Hepublic, and 
increase the strength of the national-liberation movement 
of the Afro-Asian peoples. Confirmation of this is the i 
assurance given by theiDPX leader,. Mustafa Barzani, thati the 

support their Arab brothers, "who are fighting for their 


Kurds 


motherland and for 


the 
I 


restoration of their usurped rights." 


^ w V ^ 


The prospects, opening up as a result of the peaceful 
lent, of internal progressive development and.a successful 
truggle ag£.inst the imperialists and their Israeli 
-.-relings have struck joy in the hearts of the Iraqis , brought 


tier, out in 
communities 
them feel 



great numbcijs 

for 


and, 


h 


neonles 

friends. 


inhabi 


srengt 

the 


^ int(o the squares of cities and rural 
the first tine after so many 


made 
the 


:ing 
Lcarnir.': on 


They do not forget their 


to put’an end to 
machinations of the i 

wherever v/e got 

days of liarqh. 




and possibilities of unity of all 
Iraqi Republic, 
he support of these friends, Iraq was 
ihe fratricidal war, caused by the 
erialist reactionaries, V/e,felt this 


together with the Iraqis in these significant 


(izvestia,..'.March 20, 
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Preskient Daker*s Press Conf er ence of 28th March 
(^) Baghdad home service in Arabic 17.00 GMT 28.3.70 





Excerpts from report: 


President Ahmad Hasan al-Bakr held an Important press conference today 
at the National Council. About 100 Arab and foreign journalists and representatives 
of the local press, the Iraqi News Agency, and the radio and television were present. 

Opening the press conference, the President said: ... Our country is now 
passing through a new phase - the phase of establishing foundations for national 
unity on the basis of fraternity and fateful ties between the Arab and the Kurdish 
nationalities. The 11th March statement was a decisive blow to the hopes of 
imperialism, Zionism and reaction. It was a great turning point not only with 
respect to our revolutionary procession in Iraq but to the fight of peoples in the 
entire area. The statement will enable Iraq to play a bigger and better role in 
the Arab and international fields. It will have positive effects on the balance of 
power in the Arab area... 

Before I answer your questions, I wish to state briefly which aricles of 
the historic 11th March statement have been implemented. The national 
Government dissolved the irregular force and received its arms and equipment. 

The Government then reconsidered the five-year plan for the next five years 
beginning this year to develop and reconstruct the area regrettably affected by 
the past circumstances, taking into consideration what has happei^ to the northern 
area in particular. 

Roads have been repaired and public utilities in the area have begun to revive 
economically. Local civil administrations have resumed their responsibilities. 

The Government has prepared a draft Retirement Law granting monthly salaries to 
the families of the martyrs Involved in the incidents in northern Iraq. Instructions 
have been issued to provinces and rectors of universities to reinstate students, who 
failed because of the incidents in the North, to their colleges, institutes, and school 
preparatory to normalisation of the situation in the area. 


I 

I 


The Revolution Command Council has prepared a draft of the new 
provisional Constitution which incorporates our Kurdish pec^le. The new 
Constitution will be announced soon. The Revolution Command Council has 
also prepared the draft Law on the National Council. The National Council will 
exercise certain legislative powers now exercised by the revolution Command 
Council. R will be formed of representatives of the two Parties and represent¬ 
atives of trade unions, federations, popular organisations and certain national 
elements. Vice-Presidents will be appointed soon and one (rf them will be a 
Kurd. A new Cabinet will be formed this week. The new Cabinet will include 
a number of our fraternal Kurds and certain national and patriotic elements in 
addition to the Ba'thist Ministers... 

(b) Baghdad home service in Arabic 04.00 GMT 29,3.70 

Excerpts from questions and answers part of press ccmference, read by announcer 

... Q. (Cairo'Al-Jumhuriyah'): PresidentNixonof the USA madeastateme 

at an unscheduled press conference at the end of last week in which he gain tint the 

USA would adopt a certain position should the balance of power in the Middle East 

change to Israel's disadvantage. What is Your Excellency's opinion about this 
stand? 
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A. I ask the questioner: Has not the USA already adopted this position? Do you 
believe it is restraining itself and is only working to maintain the balance between Israel 
and the other States ? What is the meaning o( the continuous and generous supply of US 
Phantoms and other offensive weapons to Israel?... 

Q. (Amman 'Ad-DIfa'): Lebanese reactionary forces are attempting to contain 
and obstruct flda'i action in Lebanon. What is Iraq's attitude to this, particularly in 
view of the resumption of clashes in Beirut in the past few days? 

A. We have often stated that fida'i action is one of the major guarantees for the 
liberation of Palestine and the other usurped Arab territory. We have stated that it is 
our duty and the duty of the liberated Arab States to protect and siq»port fida'i action. 
Therefore, we condemn any attempt to contain fida'i action or hamper its basic tasks. 

We call on all revolutionary farces to be alert with regard to the dangers to fida'i 
action from the plots of reaction and imperialism... 

Q. (Amman 'Akhbar al-Usbu’): Observers note that Your Excellency has no* 
participated in the summit conferences and that Iraq did not participate in the recent 
Islamic conference in Saudi Arabia. Why has the 17th July revolution taken this position? 

A. Iraq participated in the fifth Arab summit conference and the conferences of 
the front line Arab States. The seriousness of Iraq's participation does not depend on 
my heading the Iraqi delegation. Iraq submitted to the Rabat conference a positive, 
integral plan to confront the challenges and dangers to our nation from world imperialism. 
Our country's role in all the conferences in which we participated was effective and fruit¬ 
ful. We did not believe the Islamic conference would be useful to the Arab nation and to 

the Palestine cause. The results have proved the correctness of our evaluation. 

% 

Q. (Cairo ’Al-JUmhuriyahO: What is Iraq*s postti<Hi on the plots of imperialism 
and its ally - the Shah's Government - against the Arabian Gulf Amirates? 

A. One of the basic nationalist tasks of the 17th July revolution is to sui^xirt and 
protect the Arab cteracter of the Gulf Amirates. This should also be a basic task of all 
Arab Governments and the pq;>ular and national forces in the Arab homeland. 

Q. (Cairo 'Al-Ahram'): Will autonomous rule in the Kurdish areas be put into 
effect after the population census there or will it be applied first In the areas where there 
is a clear Kurdish majority? 

A. The Revolution Command Council's statement referred to a census In areas 
where there was a Kurdish majority. The statement also said that the exploitation of 
natural resources would be the responsibility of the Republic's authorities, since 
autonomous rule would operate within the framework of these Government authorities. 

The Governorate Law would be amended to conform with the contents of the 11th March 

statement. • • 

Q. (Agence France Presse): Can Your Excellency Indicate whether the army 
forces will be withdrawn from the area referred to in the 11th March statement? 

A. The presence and deployment of the Iraqi Armed Forces inside the country 
depends an the requirements of national defence and security against foreign dangers... 

Q, (Middle East News Agency); The statement on the settlement of the Kurdish 
problem has aroused the interest of the Arab and world public. The settlement is 
considered a positive step in the solution of side dlspikes. These side disputes divert 
attention from the real danger threatening the Arabs from Zionism and imperialism. 

The Arab masses, which have followed this statement with interest, want to know from 
Your Excellency to what extent the solution of the Kurdish problem will affect the 
development of the current battle with Israel? ^ 
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ADDRESSED TO FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE TELEGRAM NO 24? OF 
31ST MARCH 1970 REPEATED FOR INFORMATION ROUTINE TO TEHERAN, 
BAHRAIN (RESIDENCY AND AGENCY), BEIRUT, CAIRO, AMMAN, KUWAIT, 
JEDDA AND WASHINGTON. 

PRESIDENT BAKR GAVE AN UNPRECEDENTED PRESS CONFERENCE ON SATURDAY 
2BTH MARCH TO DESCRIBE PROGRESS MADE SO FAR IN IMPLEMENTING THE 
IITH MARCH MANIFESTO ABOUT A SETTLEMENT OF THE KURDISH SETTLEMENT 

/ND TO ANSWER QUESTIONS GENERALLY ON IRAQ'S FOREIGN POLICY. A 
member of MY STAFF ATTENDED BY INVITATION. 

2. IN HIS OPENING STATEMENT ABOUT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
KURDISH SETTLEMENT THE THREE MAJOR POINTS OF INTEREST WEREl 

A. THAT THE IRAQ GOVERNMENT HAD STARTED TO DISBAND THE IRREGULAR 

R:>RCES and to receive their arms and AMMUNITION. 

B. THAT THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND COUNCIL HAD COMPLETED THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL UNDER WHICH THE COUNCIL WOULD GRANT SOME 
OF ITS LEGISLATIVE POWERS TO A NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WHICH WOULD HAVE 

S>ECIFIC LEGISLATIVE POWERS COMPLEMENTING THOSE EXERCISED BY THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND COUNCIL. 

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WOULD COMPRISE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TWO 
POLITICAL PARTIES (BA'ATH AND KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY) AS WELL 
AS REPRESENTATIVES OF FEDERATIONS, TRADE UNIONS, POPULAR 
ORGANISATIONS AND CERTAIN NATIONAL ELEMENTS. 

C. THAT NEW MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS WOULD BE ANNOUNCED WITHIN 
THE WEEK. 

3. THE QUESTIONS FROM JOURNALISTS CAME IN THE MAIN FROM LEBANESE 
JORDANIAN, SYRIAN AND UAR NEWSPAPERS, AND THE MAJOR QUESTION 
UNDERLYING MANY OF THOSE POSED WAS THE FUTURE DEPLOYMENT OF THOSE 
lEMENTS OF THE IRAQI ARMY WHICH WOULD BE FREED FROM THEIR DUTIES 
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THE NORTH. THE PRESIDENT GAVE NO SPECIFIC ANSWER BUT SAID THAT 
THE SETTLEMENT OF THE KURDISH ISSUE WOULD OFFER THE ARMED FORCES 
GREATER OPPORTUNITY TO DISCHARGE THEIR DUTIES AGAINST THE ENEMIES 
(F THE IRAQI NATION, BOTH ZIONIST AND IMPERIALIST. 

4. IN A SINGLE REFERENCE TO THE TENTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
IRAB BA'ATH SOCIALIST PARTY THE PRESIDENT REVEALED THAT THE DRAFT 

SETTLEMENT OF THE KURDISH ISSUE AS EXPRESSED IN THE IITH MARCH 
MANIFESTO HAD BEEN APPROVED BY THE CONFERENCE. 

5. IN ANSWER TO A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ON THE ARAB GULF, NONE OF 
VHICH SPECIFICALLY REFERRED TO THE BAHRAIN/IRAN EXERCISE, THE 
PRESIDENT SAID »THE BOLSTERING AND PROTECTION OF THE ARAB CHARACTER 

OF THE GULF PRINCIPALITIES IS ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL TASKS OF THE 
ITTH JULY REVOLUTION. IT SHOULD ALSO BE ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL TASKS 
OF ALL GOVERNMENTS AND POPULAR AND DEMOCRATIC FORCES THROUGHOUT 
THE ARAB HOMELAND*. 

6. THERE WERE A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE 
PISH MERGA FORCES OF BARZANI AND THE POLITICAL FUTURE OF THE 
TALABANIST KURDS. THE PRESIDENT REITERATED THE GOVERNMENT'S 
DETERMINATION TO MERGE THE PISH MERGA WITH THE IRAQI ASMED’FORCES 
« FAR AS POSSIBLE AND DECLARED 'THE SETTLEMENT HADBEEN AT 
NOBODY'S EXPENSE. ALL IRREGULAR ARMED FORCES WERE TO BE LIQUIDATED. 

7. SINCE THE CONFERENCE, 12 MINISTERIAL CHANGES HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED 
AMONG THE 8 NEW MINISTERS APPOINTED ARE FIVE KURDS, WHOSE MOST 
IMPORTANT PORTFOLIOS AREi AGRICULTURE, WORKS AND HOUSING, AND 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NORTH. A NEW MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT HAS 
ALSO BEEN FORMED. 

8. THE PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE WAS HAILED IN THE LOCAL PRESS 
UDER THE BANNER HEADLINES 'SENSATIONAL REVELATIONS BY BAKR'. 

4 

THERE WAS NOTHING SENSATIONAL IN HIS STATEMENT OR IN HIS ANSWERS 
TO THE PREPARED QUESTIONS. ON THE ARAB GULF FOR INSTANCE THE 
ANSWER WAS NOTABLE MORE FOR ITS OMMISION THAN FOR ANYTHING HE SAID. 
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NEVERTHELESS HIS HANDLING OF THE OCCASION WAS SOMETHING OF A 
PERSONAL SUCCESS, AND HE CAREFULLY AVOIDED CRITICIZING 
IRAQ’S NEIGHBOURS. NOR WAS THERE ANY DIRECT CRITICISM OF 
OURSELVES. 

F.CO.O. PLEASE PASS ROUTINE TO CCAIRRO TEHERAN, BAHRAIN (RESIDENCY 
AND AGENCY), KUWAIT AND WASHINGTON. 


MR BALFOUR PAUL 

[REPE/lTED as requested] 

DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
AIU^B Dl’R'T. 
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09.00 GMT 25.3. 70 - 09.00 G 


29.3.70 


European Secur 
again accused in 




British and IJ8 ^'Obstructiprtlsm” Britain and the USA were 
nglisli-lar^ageSmd hotnp^ervice commentaries of assuming an 
"obstructionist** attitude towards the^wnv^ion of an all-European collective 
urity conference. Whereas a ye^irwo the USA's first reaction had been that 
pen rejection of the idea, the fpfxe ofp^lic opinion had forced Washington to 
nge its tactics: its policy imm^as to inoblge in all kinds of quiet obstructionism, 
he hope of delaying its cop^ntion, rather tmu^openly to oppose the conference, 
e balanced reduction o^^med forces*'was the ihiqst ploy in this game, which was 
devoid of a propaganca aspect. There were spechH^encies already in existence 
ch were competei^^ discuss makers such as this. too, while still 

about the coi^rence, had changed its sq)proach, for mK^overnment was now 
ing the idea^ound with so many reservations that a rejectmlKpf the proposal was 
only interp^ation that could be put on its attitude. * 

The New Gqi^ernment in Italy would produce no change in the conduct of the country's 
affairs, a 4iews commentator declared in a broadcast in Italian. The monopolies would 
continue to enjoy protection, regardless of the fact that the Italian oeonleJiad shown 
that they had no ronfirtenp^ jn a nQvrrnmvni if IIiIt “"fi'ir" 


Middle East Armed S tre 
service^ broadca^, 


In a commentary given wide circulation in external 
van Samuilovskiy accused Israel and the Zionists of making a 


terrific fiiss about the supply of Soviet arms to the UAR and of calmly ignoring the fact * 
that they were being 8iq>plied to the victims of aniression for self-defence. No mention 
was made of the categories of arms involved^x^uTa statement broadcast in Arabic, 

Dr. Shaflq al-Kamali, the Iraqi Minister wfm recently visited the Soviet Union, speaking 
of the settlement of the Kurdish question, said it would help to redistribute forces in 
the Middle East to achieve a better balance there. The military force which had been 
engaged in northern Iraq would go to Palestine to play an effective role there. * 

Soviet-Yugoslav Relations The 'New York Times', the 'Guardian* and some Italian 
newspapers were accused by German Mitkevi^ in a broadcast in Serbo-Croat of 
conducting a campaign to undermine Soviet-Xugoslav relations by attributing to the 
USSR complicity in "fantastic machinationr', including creating internal opposition in 
Yugoslavia. This was part of the We^^ love of sensationalism. Paul Hoffman had 
written of the growth of separatism h>^roatia and Slovenia; Victor Zorza about some 
kind of conspiracy by Yugoslav genprals; and the Italian pj^>er 'Borghese' had even 
asserted that Moscow had decide^o "liquidate Yugoslavia". This was not the first 
time Western prc^Mganda had yied to \q»et Sovtat-YbgoBlav relations: in 1968 tt was 
the mythical danger of a Sovjdl Invasion; DjUas's aiti-communist and anti-Soviet 
views had been representyias those of the Yugoslav people; and then last December ^ 
an effort was made to imply that Gromyko had been given a cold receiAion. * 


the 


rec 


GeneralStaff was reported to have arrived in the USSR 


gOMt 


I: 
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' details see ^mendices 







/»MO/i 


n - gASTIR N EUROPE 
00,00 OlfT 25,3.70 - 14.00 GlIT 28,3.70 

Eaat-Wajt German Belationg The need for Boon's recognition of the OSSB as an equal 
sovirel^ Mate under Uternatlonal law was a dominant theme In broadcasts and agency 

transmissions from Eastern Germany during the period under review. A Deutschland- 
sender commentary (25. 3,70), entitled "Berlin is the Csq>ttal of the Sovereign GDR", 
argued that four-Power responsibility for the city had en^d with "the violations of the 
Potsdam Agreement by the three Western Powers", Hence West Berlin was the only 
territory "on and ami^t the GDR territory" for which "there exists four-Power respons¬ 
ibility". Contrary to this legal position, the three Western Powers still "adhered to the 
fiction that they continue to have a right of occupation in West Berlin" and had even 
allowed the Federal Republic to "misuse West ^rlin for a policy of provocations". 

Peace in Europe demanded an absolute end to such misuse ^ West Berlin by West 
German imperialists*. On 25th March^ 'Neues Deutschland' - according to ADN 
(25.3.70) - demanded the "disappearance" of the Allied Travel Office in West Berlin*, 
but following its suspension the same paper - again according to ADN (28.3.70) - 
described the Western move as "a long overdue and yet half-hearted and grudging 
retreat"; to demand a "reward" from the socialist States was "effrontery"**. An 
East German radio commentator (27.3.70) ridiculed the recent remark by Scheel, the 
West German Foreign Minister, that the "special relationship" envisaged by Bonn for 
the two German States was something like the bonds of the Commonwealth. Surely it 
was obvious that the "special relations" of the Commonwealth were merehf a new version 
of colonialism, a new form of British political, ideological and economic expansion in her 
former possessions. Such an arrangement might suit Bonn but tt would not suit the GDR **. 

Czechoslovakia Although the new Soviet-Czechoslovak treaty (EE/3336/C/9) was the 
iuEfect of two commentaries during the period under review, no details of its provision 
were contained in any monitored materiaL A Tvorba' article, broadcast in full by 
Prague radio (26, 3.70), explained that the new treaty "will enshrine the level of 
Czechoslovak-Soviet relations achieved during the post-war period" and provide for 
"a higher level of mutual co-operation". It would also comprise "the relevant conclusions 
of the Bratislava Declaration •,, of August 1968 and the results of the international con¬ 
ference of communist parties of June 1969, touching upon the international obligation of 
the socialist countries in the defence of socialist achievements"*. A commentary in 
Prague radio's transmission for Czechoslovaks abroad (28.3.70) stated that "it was the 
changed situation in the world which demanded a new treaty". It was "in the iikerest of 
Czechoslovakia to have her lawful frontiers permar.ently safeguarded and the achievements 
of socialist construction preserved. That is the main reason why a new treaty is being 
prepared and not the validity of the old one extended". The new treaty would be "an 
important contribution to the security not only of the CSSR but also of the entire socialist 
community*’**. 

There have again been many attacks on politicians and public figures of 1968. 'Vecerni 
Praha* on 25th March - according to CTK (25.3* 70) - devoted an article to the argument 
that Bohumil Simon, formerly Leading Secretary of the Prague City Committee of the 
CPCz, was responsible for splitting the Party organisation and very largely responsible 
for calling the Vysocany Congress*. The same paper on the following day - accordii^ to 
CTK (26.3.70) - held Zdenek Silhan guilty of forming an opposition within the Party and 
grossly insulting the USSR and Its iaternationalist pc^cy*. The Bratislava 'Pravda* •. 
according to CTK (27.3*70) - attacked the role of 'the cuttoral group within the Party", 
notably Cisar, Goldstuacker, Hoffmeister and Helge*. Khrel Janik's regular Prague 
radio feature "We Know You Now!" on 2ah March dealt with Smrkovaky, in a manner not 
only criticising his politics but also impugning his honesty**. Another Prague radio 
commentary (28. 3.70) attacked the "intellectual pseudo-poUticians who, in their desire 
to revise Marx and Lenin, have now reached quite openly^i-Soviet positions". People 
like Pellkan, Svitak, Hejslar, Sik and Goldstuecker were not only 'Ingratiating them¬ 
selves .., with t)ielr masters" but were making common cause with po6t-1048 emigres: 
"HeJzUr with Tl^d, Goldstuecker with Egon Hostovsky"**. 
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NEW FUONT rOI? THE KURDS 

EXPECTATIONS THAT IP^Q. as a result of In- i-idinn 
vf the Kuniisii war. will strengthen its forces deolc'cd 
aga'nst Isruo!. arc now likely tc be quicki, fuinl'cc'.' It 
is true that, in the past. agreen:onts bctv.oen the <raq 
Government anu tne Kurds have broken down, but this 
tiirt the entry' of five Kurds Into the n«nviy tonnjd Iraqi 
Cabinet seems to have set the seel on the settlement. 
The Kurds have got the regional au’onomv and the due 
representation in the central government for which they 
have fought so bravely and suTered so cruelly for 10 years. 


RK€hv 

RtClSTX 




But it is a good wind that blows nobody i'l. and Israel 
will suffer from whatever increase i.i stability may now 
be achieved by the notoriously volatile Iraqi State, 20,000 
of whose best troepa were Lied dow i by the Kurdish war. 
Iraq already has about 1?,0C0 men in Jordan and 6,000 
in Syria. A report from Amman that the number in 
Jordan is to be increased ry 3.0JC seems credible. If it 
is true that Kurdish ir.o.gular forces are also to be sent 
there, these, judging by the past performance, mav well 
be more troublesome to Israel ihuji the regulars. Probobly 
the main sufferer however will be King Hussein. His 
authority, prcst'ge and frerdem of action in the overt of 
posaibilitics for ri.iing the Arab lsracli war cannot but be 
reduced as z result. He is drawn further into the murky 
Tcaelstrom of Trrq' politics. Ir.iq, wei! away from the 
firing line, never sui>s''nucd to the cease-fire and is all 
for wagmg the war ty the biner end. 
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Libya)firmly believes that any kind of Arab bloc, be it political, economic or otherwise, is always 

^ ?tter than disunity and individuality of which the Arab nation has been suffering during its long 

\ 

struggle. I believe that the difference in government systems in Arab countries must not pre¬ 
occupy us away from our fateful goals, and must not be a hinderance to our getting together in 
our battle against Zionism , or in our liberation from economic subservience, especially where 

our oil wealth is concerned.*')• 

-Settlement of the royalties expensing problem between the companies and Arab governments, 
which has brought the producer governments an additional royalty of 10 cents per barrel. 

-The entry of the UAR into the oil industry as a potential exporter. 


} 


NASSER PRAISES KURD,ACCORD IN IRA 


Barzani's B ief Comment On Iranian Kurds 



bdel Nasser of the UAR yesterday praised the Iraqi-Kurdish agreement, 
Ahmed Hassan A1 Bakr. which was broadcast both by RADIO BAGHDAD 


and RADIO CAIRO. 


road of national 


Iraq”, "providing a gigantic support to the Pan-Arab struggle .. Against the Arabs* real ene¬ 
my represented in the alliance jbptween racialist Zionism and international imperialism.” 

Barzani.M ulla Mustafa Barzani, the Kurdish insurgent leader, has said that the Kurdish 
Democratic Party had nothing to do with the Iranian Kurds. He was speaking in an inteznriew 
with INA, his second since the Kurdish declaration was made on March 11th. 

He was asked to comment on the "reationary regime of the Shah, which is subservient to 
imperialism,” Barzani was quoted as saying that the Iranian regime's "connections and commi^' 


i 


ments were known to all.” 


elaborate, and apparently avoided making 


of the Shah and of the Iranian regime. (More on Pages 9ft1D). 



1 

1 


POLL ON LEBANESE PRESIDENCY REPORTED 


Lebanon 


Beirut‘'s AL NAHAR has reported the results of 6. poll on the Lebanese presidential camp¬ 
aign, and said that it will produce such a poll once every month until the new President is ele¬ 
cted next summer. 

In this months poll, the paper said that 953 persons were questioned in Beirut, its suburbs, 


Tripolit Zahle, Jbeil 


results showed that former President General 


hab was still leading as the main candidate, followed by former President Camille Chamoun. 


received 25i50ii of the votes, and Chamoun 22.19^ 


Raymond 


3 ^ 


Maurice Gemayel, of the Phalangist Party, received 5.6^ 


and Pierre Gemayel, the Phalangist leader and Public Works Minister,5.4?^. 


Military Or Civilian. Eightyfive percent said they preferred that the President be a civilian, 
while 11.4?^ said they preferred a military man. As many as 77.2% said they preferred to have 
the President elected directly by the people, instead of by Parliament as is the case now. Also, 
73.4% said that they preferred that the election be free of the regulation that the President sh¬ 
ould beloi^ to a certain confession. Under the National Covenant of 1943, the President is al^ 

I 

ays a Maronite Christian. , 

One paper, AL SHAAB, pro-UAR, today challenged AL NAHAR's poll and condemned it 
as "fake.” ' 


The. Arab World 
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^\ag Damascus with Homs. A communique by Fatah, quoted by "Voice of A1 Asifa", and 
this morninff bv several newsoaoers here, said that at 7:20 o.m. Sunday, seyeral ene 


Lebanese border 


to drop paratroppers but the attempt was foiled by Fatah commandos. 

-Monday morning, the Israelis claimed that their commandos crossed the Syrian territory, 
and blew up two’ gun posts and a road bridge linking two yillages from where commandos alleg-' 
edly operated. The Syrians denied the claim. At 2 p.m., the Israelis shelled the Lebanese yi¬ 


llages of Rachaya el Foukhar and Kfar Hamam. 


The Israelis claimed they shelled commando po¬ 


sitions across the Hasbani in Lebanese territory. 


SUEZ CANAL FIGHTING. Egyptian fighter planes yesterday intercepted 12 enemy planes 
which tried to raid Egyptian positions in the Suez Canal area and shot down one of them, a Cairo 
spokesman announced. The Israelis denied the claim, and said they were the ones who.sl.ot do¬ 


wn an Egyptian plane. 

AL AHRAM this morning bannered a description of the air battle, and talked about how the 

UAR fighters chased tie enemy planes and stopped them from carrying out their mission. 

* * * 


LEBANON'S POSITION EXPLAINED. The Lebanese Minister of Information, Mr Osman 
Dana, yesterday said that Lebanon could not be held responsible for action carried out by the 
commandos, and emphasis ed that Lebanon continued to abide by the 1949 Armistice Agreement 
with Israel. 

The Minister explained Lebanon's position at a press conference here. He said that it is 
Israel and not Lebanon that is x*esponsible for the continued presence here of some 300,000 Pal¬ 
estinian refugees because Israel continued to refuse to allow them to return to their homeland. 

Mr Dana also said thkt Lebanon rejected the Israeli offer of conclusion of peace with Lebanon, 
because Lebanon wae in solidarity with the other Arab states and because peace cannot be concl¬ 
uded while the Israelis continued to occupy Arab territory. He charged that the Israeli state- ^ 
meats about peace were only meant to mislead world public opinion. 


' KURDS JOIN BAGHDAD-SPONSORED COMMANDO GROUP Iraq 

I 

I 

4 

Irafr^i Kurds have joined the Bajjhdad-based commando group, the Arab Liberation Front 
i (ALF) and have in fact taken part in several operations against the Israeli enemy. 

This was reported this morning by Baghdad's AL THAWRA, which speaks for the ruling 
Baath Party which sponsors" the ALF. The paper disclosed what it described as "this secret" 

1 in covering the ceremony held at a camp near Baghdad for the "graduation" of new members of 
I the ALF. It did not say, however, whether the new members of the ALF included Kurds. 

1 Before the graduation, the new ALF members engaged in military exercises. The ceremony 
1 was attended by Shibli A1 Aisami, Assistant Secretary General of the Pan-Arab Command of the 
1 Baath Party, which is in direct charge of the ALF, and by an army representative, Col. Adnan 
I Ahmed A1 Jobouri. 

1 In a statement to AL THAWRA, Mr A1 Aisami, who ds a Syrian and second in command in ' 

1 i 

the Pan-Arab leadership to Secretary General Michel Aflak, "hailed the desire by our brothers, 

the Kurds, to join the commando action," This, Mr Aisami, whose statements were also repro- 

I ^ 

I 


i 
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/ 


•^ced by BAGHDAD RADIO, was evidence that ’’Arab and Kurdish guns will now be directed at 
liie common enemy. Zionism and imperialism,” 

(The news that Kui^s have joined the ALF came to confirm certain reports which said that 
the Baathist regime was planning to have ”Saladdin Horsemen”, or some of them, join the ALF'. 
”Horsemen” were originally recruited by the Baathists themselves in 1963, when the Baathists ’ 

were in power in Ir^aq the first time, from pro-Government Kurdish tribesmen to fight the Kurd- 

) 

ish insurgents under Mulla Musfeifa Barzani. At one time, the Horsemen were said to number as 
many as 10,000. A secret provision in the Kurdish-Government agreement announced last March 
11th, was said to call for dissolution of the "Horsemen.” This Kurdish force had during years 
of fighting on side of the Iraqi army in the north acquired considerable experience in guerrilla 
warfare). 


Talabani. Jalal Talabani, v/ho had led the anti-Barzani faction among Kurdish intellectuals, 
yesterday sent a cable to President Ahmed Hassan A1 Bakr expressing full support to the March 
11th Declaration for settlement of the Kurdish problem. 

Support to the Declaration also came from AL NOUAR, the Baghdad daily published by the 
Talabani group. 


NIXON«S DECISION ON ARMS TO ISRAEL DUE THIS WEEK 
U.S. ENVOY HERE IN WASHINGTON FOR CONSULTATION 


U.S. 

Policy 




Most Arab newspapers today gave wide coverage to dieWIute House anncr.ncement in Washi*- 
ngton yesterday that President Richard Nixon will announce later this week his decision on , 
whether to provide Israel with additional weapons, especially Phantom fighter-bombers, or not. 
The announcement, the reports said, will be made by the State Department. 

There had been conflicting speculations as to the decision reached by the U.S. President. 
Earlier, some reports said that Nixon will give Israel the arms. A CBS report over the week-- 
end said that Israel will not get the arms. Interest was heightened by the recall to Tul Aviv of, 
the Israeli Ambassador to Washington, Ytzhak Rabin, for consultations. Rabin has now gone 
back to Washington for what he described in a statement to newsmen "hard barr.aining." 

Cairo' s AL AHRAM yesterday reported that Nixon will give Israel the v'eapbns., but that 
an official announcement to this effect would be avoided. Syrian papers, as quoted by DAMA¬ 
SCUS RADIO, today repeated the Cairo report (see also Page 6). 


i 




Porter For Washington. Meanwhile. Beirut's AL NAHAR reported that Mr Dwight Porter, 


the U.S. Ambassador here, left yesterday for Washington. The paper quoted unidentified diplq- 
matic sources as saying that the State Department wanted to hold consultations with Ambassador 
Porter on the Middle East situation in general and abqpt the recent Israeli threats to Lebanon in 
particular. The paper said the U.S. Embassy here would not say how long Mr Porter would be 
gone, but that informed source said that the visit will last two weeks. 

(At his press conference yesterday, Ixiformation Minister Osman Dana was asked about re¬ 
ports that the U.S. had given Lebanon assurances against Israeli threats aimed at Lebanon. The 
Minister referred the questioner to the Lebanese Foreign Minister, but emphasized that the as¬ 
surances for Lebanon spring from the Lebanese people themselves. Originally, reports about, 
the U.S. assurances came from AL NAHAR). 
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IRAQI ARMY WILL NOT LEAVE FIRELINES feEFORE 
ISRAEL IS “ROOTED OUT". COMMENT DECLARES 


Army 

Commandos 


The Iraqi forces will not leave the frontlines until Israel is “rooted out.“ The emphasis 
came in the course of an editorial yesterday by Baghdad's semi-official AL JUMHOURIA. The 
paper was commenting on the declaration for settlement of the Kurdish proUam, and on the gra- 

' I* 

duation of new members of the Arab Liberation Front (ALF), the commando group sponsored by 
the Baghdad-based Pan-Arab Command of the Baath Fhrty. 

The paper wrote: “The peaceful and democratic solution of the Kurdish problem allows our 
gallant army to devote itself entirely to its pan-Arab duties for liberation of the occupied terr¬ 
itory. Our contingents will not leave the firelines before the imperialist base (Israel) has been 
rooted out.“ 

(This appears to be the first Iraqi reply to statements made by Syrian leaders recently al¬ 
leging that Iraq was withdrawing troops from the Eastern Front —see our bulletin yesterday). 

ALF. AL JUMHOURIA continued that the ALF graduates will now join the other forces in 
the frontlines to participate along with the Iraqi army in the liberation struggle “against impe¬ 
rialism, and its base, Israel." 

It will be recalled that the graduation ceremony was held Monday at a camp outside Baghdad, 
and was attended by Mr Chibli A1 Aiscuni, Assistant Secretary General of the Pan-Arab Com- 
mand of the Baath Party. It will also be recalled that Baghdad's AL THAWRA has revealed th- 


Kurds have 


paper quoted Mr Aisami as .warmly 


piraising 


opocrr brothers, the Kurds, in joining the commando movement" (see our bulletin of March 17th) 

KURDISH QUESTION. But the attention of Iraq axxl its media continued to be focussed alm¬ 
ost entirely on the settlement of the Kurdish question: 

Editorially, AL THAWRA, which speaks for the ruling Baath Party, has urged the Iraqi 
masses to keep up their vigilance against what the paper described as “imperialist and react¬ 
ionary attempts" to undermine the settlement of the Kurdish problem. It said that past exper¬ 
ience has shown that “imperialist plots" against Iraq usually follow a big achievement by the 

[ ational government. 

The paper made a particular warning against rumours, and said that the rumours are spr- 

1 

ad by imperialist quarters “to create the proper psychological atmosphere for staging suspi- 
ious moves." The paper did not say what these moves could be. 

Yesterday, also, Baghdad press editorials were concentrate^ on the formation of the 9- 
man committee for implementation of the March 11th declaration on the Kurdish question. They 
offered this as evidence that the Government was serious in implementing the promises in the 
dec la ration. 


? 

Aid To Rawanduz. According to AL JUMHOURIA, the Iraqi Government has decided to al- 
ocate 3 million dinars —(o^e dinar is a little more than a sterling pound)— for implementation 
>f economic, industrial, and agricultural projects, and for reconstruction plans in the Rawanduz 

I 

irea. This was the main scene of fighting during the past years between the Kurdish insurgents 

I nd the Iraqi army. 

Under one of the projects, a new and modern city will be established to house Kurds whose 

omes had been destroyed during the fighting, the paper said. 

# « » 
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SUMMARY 


1. . Both parties declare the settlement announced on 

11 March to be final., (Paragraph 1) 

2. The Ba'athlst regime took some time to evolve a more 

positive approach to the iOirdlsh problem' than their 
svmdry predecessors over the ten years of intermltteht 
fightlagl (Paragraph 2). 

3. Negotiations began in earnest late in 1969 and ran into 

the expected difficulties but breakdown was avoided by 
the two leading figures accepting an incomplete 
compromise. (Paragraphs 3 and 4). 

4. The outcome( which was formally not an Agreement but a 

Declaration by the B.C.G*, deals adequately with the 

easier problems but is obscure on the major onest such 

as the sharing of power at the centre, the future of 

Barzani^s 2Q,000 irregulars, the disposal of the rt'^pA falabaqist 

partisans, the meaning of '*autonomy'' and the future 

status of the Kurdish Democratic Party and of Barsani 
himself. Its Chairman. There is very probably an 
unpublished protocol. (Paragraphs 5 - 7^ 

3. Implementation is entrusted formally to a Joint 

CosnltCee (whose membership Is unimpressive) but the 
gradiMl removal of mutual distrust is the greater 
problem. (Paragraph 8). 

6, The Soviet Covernment certainly played a role In the 

settlement but It# extent is uncertain. (Paragraph 9)» 


7. If the pmolflcatlon of the Kurds proves effective, where 

will the at hist s direct the nervous energy released? 
Bsinforoement of the "Eastern Command"? troubl# ma king 
In Persian Kurdistan? Kuwait? or just general 
preparation for the future confrontation with Iran In 
the flulf? (Paragraphs 10 - 12). 

8, ought of oohrse to use the opportunity to cultivate 

llietr own garden, the Kurdish kailyard In particular* 




confidential 




But will they? Increased internal self-confidence 
should have at least some heneficial consequences, 
(Paragraphs 13 - 14). 


On halance, the 
for all of us - 


settlement is 
if it sticks. 


probably a good thing 

(Paragraphic). 



* ^ 



BRITISH EMBASSY, 

BA GHDAD. 

27 March 1970 



CONFIDENTIAL 


Sir, 

As already reported by telegram, the Iraqi Government and the 
Kurds of Iraq led by Mullah Mustafa Barzani state that the 
Revolutionary Command Council’s declaration of the 11th of I4arch 
represents the achievement of a peaceful and democratic settlement 
of the Kurdish problem and has put an end to the Kurdish revolt 
against the central government vnhich has gone on spasmodically since 
1961. In this despatch I have the honour to submit some observations 
on the nature of this settlement, on the likelihood of its effective 
implementation, and on its implications for Iraq's policies elsewhere. 
2. The Ba'athist Government, which came to power in July 1968, did 
not for some time show any sign of having better ideas on how to 
deal with the Kurds than those they had when they were previously in 
power in 1963 or those which other Iraqi governments had applied in 
the interim. In brief, these were to contain so far as they were 
able the extent of the area controlled by the Kurds under B4ullah 
Mustafa Barzani and therefore outside the control of the government 
in Baghdad, and to weaken him by a combination of military and 
political pressure exerted latterly through his Kurdish rival, 

Jalal Talabani, whom the government supported with money and arms. 
More recently, however, the Government gave effect to certain of the 
proposals for the settlemeat of the problem which were put forward 
by Abdul Rahman al Bazzaz when he was Prime Minister in 1966. 

The Right Honourable /Thus 

Michael Stewart, C.H., M.P., 

OtCwf 0^0* 

C0NFID5KTIAL 




CORFIDSNTIAL 

Thus a university was established in Sulaimanijra » a Kurdish Academy 
of Letters was set up, Kurdish was made the language of instruction 
in schools in the Kurdish area, an amnesty was declared for those who 
had taken part in the fighting and a measure of decentralisation of 
power to the Governorates was introduced. In spite of these 
propitiatory gestures, sporadic clashes continued throughout 1969, 
and when in January 1970 it became apparent that serious negotiations 
were taking place between the Ba'athists and representatives of 
Mullah Mustafa under cover of a de facto cease fire, there was con¬ 
siderable scepticism, even incredulity, that the two sides could 
overcome their distrust and antipathy sufficiently to try to reach a 
settlement of the many difficult issues between them. 

3. Little is known of the course of the negotiations. It seems that 
the initiative came from the Ba'athists and that initial contacts were 
^de in late 1969 in Beirut and in the Kurdish area where emissaries 
were sent from Baghdad to persuade the Barzanists that the government 

4 

were acting in good faith and genuinely sought a peaceful settlement. 
Discussions took place in January and Pabruary; on the government side 
Saddam Hussein al Tikriti, Hardan al Tikriti, Saleh Mehdi Ammash and 
Murtadha al Hadithi are those names most frequently mentioned as 
having taken part; Mahmoud Othman, Muhsin Dizaie, Shawkat Akrawi, 

Ihsan Shirzad and Saleh Yusefi were among those representing the Kurds. 

I 

4. The points on which it was particularly difficult to reach agree¬ 
ment included, as was to be expected, the extent to which the Kurds 

/were 
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were to share in the formulation of policy and in the exercise of 
power at the national level, the physical extent of the predominantly 
Kurdish area and, in particular, whether it included the town of 
Kirkuk and the nearby oilfields, the degree of autonomy to be given 
to the Kurdish area and its share of state revenues, the amount to 
be allocated for the economic development of the area, the future 
of the Pish Merga (Barzani's armed forces) and Barzani's reputed 
insistence on some sort of outside guarantee. The talks seemed 
close to breakdown more than once, and were probably saved by the 
determination of Saddam Hussein on the one hand and by Barzani’s 
realisation on the other that he would lose little (save Iranian 
subventions) by taking the best he could get and giving it a try. 

And he is of course getting old. 

5. The outcome of the negotiations was the issue of a Declaratipn 
by the Revolutionary Command Council on the 11th of March which 
recorded various decisions which the R.C.C. had made; simultaneously 
a telegram from Barzani supporting and welcoming the Declaration 
was released. (It will be noted that the published settlement does 
not take the form of an ''agreement" (which would be hardly proper for 
a sovereign Government dealing with a group of its rebellious 
subjects); but Barzani's signature on a document of some kind was 
no doubt secured). The announcement was the occasion for mammoth 
celebrations in Baghdad. (In Mosul, by contrast, where I happened 
to be at the time and which has Talabanist connections, the 
rejoicings were noticably perfunctory). Three days public holiday 
was declared, the third coinciding with the Kurdish New Year. 

/ 6 . 
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6. The text of the H.C.C's Declaration (a translation of the 
substantive part of which is enclosed) reflects the difficulties of 
reaching agreement on the more important issues. It is reasonably 
specific on questions of an amnesty, the use of Kurdish as an official 
language and as the language of instruction in predominantly Kurdish 
areas, the principles of appointing Kurds in an equitable proportion 
to the highest government posts (including one of the Vice- 
Presidencies and what is referred to as the legislature) and of 
appointing Kurdish or Kurdish-speaking officials to posts In Kurdish 
areas, the provision of pensions to the families of Kurds killed in 
the fighting, the return of Arabs and Kurds to their villages or 
their resettlement, and other measures of rehabilitation. The R.O.C. 
have also committed themselves to unifying the administration of t|ae 
area in which Kurds are predominant and in which they will exerci^ie 

4 

their national rights and enjoy "autonomy”, The definition of this 

area will be made "on the basis of a census yet to bo taken" - a 

formula evidently designed to overcome the obstacle presented by 

the Government's refusal to concede the inclusion of Kirkuk in the 

Kurdish area and by the Kurds' refusal to accept the accuracy of 

existing statistics on the distribution of population. (How many 

Kurds displaced in the past from the Kirkuk area will, one wonders, 

be returned there before the census?). Responsibility for the 

exploitation of natural resources in the Kurdish area remains 

significantly the responsibility of the central authorities. In 

# 

return economic planning is to ^'assure equal development for the 
various parts of Iraq". 
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7. But on a number of tha crucial issues, such as these listed in 
paragraph 4, the declaration is at least obscure. The omissions lend 
some colour to the rumours of a "secret protocol" daaling with other 
matters - conditionally, it may be, on progress being made with the 
implementation of the published understanding, in much the same way 
as Barzani's surrender of broadcasting equipment and heavy weapons is 
already declared conditional. Amongst the more obvious obscurities 
are; 

(a) The method by which the Kurds are to share in legislative 

power, at present a jealously guarded Ba'athist monopoly. 
Vague stories of an undertaking by the Government to set up 
an elected National Council, on which the Kurds and other 
minorities would be represented, ring rather hollow - though 
Barzani's spokesman, Mahmoud Othman, has subsequently been 
quoted as saying that agreement on this question is expected 
to be reached within two or three months. The allocation of 
five Ministries, for which Barzani's Kurdish Democratic 
Party is said to be choosing nominees in a month or two, 
will give them (since Ministers as such are scarcely more 
than high-level executives) no share in the policy-making 
process, 

(b) The future of the Pish Merga, who are said to number over 

20,000, Without some kind of outside guarantee, Barzani 
would not bo fool enough to disarm. The declaration does 
not coll upon him to surrender small arms (even con¬ 
ditionally, as in the case of heavy weapons) or to disband 

/his 
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his army. It had been expected that the latter would be 
reconstituted as Frontier Guards in the Kurdish region 
under at least nominal government control. Both Saddam 

Hussein and Mahmoud Othman have since been quoted by the 

% 

press as saying that the Pish Merga would "become part of 
the Iraqi Army"; but such statements hardly do more than 
draw attention to the silence of the published settlemenl 
on the subject. 

(c) The disposal of Talabani's anti-Barzanl irregulars, the 

Pursani Salahuddin. Indeed the declaration is conspic¬ 
uously silent on the whole question of Talabani. We have 
had -eye witness reports of old scoroB being settled in the 
North with his supporters following the declaration. 
Talabani himself, despite the fact that a fulsome telegram 
of support from him was published in the press on the 
15 th of March, is said to have gone to Switzerland. It may 
be that the Government has simply left his partisans to 
mate whatever accommodation they can with the new circum¬ 
stances. The only reference I have seen to the Pursan in 
the local press disposes of the problem by declaring that 

i 

4 

they will be sent -to fight the Israelis. 

f 

(d) The meaning of "autonomy". The word, or its rough Arabic 

4 

equivalent (al-hukm adh-dhati) figures only in one passage 
in the declaration (Article 14), and is hardly applicable 
to the modest degree of regional self-administration 
envisaged. There is clearly plenty of scope for future 

/misund erst andings 
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isunderstpndings in this fiold, as in others. 
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( 0 ) The future of the K.D.P. and of its Chairman, Mullah Mustafa. 

Although the publicity media have been emphasizing ad 
nauseam the identity of views of the K.D.P. and the Ba'ath 
on Palestine and on the usual revolutionary themes, there is 
no reference to the future of the Party, or its place within 
the body politic, in the declaration itself. Presumably the 
Government's intention, despite token gestures of recog¬ 
nition, is to limit the activities of the Party, unless it 
can be safely Ba'athized, to the Kurdish area. Meanwhile 
the K.D.P. have announced their intention of holding a Party 
Congress in May or June. 

How is the settlement to be implemented? In terms of formal 


lachinery (though the gradual establishment of mutual confidence is 
the real and much harder requirement) there are references in the 
declaration to the appointment of a Higher Committee to supervise 
implementation. Its powers and composition are not there defined. 


The appointment of a 


Conmiitt 


subsequently revealed to be 


the Higher Committee under another name, was announced on the l8th of 
March. Its Chairman is Murtadha al Hadithi: and it includes a second 
(military) member of the R.C.C., General Sa'adun Ghaidan. Aziz 


Sherif, the Communist Minister of Justice, is on it, as are the 


(existing) Governors of Arbil and Kirkuk, 
are Kurds; two are described as members c 


four 


Bureau 


the K.D.P. and the other two as m^bers of the Executive Bureau. 
Both the latter are known to us as aretwhile visitors to the Soviet 


bloc. 
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9. This bririi^s me to the pert presumably played by the Soviet 
Union in promoting the settlement. Noone doubts that the Russians 
have been active behind the scenes: btit they have been careful not 
to taka any public credit, and the extent of their supposed involve¬ 
ment may possibly be exaggerated. Neither the Ba'ath nor Barzani 
are conspicuously responsive to outside dictation. On the other 
hand it is common knowledge that the continuance of the Kurdish 
dispute has long been a subject of reproof in Russian dealings with 
the Ba'ath. And some of the Kurds who have played a leading part 

in the negotiations are notoriously far to the left, 

10. Assuming that the agreement, with or without an element of 
Soviet supervision, proves sufficiently effective and lasting to 
enable the regime to turn its attentions elsewhere, where will it 
turn them? The Government, echoed by the Kurds themselves, has of 
course announced that the settlement will enable Iraq to concen^r 
trate its attention, and more of its armed forces, on the Israeli 
front. And no doubt King Hussein and everyone else must reckon 
with at least some Iraqi reinforcement of the Eastern Command, if 
and when the pacification of the North makes substantial re¬ 
deployment possible. 

11. What about other Iraqi "fronts”? Inevitably there have bedn 
rumours that the opportunity would be taken to foment demands for 
similar "autonomy" amongst the Kurds of Iran and Turkey. Indeed, 
General Ammash is said to have given the Turks a (perhaps jocular) 
warning to that effect whan he visited Ankara in January. On the 

A6th 
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16th of Mqrch the Iraq News Agency attributed to Barzani himself 
a curiously equivocal statement that "although the Kurdish movement 
of Iran has no organisational relationship with the K.D.P# of Iraq, 
nonetheless the Kurdish people as a whole, like other peoples 
struggling for their national rights, must assert its freedom”. 

But this apart — and despite the Ba'ath's undoubted desire to repay 
the Shah in his own coin — Barzani has wisely shown no sign of 
wishing to give greater offence to the Shah than he has already 
done by accepting the settlement. 

12. Further down the frontier with Iran we have no evidence of 
any significant reinforcement of Iraqi troops since the 11th of 
March. It remains my view that the Iraqis have no more desire 
than the Iranians to push the propaganda war over the Shatt-al- 
Arab any nearer to active hostilities. It is certainly trup, 
however, that one of the Iraqis' prime motives in pacifying the r 
Kurds is to free themselves in the longer term for their future 
confrontation with Iran in the Persian Gulf. Whatever views the 
Iranians for their part may hold of the increased threat from Iri^q, 
there is little doubt that the settlement is unwelcome to Kuwait. 
There have already been indications from secret sources that the 
Government of Iraq may once more be turning a covetous eye in that 

4 

direction. (Parenthetically I would add that a disruptive 
collision with the Iraq Petroleum Company, which seems increasingly 
possible, might well drive the Iraqis into a southern adventure.) 

I 

13» In theory, of course, it is not towards new foreign 

9 

adventures anywhere but to the development of the Kurdish area 

/Itself 
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Itself that the rigime should bend the energies and resources 
released by the settlement. And It is a fair assumption 
that this.is what the Kurds will press for. One Iraqi in 
five, after all, is a Kurd; and the centre of gravity In a 
unified Iraq ought therefore to move metaphorically northwards. 
But this assumes that the Kurds, armed with the promise of a 

fair share in the machinery of government, will be able to 

♦ 

exert effective pressure on the riverain Sunni Arabs who, 
under the present as under every past regime, govern Iraq. 

Hopes have already been expressed in some quarters that Kurdish 
participation in government will indeed have a restricting 
effect on the wild men of the Ba*ath, and persuade them to 
concentrate on cultivating their own back-garden. I 
hesitate to share these hopes. 

14. As for other internal considerations, there can be no 
doubt that the Government expect their credibility in public 
eyes to be materially enhanced by the settlement — though 
there must be some in the higher ranks of the Army, 

particularly those who have been making a good thing out of 
the war, who resent it. The Government will certainly seek 
to use the settlement to Impose their social policies in 
Barzanl*s not conspicuously socialist domain and to push ahead 
with them more vigorously elsewhere. If their self-confidence 
is reinforced by bringing off the settlement, one must hope 
that this will encourage some degree of relaxation In the 
nervous intolerance of their political behaviour. 
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15. 


All In all, and despite the risks presented "by the 


redirection of the Government’s energies to other fields, 
the settlement (if It sticks) Is probably a good thing for 


all of us. 


But there Is a long way to 


anyone 


can tell whether It has a chance of permanence or whether 


history 


reveal It as just another frultles 


In 


the long Kurdish strug^e for a national Identity. 


16. 


I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty’s 


Representatives at Amman, Beirut, Cairo, Kuwait, Jedda, 
Tripoli, Ankara, Tehran, Moscow and Washington and to the 
Political Resideni* Bahrain, the United Kingdom Mission to the 
United Nations, New York, and the United Kingdom Delegation 
to NATO, Brussels. 




I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
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Translation of T?art of the Declaration Issued 

"by the Revolutionary Conmand Council, 11 March 1970 


(The declaration "begins with a long partisan review of 
the history of the Kurdish Question and lists thoec measures 
taken by the Ba*athlst regime In the last eighteen months 
whlchf it claimsf laid the foundation for the present 
agreement with the Kurds. What follows Is a verbatim 
translation of the rest of the Declaration) 

4 

The Revolutionary Command Council Initiated contacts 
with Muatafa al Barzanlf leader of the Kurdish Democratic 
Party, which led to an exchange of views. Both sides 
heeame convinced of the necessity of accepting and 
implementing the contents of this declaration. 

The Revolutionary Command Council re-afflrms Its 
determination to deepen and expand all effective measures 
to achieve cultural and economic development In the Kurdish 
area, seeking first of all to enable the Kurdish people to 
exercise their legitimate rights and to ensure that they 
participate In a practical way In the earnest endeavours to 
build a homeland and the struggle to fulfill Its great 
national alms. The Revolutlonazy Cemmand Council has 
therefore reached the following decisions:- 


1 . 


The Kurdish language shall be with Arabic the 


official language 


populated by the Kurdish 


majority 


Kurdish language shall be the language of 


Instruction In those areas. 


Arabic shall be taught In all 


schools where Kurdish Is the language of Instruction while 


Kurd1sh 


In schools throughout 


remainder 


of Iraq as a 
by law. 


language 


ft AAA 


Its stlpulat 


2 . 


The participation of our Kurdish brothers In 


Government and non-dlscrlmlnatlon between Kurds and others 
In filling public offices Including sensitive and 
Important posts In the State, such as cabinet portfolios, 


army command etc. 


have been and will remain among 


the Important objectives which the revolutionary 


Government seeks to achieve. 


Ing 


revolutionary Government stresses the necessity of 
achieving an equitable ratio In such appointments with due 
regard to efficiency, the proportionate distribution of 


the Kurdish population and the inl 
brothers have suffered In the past 


Kurdish 


3. 


In view of the cultural and educational backwardness 


Kurdish populat 


make 


good this backwardness by:- 

(a) Hastening Inclement at Ion of the resolutions 

of the Revolutionary Command Council concerning 
the language and cultural rlj^ts of the 


/ICurdlsh 
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Kurdish people and delegating to the 
Directorate General of Kurdish Culture and 
Information the task of preparing ind directing 
radio and television programmes on Kurdish 
national issues, 

(h) Reinstating, regardless oP age, all students 

expelled or compelled to leave school "because 

of the conflict in the area; falling reinstatement, 

to find appropriate solutions in individual oases, 

# 

(c) Building more schools in the Kurdish area. 

Raising the standard of education and 
admitting students to universities, military 
colleges, educational missions and scholarships 
in numbers proportionate to the Kurdish population, 

4, In the administrative units in predominantly Kurdish 
areas officials shall ha Kurds or persons competent in the 
Kurdish language provided that the required number is 
available. Principal officials (Governor, Qaimaqam, 

Director of Police, Director of Security, etc,) will be 
appointed and immediate action vfill be taken to set up 
Government machinery in the area in consultation with the High 
Committee established to supervise the implementation of this 
statement; this to be carried out in a manner which will 
strengthen national unity and the stability Of the area. 



/5 



( 

5. The Government recognises the rl^t of the Kurdish 
people to set up their own organisations for students, 
young people, women and teachers which will he affiliated 
to the corresponding Iraqi national organisations, 

6. (a) The operative period of paragraphs 1 and 2 

of R.C.C, decision number 39 of 5 August 

(Note: this granted amnesty to all 
those involved in the Kurdish fighting up 
to that date) shall be extended up to the 
date of issue of this statement and shall 
extend to all those who participated in 
the conflict in the Kurdish area. 

(b) Workers, officials and employees, both 

civilian and military, shall return to 
service irrespective of establishment. 

Civilians may be employed in the Kurdish area 
according to requirements, 

I,' (a) A coQinittee of experts shall be set up to 

supervise the general development of the 
Kurdish area and tc arrange compensation 
for the setbacks of recent years. An 
adequate budget is to be allocated for this 
purpose. The committee in question shall 
come under the jurisdiction of the Ministi 7 
for Northern Affairs. 

(b) The economic plan shall be drawn up to 

ensure balanced development throughout 

/Iraq 






Iraq with due attention to the Kurdish area* 

(c) Pensions shall be paid to the famllloe.of 

those members of the Kurdish armed movement 
and others martyred during the past 
regrettable hostilities; pensions will also 
be paid to those disabled or deformed as a 
result of the fighting. Special legislation 
will be enacted to implement this on the 
lines of the Laws currently In force. 

(d) Lnmediate action will be taken to relieve 

hardship by implementing housing projects, 
providing appropriate aid in cash and in 
kind and by arranging through the High 
Committee for the appropriate compensation 
to those in need who are not covered by 
the provisions of the paragraphs above. 

8. The inhabitants of Arab and Kurdish villages shall be 
restored to their former homes. The inhabitants of 
villages in areas not designated for habitation and which 
are taken over by the Government for public utility purposes 
under law shall be resettled in neighbouring areas and 
properly compensated. 

9. The Agrarian Refom Law shall be quickly implemented in 
the Kurdish area and amended in such a way as to guarantee 
the end of the feudal system and the acquisition by the 
peasants of suitable plots of land. Taxes on such land 

/which 



accumul 


over the period 


conflict shall 




10 . 


It has been agreed that the Interim Constitution 


shall he amended as follows: 


(a) The,people of Iraq is made up of two principal 


nat ionalitles. 
Kurdish nation 


The Arab nationality and the 
ty. This constitution 


J * 


right 


Kurdish 


people and the rights of all minorities within 
the framework of Iraqi unity, 

(b) The following paragraph shall be added to 

Article 4 of the Constitution: 

"The Kurdish language shall be, with Arabic, 


the 


language in the Kurdish area." 


11 . 


(c) The above will be incorporated into the 

perm^ent Constitution, 

The (Kurdish) broadcasting station and heavy weapons 


shall be handed over to 


Grovemment, 


This to be done 




when the finsQ. stages of the agreement are implemented. 


12 . 


A Kurd shall be one of the Vice-Presidents of the 


Republic. 


13, 


The Govemorates Law shall be amended to confor 




with the substance of this statement. 


14. 


Following the publication of this statement the 


necessary measures shall be taken 


consultation 


High Committee supervising its implementation to unify 
the govemorates and administrative units in areas 


/populated 




populntad by a Kurdlab majority; these areas to be 
decided by an official census yet to be carried out* The 
State shall endeavour to develop this administrative unity 
and deepen and broaden the Kurdish people's exercise of 
all their national rights as a guarantee of their enjoying 
autonomy (al-hukm adh-dhatl) within the wider national unity. 
Until this administrative unity Is achieved Kurdish national 
affairs shall be co-ordinated by periodic meetings between 
the High Committee and the governors of the northern area. 

As autonomy is to be achieved within the framework of the 
Iraqi Republic the exploitation of natural resources in the 
area will naturally fall under the jurisdiction of the 
Republican authorities. 

13* The Kurdish people shall share In the legislative 
power In a ratio corresponding with their proportion of 
the Iraqi population. 

(Tht declaration concludes with general exhortations.) 




I attach a iga#t paper setting out Near Eastern 
Department's views on the 11 March "settlement" between 
the Iraq Government and the Barzanist Kurds, on the lines 
discussed on 1 April, 
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COVERING SECRET 


Mr. Baker 

I can only add to this that Mr. Afshar tried to make 
my flesh creep about this settlement when we had lunch the 
other day. He siiggested that the sinister influence of the 
Soviet Union was behind the settlement: ought we not therefore 
to look at it with great suspicion etc. 

2. No doubt the settlement does suit the Soviet book and 
they may well have had a hand in it. But the real point is 
well put in paragraph 7 of the submission. The Iraqis can 
usually be relied on to throw away any advantages they may 
have gained by their inept follow-up action. On pasb form 
I would not expect this ssttlement to stick for very long. 



(P.T. Hajnnan) 

5 April, 1970. 
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SECRET 


IRAQ; ANNOUNCED SETTLEMENT WITH THE KURDS 

On 11 March, 1970 the Iraq Revolutionary Command Coimcil 
anno\mced the "complete and constitutional settlement of the 
Kurdish issue". This followed three months of negotiations in 
Baghdad during which time the Soviet Government seem'to have 
exerted considerablepressure on both sides to settle their 
differences. The Fifteen Point Agreement, which has been 
confirmed by Kurdish leaders, is given in full in the Research 
Department Memorandum at Appendix A, which also compares the 
new agreement with the abortive settlement of 1966. This is 
being printed. Both agreements have many points in common, 

2. The main points of the published Agreement of 11 March are 

(a) The Iraq Government has declared its intention to develop 

the administrative unity of the Kurdish area and to 

give the Kurds a measure of autonomy in it. 

(b) The Kurds are to have an "equitable share" of public 

office, including a Kurdish Vice President, official 
posts and senior Army appointments. 

(c) There are to be Kurdish representatives in the legislature 

(which is as yet non-existent) in proportion to their 
percentage of the total population. 

(d) Kurdish officials are to operate in predominantly 

Kurdish areas. 

(e) The Iraq Government will provide relief measxires and 

economic aid in the war-damaged areas of Northern Iraq. 
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3. We know from reliable sources that there are some secret 
clauses to the agreement as follov/s:- 

(i) A joint committee will be set up to supervise 

implementation of the viiole agreement in consultetion 
v;ith both parties. 

(ii) One of the tasks of the joint cormiittee ^rould be to 

reduce the number of the Zurdish regular force, if 
possible, to 6,000 men. During the period of 
resettlement, which ;ri.ll be in five unspecified stages, 
the Iraq Government will pay for the general upkeep 
of the f orce. 

(iii) The Iraq Government will disarm and disbond all 

Kurdish forces opposed to the Kurdish leader Kustafa 
Baraani, and the Iraqi armed forces are to be withdraxm 
to their "normal positions". 

(iv) The Kurdish Democratic Party is to be allowed to 

operate freely in the Kurdish region and to piiblish 
its ovm newdpaper. 

(v) All persons formerly'- in Iraqi Government service who 

joined in the Kurdish rebellion will be permitted to 
resume their employment without loss of seniority. 

Those who served with the Kurdish regulars (the 
Pish_Kerga) are to be permitted to count their service 
v^ith the Kiirds as if they had served in Iraqi Armed Forces, 

(vi) A nation-wide census will take place within one year to 

define the region of Kurdish majority. 

(vii) Although the Iraqi national flag will not be altered 

specially to incorporate a Kiirdish symbol straightaway, 

this will be done as and when the national flag is changed. 

SECRET /4, 


SECRET 



14 .. Since the announcement of the agreement, both the Iraqi 
Government and the Kurds have been at pains to emphasise their 
determination to make it stick. On 31 Karch, as part of a 
Government resh-uffle, five Kurds were appointed to Ministries - 
including Agriculture, Works and Housing, and the Development 
of the North. Despite this moderately promising start (Cabinet 
posts as such are not of much account in present-day Iraq), we 
believe that the chances of this agreement developing into a 
lasting solution to the Kurdish problem are sli^tly less than 
evens. There are important obscurities in the publicised 
agreement which are not clarified in the secret annex. These 
include the precise extent of the Kiirdish autonomoiis area, the 
exact meaning of the word "autonomy”, and the amount io be 
allocated by the Iraqi Government for the development of the 
Kurdish region. All these points will cause difficulty from 
the start and if they are to be seriously gone into will require 
a further period of tough negotiation. There is no evidence 
yet that the Iraq Government is ready to undertake this. The 
Kurds, on the other hand, need a respite from the war but have no 
reason to trust any Iraq Government, given the past history of 
relations between them. They will certainly not agree to the 
final disbanding of the Pish Merga and the surrender of their 
heavy weapons and wireless station until they have seen the 
colour of Ba'athi money and substantial progress towards clarification 
of obscure points in the Agreement. 

5. We know that the agreement has caused the 3hah concern since 
he feels that, if successfully Implemented, it will free the 
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hands of tho Ba'ath Covernmont to canoe trouble for lou-rrdt and in 
the Culf generally. He may also fear that uith their ovm. Hurds 
more or loss under control, the Iraqis nay wish to try and s^ahvert 
those on tho Iranian side of the frontier and wild, be generally 
freer to try to cause trouble within Iran - for instance in 
Hhuzistan, v^here there is an Arab population thought to be about 
three millions. Accordingly the Shah can be couintod on to stop 
up his activities within Iraqi Kurdistan in an at'empt to subvert tho 
agreement. This could be the decisive factor if, as seems likely, 
negotiations on the more delicate issues run into difficulties. Tho 
Israelis can be counted on to assist the Persians in this exercise 
financially and perhaps by increased liaison x-dth Saval: etc. 

6. If the agreement is eventually successfully implemented there 
will be scope for the redeployment of some of the Iraqi forces 
(up to four divisions) at present tied up in the North. There 
have been indications of the Grovenment's intention to deploy 
more troops both in Jordan and on the south eastern frontier xdth 
Iran but to date, as far as is knoxm, only one battalion has 
moved from Kurdistan (to Jordan), and it seems improbable that 
any large scale movements will be made until more progress has been 
made on implementation. If and when the situation allows such 
movements, it is probable that a considerable portion of the 
forces released woxild go to Jordan to supplement the 15,000 6r 
so Iraqis there at present. The Iraqis have not been notable 
for any effective show of aggression against Israel, and we would 
judge that the reinforcement of their contingent in Jordan would 

be largely for presentational reasons. It is also likely that 
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some troops would be posted south to "confront" Iran across 
the Shatt al Arab, These too would have a largely presentational 
role, though their presence woxild to some extent increase tension 
along the southern part of the Iraq/Iran frontier. It would also 
increase jitterincss in Kuwait, though vre do not consider that the 
Iraqis have, at present, any aggressive intentions against Kuwait 
despite heavy- Ba'athist hints (not made in public) tha.t they 
"have Kuwait more or loss in their pocket". 

7. Unemployed Iraqi hands generally turn to mischief; but the 
Iraqi’s ability to promote mischief outside their own country 
has fort-unately been limited by their inept diplomacy, administrative 
incompetence and ill-judged timing. Stalemate in Kurdistan suited 
nearly everybody (except the combatants) verj'- vrell. It is hard 
not to see the prospect of peace as a theoretical threat, but 
the Iraqis can uaially be relied on to defeat themselves. 


Near Eastern Department 
2 Anril. 1970, 
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FCHtEIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE DIPLOMATIC REPORT No. 234/70 

NEQ 1/2 General Distribution 

IRAQ 
2 April, 1970 


THE BA’ATmST GOVERNMENTS SETTLEMENT WITH THE KURDS 

The British Ambassador in Iraq to the 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Adairs 

{Received 2 April) 


SUMMARY 


Both parties declare the settlement announced on 11 March to 
be final. (Paragraph 1.) 


2. The Ba’athist rdgime took s(Mne time to evolve a more 
positive approach to the Kurdish problem than their sundry 
predecessors over the 10 years of intermittent fighting. (Paragraph 2.) 


3. Negotiations began in earnest late in 1969 and ran into the 
expected difficulties, but breakdown was avoided by the two leading 
figures accepting an incomplete compromise. (Paragraphs 3-4.) 


4. The outcome, which was formally not an Agreement but a 
Declaration by the RCC, deals adequately with the easier problems 
but is obscure on the major ones, such as the shari ng of power at the 
centre, the future of Barzani’s 20,(XX) irregulars, the disposal of the 
rival Talabanist partisans, the meaning of “autonomy” and the 
future status of the Kurdish Democratic Party and of Barzani 
himself, its diairman. There is very probably an unpublished 
protocol. (Paragraphs 5-7.) 


5. Implementation is entrusted formally to a Joint Committee 
(whose membership is unimpressive) but the gradual removal of 
mutual distrust is the greater problem. (Paragraiffi 8.) 

6. The Soviet Government certainly played a role in the 
settlement but its extent is uncertain. (Paragraph 9.) 

7. If the pacification of the Kurds proves effective, where will 
the Ba’athists direct the nervous energy released? Reinforcement of 
the “ Eastern Command ”? Trouble-making in Persian Kurdistan? 
Kuwait? Or just general preparation for the future confrontation 
with Iran in the Gulf? (Paragraiffis 10-12.) 

8. They ought of course to use the opportunity to cultivate their 
own garden, the Kurdish kailyard in particular. But will they? 
Increased internal self-confidence should have at least some beneficial 
consequences. (Paragraphs 13-14.) 

9. On balance, the settlement is probably a good thing for all 
of us—^if it sticks. (Paragrajffi 15.) 
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2 CONKTOENTIAL 

(Confidential) Baghdad, 

Sir, 27 March, 1970. 

As already reported by telegram, the Iraqi Government and the Kurds of 
Iraq led by Mullah Must^a Barzani state that the Revolutionary Command 
Council’s declaration of 11 March represents the achievement of a peaceful and 
democratic settlement of the Kurdish problem and has put an end to the Kurdish 
revolt against the Central Government which has gone on spasmodically since 
1961. In this despatch I have the honour to submit some observations on the 
nature of this settlement, on the likelihood of its effective implementation, and on 
its implications for Iraq’s policies elsewhere. 

2. The Ba’athist Government, which came to power in July 1%8, did not for 
some time show any sign of having better ideas on how to deal with the Kurds 
than those they had when they were previously in power in 1963 or those which 
other Iraqi Governments had applied in the interim. In brief, these were to contain 
so far as they were able the extent of the area controlled by the Kurds under 
Mullah Mustafa Barzani and therefore outside the control of the Government in 
Baghdad, and to weaken him by a combination of military and political pressure 
exerted latterly through his Kurdish rival, Jalal Talabani, whom the Government 
supported with money and arms. More recently, however, the Government gave 
effect to certain of the proposals for the settlement of the problem which were put 
forward by Abdul Rahman al Bazzaz when he was Prime Minister in 1966. Thus 
a university was established in Sulaimaniya, a Kurdish Academy of Letters was 
set up, Kurdish was made the language of instruction in schools in the Kurdish 
area, an amnesty was declared for those who had taken part in the fighting and a 
measure of decentralisation of power to the Govemorates was introduced. In 
spite of these propitiatory gestures sporadic clashes continued throughout 1%9 
and, when in January 1970 it became apparent that serious negotiations were taking 
place between the Ba’athists and representatives of Mullah Mustafa under cover 
of a de facto cease-fire, there was considerable scepticism, even incredulity, that 
the two sides could overcome their distrust and antipathy sufficiently to try to 
reach a settlement of the many difficult issues between them. 

3. Little is known of the course of the negotiations. It seems that the 
initiative c^e from the Ba’athists and that initial contacts were made in late 
1969 in Beirut and in the Kurdish area where emissaries were sent from Baghdad 
to persuade the Barzanists that the Government were acting in good faith and 
genuinely sought a peaceful settlement. Discussions took place in January and 
February; on the Government side Saddam Hussein al Tikriti, Hardan al Tikriti, 
Saleh Mehdi Ammash and Murtadha al Hadithi are those names most frequently 
mentioned as haying taken part; Mahmoud Othman, Muhsin Dizaie, Shawkat 
Akrawi, Ihsan Shirzad and Sdeh Yusefi were among those representing the Kurds. 

4. The points on which it was particularly difficult to reach agreement 

included, as was to be expected, the extent to which the Kurds were to share in 

the formulation of policy and in the exercise of power at the national level, the 

I*ysical extent of the pw-edominantly Kurdish area and, in particular, whether it 

included the town of Kirkuk and the nearby oilfields, the degree of autonomy to 

be given to the Kurdish area and its share of State revenues, the amount to be 

allocated for the economic development of the area, the future of the Pish Merga 

(Barzani’s armed forces) and Barzani’s reputed insistence on some sort of outside 

guarantee. The talks seemed close to breakdown more than once, and were 

probably saved by the determination of Saddam Hussein on the one hand and 

by Barzani’s realisation on the other that he would lose little (save Iranian 

subventions) by taking the best he could get and giving it a try. And he is of 
course getting old. 
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5. The outcome of the negotiations was the issue of a declaration by the 
Revolutionary Command Council on 11 March which recorded various decisions 
whidi the RCC had made; simultaneously a telegram from Barzani supporting 
and welcoming the declaration was released. (It will be noted that the published 
settlement does not take the form of an “ Agreement ”—which would be hardly 
proper for a sovereign Government dealing with a group of its rebellious subjects— 
but Barzani’s signature on a document of some kind was no doubt secured.) The 
announcement was the occasion for mammoth celebrations in Baghdad. (In 
Mosul, by contrast, where I happened to be at the time and which has Talabanist 
connections, the rejoicings were noticeably perfunctory.) A three-day public 
holiday was declared, the third coinciding with the Kurdish New Year. 

6. The text of the RfX’s Declaration (a translation of the substantive part 
of which is enclosed) reflects the difficulties of reaching agreement on the more 
important issues. It is reasonably specific on questions of an amnesty, the use 
of Kurdish as an official language and as the language of instruction in 
predominantly Kurdish areas, the principles of appointing Kurds in an equitable 
proportion to the highest Government posts (including one of the Vice-Presidencies 
and what is referred to as the Legislature) and of appointing Kurdish or 
Kurdish-speaking officials to posts in Kurdish areas, the provision of pensions to 
the families of Kurds killed in the fighting, the return of Arabs and Kurds to their 
villages or their resettlement and other measures of rehabilitation. The RCC 
have also committed themselves to unifying the administration of the area in which 
Kurds are predominant and in which they will exercise their national rights and 
enjoy “ autonomy ”. The definition of tffis area will be made “ on the basis of 
a census yet to be taken ”—a formula evidently designed to overcome the obstacle 
presented by the Government’s refusal to concede the inclusion of Kirkuk in the 
Kurdish area and by the Kurds’ refusal to accept the accuracy of existing statistics 
on the distribution of population. (How many Kurds displaced in the past from 
the Kirkuk area will, one wonders, be returned there before the census?) 
Responsibility for the exploitation of natural resources in the Kurdish area remains 
significantly the responsibility of the central authorities. In return economic 
planning is to “ assure equal development for the various p>arts of Iraq ”. 

7. But on a number of the crucial issues, such as those listed in p>aragraph 4, 
the declaration is at least obscure. The omissions lend some colour to the rumours 
of a “ secret p>rotocol ” dealing with other matters—conditionally, it may be, on 
progress being made with the implmientation of the published understanding, in 
much the same way as Barzani’s surrender of broadcasting equipment and heavy 
weapx>ns is already declared conditional. Amongst the more obvious obscurities 
are: 

(a) The method by which the Kurds are to share in legislative pwwer, at 

pnesent a jealously guarded Ba’athist monopx>ly. Vague stories of an 
undertaking by the Government to set up an elected National Council, 
on which die Kurds and other minorities would be represented, ring 
rather hollow—though Barzani’s spokesman, Mahmoud Othman, has 
subsequently been quoted as saying that agreement on this question 
is expiected to be reached within two or three months. The allocation 
of five Ministries, for whidi Barzani’s Kurdish Dmiocratic Party is 
said to be choosing nominees in a month or two, will give them (since 
Ministers as such are scarcely more than high-level executives) no share 
in the pwlicy-making pirocess. 

(b) The future of the Pish Merga, who are said to number over 20,000. 

Without some kind of outside guarantee Barzani would not be fool 
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enough to disarm. The declaration does not call upon him to surrender 
small arms (even conditionally, as in the case of heavy weapons) or to 
disband his army. It had bMn expected that the latter would be 
reconstituted as frontier guards in the Kurdish region under at least 
nominal Government control. Both Saddam Hussein and Mahmoud 
Othman have since been quoted by the Press as saying that the Pish 
Merga would “ become part of the Iraqi Army ”; but such statements 
hardly do more than draw attention to the silence of the published 
settlement on the subject. 

(c) The disposal of Talabani’s anti-Barzani irregulars, the Fursan Salahuddin. 

Ind^ the declaration is conspicuously silent on the whole question 
of Talabani. We have had eye-witness reports of old scores being 
settled in the north with his supporters following the declaration. 
Talabani himself, despite the fact that a fulsome telegram of support 
from him was published in the Press on 1S March, is said to have gone 
to Switzerland. It may be that the Government has simply left his 
partisans to make whatever accmnmodation they can with the new 
circumstances. The only reference I have seen to the Fursan in the 
local Press disposes of the problem by declaring that they will be sent 
to fight the Israelis. 

(d) The meaning of “ autonomy ”. The word, or its rough Arabic equivalent 

(al-hukm adh-dhati) figures only in one passage in the declaration 
(Article 14), and is hardly applicable to the modest degree of regional 
self-administration envisaged. There is clearly [denty of scope for 
future misunderstandings in this field, as in others. 

(e) The future of the KDP and of its chairman. Mullah Mustafa. Although 

the publicity media have been emf^asising ad nauseam the identity of 
views of the KDP and the Ba’ath on Palestine and on the usual 
revolutionary themes, there is no reference to the future of the party, 
or its place within the body politic, in the declaration itself. Presumably 
the Government’s intention, despite token gestures of recognition, is 
to limit the activities of the party, unless it can be safely Ba’athised, 
to the Kurdish area. Meanwhile the KDP have announced their 
intention of holding a Party Congress in May or June. 

8. How is the settlement to be implemented? In terms of formal machinery 
(though the gradual establishment of mutual confidence is the real and much harder 
requirement) there are references in the declaration to the appointment of a Higher 
Committee to supervise imi^mentation. Its powers and composition are not there 
defined. The appointment of a “ Peace Committee ”, subsequently revealed to be 
the Higher Committee under another name, was announced on 18 March. Its 
chairman is Murtadha al Hadithi: and it includes a second (military) member of 
the RCC, General Sa’adun Ghaidan. Aziz Sherif, the Communist Minister of 
Justice, is on it, as are the (existing) Governors of Arbil and Kirkuk. The remaining 
four members are Kurds; two are described as members of the Political Bureau 
of the KDP and the other two as members of the Executive Bureau. Both the 
latter are known to us as erstwhile visitors to the Soviet bloc. 

9. This brings me to the part presumably played by the Soviet Union in 
^omoting the settlement. No one doubts that the Russians have been active 
l^hind the scenes: but they have been careful not to take any public credit, and 
the extent of their supposed involvement may possibly be exaggerated. Neither 
the Ba ath nor Barzani are conspicuously responsive to outside dictation On the 
other hand it is common knowledge that the continuance of the Kurdish dispute 
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has long been a subject of reproof in Russian dealings with the Ba’ath. And some 
of the Kurds who have played a leading part in the negotiations are notoriously 

far to the Left. 

10. Assuming that the agreement, with or without an element of Soviet 
supervision, proves sufficiently effective and lasting to enable the regime to turn 
its attentions elsewhere, where will it turn them? The Government, echoed by 
the Kurds themselves, has of course announced that the settlement will enable 
Iraq to concentrate its attention, and more of its armed forces, on the Israeli front. 
And no doubt King Hussein and everyone else must reckon with at least some 
Iraqi reinforcement of the Eastern Command, if and when the pacification of the 

north makes substantial redeployment possible. 

11. What about other Iraqi “ fronts ” ? Inevitably there have been rumours 
that the opportunity would be taken to foment demands for similar “ autonomy ” 
amongst the Kurds of Iran and Turkey. Indeed General Ammash is said to have 
given the Turks a (perhaps jocular) warning to that effect when he visited Ankara 
in January. On 16 March the Iraq News Agency attributed to Barzani himself 
a curiously equivocal statement that “ although the Kurdish movement of Iran has 
no organisational relationship with the KDP of Iraq, none the less the Kurdish 
people as a whole, like other peoples struggling for their national rights, must assert 
its freedom ”. But this apart—and despite the Ba’ath’s undoubted desire to repay 
the Shah in his own coin—Barzani has wisely shown no sign of wishing to give 
greater offence to the Shah than he has already done by accepting the settlement. 

12. Further down the frontier with Iran we have no evidence of any 
significan t reinforcement of Iraqi troops since 11 March. It remains my view that 
the Iraqis have no more desire than the Iranians to jmsh the propaganda war over 
the Shatt-al-Arab any nearer to active hostilities. It is certainly true, however, that 
one of the Iraqis’ prime motives in pacifying the Kurds is to free themselves in 
the longer term for their future confrontation with Iran in the Persian Gulf. 
Whatever views the Iranians for their part may hold of the increased threat from 
Iraq, there is little doubt that the settlement is unwelcome to Kuwait. There have 
already been indications from secret sources that the Government of Iraq may 
once more be turning a covetous eye in that direction. (Parenthetically I would 
add that a disruptive collision with the Iraq Petroleum Company, which seems 
increasingly possible, might well drive the Iraqis into a southern adventure.) 

13. In theory, of course, it is not towards new foreign adventures anywhere 
but to the develojanent of the Kurdish area itself that the regime should bend 
the energies and resources released by the settlement. And it is a fair assumption 
that this is what the Kurds will press for. One Iraqi in five, after all, is a Kurd; 
and the centre of gravity in a unified Iraq ought therefore to move metaphorically 
northwards. But this assumes that the Kurds, armed with the prcwnise of a fair 
share in the machinery of government, will be able to exert effective pressure on 
the riverain Sunni Arabs who, under the present as under every past regime, 
govern Iraq. Hopes have already been expressed in some quarters diat Kurdish 
participation in government will indeed have a restricting effect on the wild men 
of the Ba’ath, and persuade them to concentrate on cultivating their own back 
garden. I hesitate to share these hopes. 

14. As for other internal considerations, there can be no doubt that the 
Government expect their credibility in public eyes to be materially enhanced by 
the settlement—though there must be some in the higher ranks of the army, 
particularly those who have been making a good thing out of the war, who resent 
it. The Government will certainly seek to use the settlement to impose their 
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social policies in Barzani’s not conspicuously Socialist domain and to push ahead 
with them more vigorously elsewhere. If their self-confidence is reinforced by 
bringing off the settlement, one must hope that this will encourage some degree 
of relaxation in the nervous intolerance of their political behaviour. 

15. All in all, and despite the risks presented by the redirection of the 
Government’s energies to other fields, the settlement (if it sticks) is probably a 
good thing for all of us. But there is a long way to go before anyone can tell 
whether it has a chance of permanence or whether history will reveal it as just 
another fruitless pause in the long Kurdish struggle for a national identity. 

16. I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Representatives 
at Amman, Beirut, Cairo, Kuwait, Jedda, Tripoli, Ankara, Tehran, Moscow and 
Washington and to the Political Resident, Bahrain, the United Kingdom Mission 
to the United Nations, New York, and the United Kingdom delegation to NATO, 
Brussels. 

I have, etc., 

H. G. BALFOUR PAUL. 


Enclosure 

TRANSLATION OF PART OF THE DECLARATION ISSUED BY THE 

REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND COUNCIL, 11 MARCH, 1970 

(The declaration begins with a long partisan review of the history of the 
Kurdish question and lists those measures taken by the Ba’athist regime in the 
last 18 months which, it claims, laid the foundation for the present agreement 
with the Kurds. What follows is a verbatim translation of the rest of the 
declaration.) 

The Revolutionary Command Council initiated contacts with Mustafa al 
Barzani, leader of the Kurdish Democratic Party, which led to an exchange of 
views. Both sides became convinced of the necessity of accepting and implementing 
the contents of this declaration. 

The Revolutionapr Command Council reaffirms its determination to deepen 
and expand all effective measures to achieve cultural and economic develop»nent 
in the Kurdish area, seeking first of all to enable the Kurdish peofde to exercise 
their legitimate rights and to ensure that they participate in a practical way in the 
earnest endeavours to build a homeland and the struggle to fulfil its great national 
aims. The Revolutionary Command Council has therefore reached the following 
decisions: 

1. The Kurdish language shall be with Arabic the official language in areas 
populated by the Kurdish majority. The Kurdish language shall be the language 
of instruction in these areas. Arabic shaU be taught in all schools where Kurdish 
is the language of instruction while Kurdish shall be taught in schools throughout 
the remainder of Iraq as a second language within the limits stipulated by law. 

2. The participation of our Kurdish brothers in Government and 
non-discrimination between Kurds and others in filling public offices including 
sensitive and important posts in the State, such as Cabinet Portfolios, Army 
Command, etc. These have been and will remain among the important objectives 
which the revolutionary Government seeks to achieve. In recognising this the 
revolutionary Government stresses the necessity of achieving an equitable ratio 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFTOENTIAL 


7 


in such aj^intments with due regard to efficiency, the proportionate distribution 
of the Kurdish population and ffie iniquities which our Kurdish brothers have 
suffered in the past. 


3, In view of the cultural and educational backwardness of the Kurdish 
population, a plan will be drawn up to make good this backwardness by: 

(a) Hastening implementation of the resolutions of the Revolutionary 

Command Council concerning the language and cultural rights of the 
Kurdish people and delegating to the Directorate-General of Kurdish 
Culture and Information the task of preparing and directing radio and 
television programmes on Kurdish national issues. 

(b) Reinstating, regardless of age, all students expelled or compelled to leave 

school because of the conflict in the area; failing reinstatement, to And 
appropriate solutions in individual cases. 

(c) Building more schools in the Kurdish area. Raising the standard of 

education and admitting students to universities, military colleges, 
educational missions and scholarships in numbers proportionate to the 
Kurdish population. 


4. In the administrative units in predominantly Kurdish areas officials shall 
be Kurds or persons competent in the Kurdish language provided that the required 
number is available. Principal officials (Governor, Qaimaqam, Director of Police, 
Director of Security, etc.), will be appointed and immediate action will be taken 
to set up Government machinery in the area in consultation with the High 
Committee established to supervise the imidementation of this statwnent; this to 
be carried out in a manner which will strengthen national unity and the stability 
of the area. 


5. The Government recognises the right of the Kurdish people to set up 
their own organisations for students, young people, women and teachers which will 
be affiliated to the corresponding Iraqi national organisations. 

6. (a) The operative period of paragraphs 1 and 2 of RCC decision No. 39 

of 5 August, 1968 (this granted amnesty to all those involved in the 
Kurdish fighting up to that date) shall be extended up to the date 
of issue of this statement and shall extend to all those who 
participated in the conflict in the Kurdish area. 

ib) Workers, officials and employees, both civilian and military, shall 

return to service irrespective of establishment. Civilians may be 
employed in the Kurdish area according to requirements. 

7. (a) A committee of experts shall be set up to supervise the general 

development of the Kurdish area and to arrange compensation for 
the setbacks of recent years. An adequate budget is to be allocated 
for this purpose. The committee in question ^all come under the 
jurisdiction of the Ministry for Northern Affairs. 

(b) The economic plan shall be drawn up to ensure balanced development 

throughout Iraq with due attention to the Kurdish area. 

(c) Pensions shall be paid to the families of those members of the Kurdish 

armed movement and others martyred during the past regrettable 
hostilities; pensions will also be pmd to those disabled or deformed 
M a result of the fighting. Special legislation will be enacted to 
implement this on the lines of the laws currently in force. 
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(d) Imm ediate action will be taken to relieve hardship by implementing 

housing projects, providing appropriate aid in cash and in kind and 
by arranging through the Kgh Committee for the appropriate 
compensation to those in need who are not covered by the provisions 
of the paragraphs above. 

8. The inhabitants of Arab and Kurdish villages shall be restored to their 
former homes. The inhabitants of villages in areas not designated for habitation 
and which are taken over by the Government for public utility purposes under 
law shall be resettled in neighbouring areas and properly compensated. 

9. The Agrarian Reform Law shall be quickly implemented in the Kurdish 
area and amended in such a way as to guarantee the end of the feudal system and 
the acquisition by the peasants of suitable plots of land. Taxes on such land 
which accumulate over the period of the conflict shall be waived. 

10. It has been agreed that the Interim Constitution shall be amended as 
follows: 

(a) The people of Iraq is made up of two principal nationalities. The Arab 

nationality and the Kurdish nationety. This Constitution confirms 
the national rights of the Kurdish people and the rights of all minorities 
within the framework of Iraqi unity. 

ib) The following paragraph shall be added to Article 4 of the Constitution: 

“ The Kurdish language shall be, with Arabic, the official language 
in the Kurdish area.” 

(c) The above will be incorporated into the permanent Constitution. 

11. The (Kurdish) broadcasting station and heavy weapons shall be handed 

over to the Government. This to be done when the final stages of the agreement 
are implemented. - ~ 

12. A Kurd shall be one of the Vice-Presidents of the Republic. 

13. The Govemorates Law shall be amended to conform with the substance 
of this statement. 

14. Following the publication of this statement the necessary measures shall 
be taken in consultation with the High Committee supervising its implementation 
to unify the govemorates and administrative units in areas populated by a Kurdish 
majority; these areas to be decided by an ofiScial census yet to be carried out. The 
State shall endeavour to develop this administrative unity and deepen and broaden 
the Kurdish people’s exercise of all their national rights as a guarantee of their 
enjoying autonomy (al-hukm adh-dhati) within the wider national unity. Until 
this administrative unity is achieved Kurdish national affairs shall be co-ordinated 
by periodic meetings between the High Committee and the governors of the 
northern area. As autonomy is to be achieved within the framework of the Iraqi 
Republic the exploitation of natural resources in the area will naturally fall under 
the jurisdiction of the Republican authorities. 

15. The Kurdish people shall share in the legislative power in a ratio 
corresponding with their proportion of the Iraqi population. 

(The declaration concludes with general exhortations.) 
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Would you please refer to Baghdad telegrams on this subject, 
the latest received here being No. 207 of 13 March. We have not 
specifically reported on the Kurds in Turkey since John Dodds* 
letter of 14 October 1968 to Mick O'Brien, and between then and 
now the Turkish Government's policy of holding publicity about 
the Kurds to a minimum has been, on the whole, successful. But 
the recent agreement reached between Barzani and the Iraqi 
Government has given rise to a certain amount of local comment, 
although it is perhaps significant that most of this was not 
published until a week after the news of the agreement broke. The 
agreement itself was barely reported in the Turkish press. 

2. Commentary has tended to be cautious. It has been pointed 
out that Turkey will benefit from the agreement in at least one 
sense: there should be, anyway for the moment, more peace and 
quiet on her south-eastern border, where over the years the Iraqis 
have accidentally dropped bomba intended for their own Kurdish 
rebels. But other commentators have spoken of the dangers 
inherent to Turkish stability in the agreement. Barzani has been 
quoted as looking forward to the day when there would be unity and 
freedom for all Kurds; and there has been speculation that, now 
that the Iraqi Government may be able to use Barzani against Iran 
(in the way Iran is said to have used Barzani against Iraq), Turkey 
is exposed to a similar danger. There has also been a reference 
to the troubles which Atatflrk had with the Kurds, when "foreign 
forces" were prepared to interfere in Turkey's affairs, and a 
warning that Turkey should be aware of this danger too. Comments 
have been inter-mingled with scepticism that this agreement with 
the Kurds has a chance of proving to be "final". 


3. Not unnaturally there has been no official reaction to the 
agreement; but there is a feeling that the majority of the Kurds 
in Turkey are no longer potentially subversive, and it would not 
be surprising if the Turkish Government is taking a relaxed 
attitude in present circumstances. Furthermore, while the Iraqi 
Government may be glad of another sensitive point for the Iranians, 
subversive activities against Turkey would be something else. 

The militant Arab countries tend to curry Turkey's favour on the 
Arab/lsraeli issue. In this context the President of Iraq's 
statement, reported in the Turkish press on 23 March, that Iraq 
fully supported Turkey on the Cyprus problem, and was pleased with 


Turkey's policy over Palestine, 


is interesting. 



P.R. Pearn, Esq., 


Southern European Dept,, 


P.C.O. 


c.c. Chancery: BAGHDAD TEHRAN Consulate General, ISTANBUL. 
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RESTR ICT: 



BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION 

Alexander Pallis Street, Nicosia 




Inspired "by the articles on Iraq 
and Cyprus printed side hy side in a 
recent isi 


58ue of The Economist, I write 
to ask whether you could send us details 
of the settlement concluded "between the 


I 


Iraqi Government and the Kurds, 


Prom 


newspaper reports and particularly fro 
the article in The Economist, it would 
appear that the situation v/hlch existed 
in Iraq and that which continues here 

not so dissimilar as we had supposed. 





were 

We and the US Embassy, 
we could obtain for the 






ho inquired whether 
details of the 


agreement and any relevant commentary 
thereon, were struck by a number of 
features in press reports, e.g. the 
understanding that the Kurds would retain 
their separate armed forces until such 
time as the agreement with the Government 
had been fully implemented. 

It seemed possible that features of 
the agreement concluded in Iraq could 
at some stage be useful to anyone 
searching for new ideas to help promote 
a Cyprus settlement. 
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(T,L,A. DAUNT) 


F.R. Fearn, Esq,, 

Southern European Department, 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 
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and a command centre and v^icle concentration, setting the command cent 
vehicles on fire, silencing enemy fire and inflicting casualties. On 2nd Ap 
group. In co-operatlaa with a Popular Liberation Forces group, attacked a 
Mount Hermon, destrogriag Us weapons and Inflicting casualties. C*Voice' 
Arabic 18.30 GMT 3.4.70) 


Reports in Brief 




_ (Text) Kirkuk: The Central Committeelof 

meet today (3.4.70] under the chairmanship 


Kurdish De mocrats Pai 

locratic^ 

* 

Barzaal. The Kurdish Ministers In the Iraqi Goremment have arrived here to take part 



in Uiis meeting. (Iraqi News Agency in Arabic 00,30 GMT 3.4.70) 


Kur^sh Democ ratic 
a^ housing M 



nts (Text) Baghdad: Nuri Shawls, the Public Works 
PoUti^ Bureau of the Kurdish Democratic 


Party, has announced the names of those in the Party’s central committee and political 
bureau, hi a press statement puUlshed in Baghdad today [4.4.70], Shawls said that the 
executive committee consisted of 10 mendiers: Abd al-Wahhab al-Atru8h4 Rashid Sindi, 
Nu'man Isa, Muhammad Hirsin, All Sajari, Muhammad Amin Muhammad All, Fatih 
Muh ammad, Hashim Aqrawl, Tadallah Karim and. Isma'll al-Mulla Aziz. The Political 
Bureau consists of six members, three of whom were nominated by the Party for minist¬ 
erial posts in the present Cabinet. Hie six members are All Abdullah, Aziz Aqrawi, 
Muhammad Mahmn<4 Dr. Mahmud Uthman, Salih al-Yusufi and Nuri Shawls. (Iraqi 
News Agency in Arabic 09.35 GMT 4.4.70) 



accordanoe with a new< amendment to the Iraqi ,1 ., 
Interior is^nmpowered to exemptia)number > 

nationals who have acquired foreign citizenship from the provision depriving them of their 
Iraqi nationality, (fxiqi News Agency in Arabic 11.51 GMT 3.4.70) 

to Qa<iiirft (Text of cable from General Federation of 
an student masses throughout the world have great 
confidence to the Palestinian revolution and its ability to escalate, continue and frustrate 
all attempts at trusteeship and containment. Our Palestinian masses, who have forged 
their path by revolutionary violence and total reliance on the support and protection of the 
Arab masses, are astcniMied by what has been said in your speech on the Palestinian 
revolution. We believe that the reports that have been submitted to you are greatly 
distorted and false. ("Voice of Palestine" in Arabic 17.30 GMT 3.4.70) 



n 



ycurlty measures to Letenon Beirut: Security measures are being taken follow- 
discovery at a plan to^idn^ a number of Arab writers and politicians opposing the 
policy of a number of Arab rulers. This fcdlows the kidnapping of 2uhayr Shalaq, pcditical 
writer of the weekly ’Al-Jadid', on 30th March* (Iraqi News Agency in Arabic 
11.22 GMT 3.4.70) 




I circles f] 
statement 
security fc 


pictures of 


Incidents 


Statement by Kamal JunMatt (Text) Beirut: TTie Minister of the Intericw 


has announced that he will continue to exert efforts to expel well-known 
power, restore legttimacy and reinforce democracy in Lebanon, to a 
the session of the Chamber of Deputies yesterday [2.4.70] he said the 


JunMatt 


alter 


were unable to apprehend 400 accused because they are In the 
Junblatt called for the elimination of such areas. He 

Incidents and said that those 
11.46 GMT 3.4.70) 


lilltary 


■last A hm ad Bln Salih (Kxcerpt) The Premier has issued an order" on' 

In aceordsnce with his decision dated 2nd April 
1970, to take legal proceedings against the defendant Ahmad Bin Saltti, former Secret^ 
of State for National Economy and Planning, on a charge of high treason, •. (Tunis In 
French 21.30 GMT and In Arabic 23.00 GMT 3.4.70) 
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CXher Broadeasta oq laraelt-Arab Affairs 

Israeli air attok Nile Delta targeto (Teiti of UAR official statement) A group of enemy 
aircraft peiMtrated^r iir vpskce in tEe northern coast in the central Delta to attack our 
guns in this area. Ottr interceptor fighters confronted the enemy aircraft. A dogfight 
took place orer the northern Delta with about 30 aircraft from both sides taking part. 

The enemy aircraft escaped from the battle and flew back without achieving their aims. 

All our aircraft returned safely. We suffered no losses in life or equipment. (Cairo in 
Arghlc, 11*45 GMT 3.4.70) 

(Abstract of Israeli report) The Israeli Air Force at about 12.00 on 3rd Aprfl raided two 
Egyptian SA-2 ground-to-air missile sites in the Mansurah area in the northern sector 

of the Delta. All our aircraft returned safely, (Israel in Arabic 22.00 GMT 3.4.70) 

* 

Gg^ grena^ incideiU Two grenades were thrown at an Israeli military transport 
vehicle liTthe main street in Gaza at about 00.00 on 3rd April, Hiere were no casual¬ 
ties, but the vehicle was slightly damaged. (Israel in Arabic 11.00 GMT 3.4.70) 

o" ■ 

Mortar attyk oo Geaher Kibbutz Gesher,, in the Jordan valley, came under fire from 
Jordan 0 D^%e, night o^ 2nd-3rd April. The mortar bombs caused no casualties or damage 
and the fire was returned. (Israel in English 11.30 GMT 3.4.70) 

Incident near Janin Small arms fire was opened at a milttary transport vehicle south of 
Janin on the evening d 2nd April. There were no casualties. (Israel in Arabic 
11.00 GMT 3.4.70) ) ~ . 


Ramallah grenade tiyident A grenade was thrown at an B^ed bus in the central square 
of RamaUah on 3rd April. There were no casualties or damage.^ (Israel in En^ish* 
11.30 GMT 3.4.70) f 



Firing in the Jordan valley (Abstract of Jordanian official statement) The enemy opened 
medium machine-^n fire at our forces in the Zahrat an-Na]jar area, southern Jordan 
valley, at 22.40 on 3rd April. Our forces returned the fire. The exchange continued 
for 10 minptes. Our forces suffered no losses. (Amman in Arabic 04,01 GMT 4.4.70) 


PLF. PSF and PFLP General Command operations (Abstract of Palestine ’Armed 
Stru^Le Cot^piand communiques) On the ni^t oT^st March-lst ApHl the Popular 
Liberation Forces attacked tike Abu as-Sus observation post, silencing enemy fire and 
inflicting casualties. On 29th March they detonated a mine under a vehicle in Wadi Fayfa, 
south of the Dead Sea, and destroyed it. A fighter threw a grenade at a bus in Daiyah 
Qua,rter in Gaza, damaging it and killing the driver and co-driver. Another fighter threw 
^ bomb at a n^ilitary vehicle aear a market in Gaza, damaging the vehicle. On 3rd April 
the PLF killed four soldiers in sniping operations in the Abu as-Sus, Khatib, and Dayr ' 
al-Aqra areas, central jordan vsdley.'i. The PLF and the Pedlar Strug^e Front attacked 
ambush and observation posts in Tallat al-Hamra area, destroying a SOmm. machine-gun 
and silencing another, detonating an anti-personnel minefield, seizing a number of mines 
and inflicting casualties. On 30th March the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine General CoDunand destroyed a vehicle in the Turkumaniyah area. On Che night 
of lst-2nd April a clash occurred between our men and ambush parties In the Khisfin' 
area: the enemy suffered casualties and two of our men were killed. CVoice of 
Palestine*; in Arabic 17.30.GMT 3.4.70) . .. 


(Abstract of Palestine Armed Strug^e Command communi^ 
ques; un ana Apru ttinea cnarges placed by Asifah Group 77 destroyed two buildings In 
Deishum settlement, Upper Galilee, inflicting casualties. Asifah attacked a foot patrol 
at (shawr al-Balawinah,^i'I>irkunianiarah area,- toflictliiK four casualties. Aslfa^ also 
attacked a foot patrol in Ghawr ash-Sk ur a ys idi,. Khatib area, infUcting casdaltiesl Oh the 
nigl^t of lst-2n0 April Asifah Group 123 attacked a camp In Khisfin area, ^ Golan Heights, " 
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Kurdish Settlement 


There has been considerable Interest here in the 
Iraq/Kurdlsh agreement of 11 March and in particular 
in its implications for an eventual Increase In Irag.'s 
ilitary deployments in Jordan - against Israel and in 
the South - for confronting Iran and overawing Kuwait. 
Hence, the enclosed'paper which, although in parts is 
based on sheer speculation, we hope is not too wide of 
the mark. 
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course. 


We should be grateful for any comments in 

I should stress that 


due 

agreed 


the paper is not 
interdepartmentally or in Whitehall; it is, as it states, 

N.B.D«'s view. 
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(S. L. Egerton) 


P. MoKearney Esq*, 
BAGHDAD 
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SECRET 



On 11 March, 1970 the Iraq Revolutionary Command Covincil 
announced the "complete and constitutional settlement of tlio 
Kurdish issue". This followed three months of negotiations in 
Baghdad during which time the Soviet Government seems to have 
exerted considerablepressure on both sides to settle their 
differences. The Point Agreement, which has been 


confirmed by Kurdish leaders, is given in full in the Research 
Department Memorandum at Appendix A, which also compares tho 
new agreement with the abortive settlement of 1966. This is 
being printed. Both agreements have many points in common. 

2. The main points of the published Agreement of 11 March are: 

« 

(a) The Iraq Government has declared its intention to develop 

the administrative unity of the Kurdish area and to 

• { 
give the Kurds a measure of autonomy in it. 

(b) The Kurds are to haVe an "equitable share" of publio 

office, including a Kurdish Vice President, official 
posts and senior Army appointments, 

e 

9 

(o) There are to be Kurdish representatives in the legislobure 

(which is as yet non-existent) in proportion to their 
percentage of the total population. 

% 

(d) Kurdish officials are tc operate in predominantly 

Kurdish areas. 

(e) The Iraq Government will provide relief meastires and 

economic aid in the war-damaged areas of Northern Iran. 



t 


SECRET 
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5 . 


Wg know from reliable oources that there are some secret 


> P 


clauses to the agreement as follows:- 

(i) A joint committee will be sot up to suporvioe 


. (iii) 


♦ • 

► , 


. ; 


• • 


implementation' of 
with both parties. 


agreement 


onsultation 


(ii) One of the tasks of the joint corunittee vrould be to 

reduce the number of the Kurdish regular force, if 

# 

possible, to 6,000 men. During the period of 

4 

resettlement, which \/ill be in five unspecified stages, 

* 

• the Iraq Government will pay for the general upkeep 


of the force. 


Government will disarm and disband all 


Kurdish 


Kurdish 


Barzani. and tho 


armed 


are 


to their "normal positions". 

(iv) The Kurdish Democratic Party is to be allowed to 

4 

operate freely in the Kurdish region and to publish 
'its own newdpaper. 

(v) All persons formerly in Iraqi Government 3ervj.ee vrtio 

joined in the Kurdish rebellion will be |)emittod to 

% 

resume their employment without loos of seniority. 


Those who served with -the Kurdish regulars (the 
Pish Mer/;a) are to be permitted to count their 


servic 


with the Kurds as if they had served in Iraqi Armed Forces. 

4 

(vi) A nation-wide census will take place within one year to 

define the region pf Kurdish majority, ^ 

(vii) Althou^ the Iraqi national flag will not be altered 


specially to incorporate a Kurdish symbol 
. ' ' • • • • • 

this will be done as and when tho national 

SECRET 


cho.iged. 

/ 4 . 


4 



4. Since the announcement of the agreement, both the Ironi 
Government and the Kiirds have been at paine to emphasise their 

I 

♦ 

determination to malce it stick. On 31 March, as part of n. 

Government reshuffle, five Kurds were appointed to Ministries - 
including Agriculture, Works and Housing, and the Development 
of the North, Despite this moderately promising start (Cabinet 
posts as such are not of much account in present-day Iraq), we 
believe that the chances of this agreement developing into a 
lasting solution to the Kurdish problem are sli^tly less than 
evens. There are important obscurities in the publicised 
agreement which are not clarified in the secret annex. These 
include the precise extent of the Kurdish autonomous area, the 
exact meaning of the word "autonomy", and the amount io be 
allocated^ by the Iraqi Government for the development of the 
Kurdish region. All these points will cause difficulty from 
the start and if they are to be seriously gone into will require 

a further period of tough negotiation. There is no evidence 

* 

yet that the Iraq Government is ready to undertake this. The 

# 

Kurds, on the other hand, need a respite from the war but have nc 
reason to trust any Iraq Government, given the past history of 
relations between them. They will certainly not agree to the 
final disbanding of the Pish Merga and the surrender of their 
heavy weapons and wireless station until they have seen the 
colour of Ba'athi money and substantial progress towards cDnrific ".tiH 
of obscure points in the Agreement. 

5. We know that the agreement lias caused the 3hah concern since 


that 


successfully implemented, it i/ill free the 


• « 


• *• 


• • 


cj*n 


CRHT 


/h? nd s 


0 




hands of tho Ba'ath Govornrnent to cause trouble for Kuwait \d in 

$ 

the Gulf cenerally. He may also fear that with thoir ovm : irds 
more or loss under control, tho Iraqis may wish to try and '^’ibvert 
those on tho Iranian side of the frontier and will be genemily 

4 

freer to try to cause trouble within Iran - for instance in 
Khuziotan, where there is an Arab population tho^:l^2;ht to be 'bout 
three milD-ions, Accordingly the Shah can be counted on to jtop . 
up his activities within Iraqi Kurdistan in an atJ ompt to s^^bvort ^ho 
agreement. This could bo tho decisive factor if, as seems lil:ely, 
negotiations on tho more delicate issues run into difficult:’.js, TI e 
Israelis can be coimted on to assist the Persians in this e::orci;je 
financially and perhapo by increased liaison id.th Savalc etc. 

• » 

6. If the agreement is eventually successfully implemento:"'. there 
will be scope for the redoployii\ent of some of the Iraqi forcos 

% 

(up to fotir divisions) at present tied up in the North. There 

4 

4 

have been indications of the Government's intention to deploy 
more troops both in Jordan and on tho south eastern frontier vrith 

4 

> 

Iran but to date, as far as is known, only one battalion has 
moved from Kurdistan (to Jordan), and it seems improbable t}jat 

any large scale movements will be made until more progress )• 'S bcje:. 

% 

made on implementation. If and when the situation allows such 

4 

movements, it is probable that a considerable portion of the 

% 

forces released would go to Jordan to supplement tho 15f000 or 

so Iraqis there at present. The Iraqis have not boon notable 

% ^ 

for any effective show* of aggression against Israel, and we rould 
judge that the reinforcement of their contingent in Jordan would 


be largely for presentational reasons 




.« > 


EGRET 


It is also likely that 

• • 

4 

/som j 



oome troops would be posted south to "confront” Iran acroca 
the Shatt al Arab. These too would have a largely present ’iionfil 

4 

role, though their presence v/ould to some extent increase t'^nsicn 

I 

along the southern part of the Iraq/Iran frontier. It v.’Oii:!.' al.' o 
increase jitterinoss in Kuwait, thou^i we do not consider t'lat ••;h( 

♦ 

Iraqis have, at present, ajiy aggressive intentions against Iluvrai t 
despite heavy Ba'athist hints (not made in public) that they . 

"have Kuwait more or less in their pocket". 

« 

7. Unemployed Iraqi hands generally turn to mischief; the 

Iraqi's ability to promote mischief outside their o\m count-.y 

* • 

has fortunately been limited by their inept diplomacy, admilnisti-a-; ive 
. incompetence and ill-judged timing. Stalemate in Kurdistsui sui-! ec 

nearly everybody (except the combatants) very vj'ell. It is brrd 

* 

not to see the prospect of peace as a theoretical threat, lut 

the Iraqis can nsually bo relied on to defeat themselves. 

» • 

% 

• • 4 

f 
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The Ba’athist Ooverament'a Settlement with 



the Kurds 




(j 


Ft.A<r O 



H.M. Ambassador, Baghdad has written an 
interesting despatch on the agreement of 11 March 
which is very much on the same lines as our paper of 
2 April. He shares our view that there are hard 
negotiations to come before this settlement can be 
regarded as a final solution to the Kurdish problems. 

2. As our own paper has been launched upwards and 
as this despatch does not differ from our conclusions 
in any important respect I do not think that it i 
necessary to submit departmental comments. 


3. 


I have recommended that the despatch should be 


printed as a Diplomatic Report and given North Africa 
and Middle East circulation and also 'Q* Commonwealth 
distribution.I do not recommend priority printing in 
this case. 


4. An advance copy should be circulated to 
interested departments within the office and I will 
arrange this. Mr. Arther, Mr. Hayman and the 
Permanent Under Secretary will see the Despatch under 
cover of the usual pro-formaL*^****" a**#**^ a* s>w.eo a«r 


5. 


I attach a draft 


cknowledgement to 


Mr. Balfour Paul to issue from Mr. Tripp 



(P.R.M.Hlnchcllffe) 
7 April, 1370 
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Fordgn tnd Commonwealth Office 

London S.W.1 


7 April, 1970. 



! 




Thazik you for your most Interesting Despatch of 27 March 
which we have arranged, under the new aystem, to be printed for 
North Africa and Middle East distribution. 


2. There has been considerable interest in the Kurdish question 
here - stimulated by the dramatic axmouncement of 11 March and 
this led us to produce our own brief assessment of the agreemeit 
a copy of idiioh has been sent to you under cover of our letter 
NEQ 1/2 of 7 April. We are delisted (and rather relieved) to 
find that our conclusions are very much in line with your own! 


« 

1 

» 

i ' ■ ■' 

w 

(J.P. Tripp) 


H.B. Mr. H.O. Balfour Paul, OM, 

BA&roiD 
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ril 1970 



You will have seen the account in our telegra 
March of the press conference given "by President Bakr on 
Saturday 28 March to deocrihe progreao made uo far in 
implementing the 11 March Manifesto about a settlement of 
the Kurdish question. I attended and can therefore fill 
out to a certain extent the brief record given there. 



2 . 


The most important points were, as mentioned in the 


telegram, the future of the Pish Merga, the formation of 
the National Assembly and the new Ministerial Appointments. 
Jenner is writing separately about the ministerial appointments. 


3. 


On the Pish 


een that the Ambassador 


been covered in a "Secret Protocol 


erga you will have 1 
in his despatch of 27 March mentioned the obscurity in 
the original manifesto about their futxire. The President 
in his statement and in subsequent answers to questions gave 
the impression that the original declaration provided for 
the disbandment and disarmament of all irregular armed 
forces. It didn*t: and thotigh the subject may well have 

4 - ^ fto^—^4- t)—almost unthlnkabl 

that Barzani would accept the total suppression of his 
private army. The President himself said that the intention 
was to merge the Pish Merga with the Iraqi •^rmy, which 
confirms on a more official basis the press reports of 
similar statements in the past by Saddam Hussein and 
Mahmoud Othman, Some of it no doubt will be, 

4* The President*s announcement about nropcress on the 
drafting of the National Assembly Bil 

most important feature of the press conference, and also 
something of a surprise. The terms of the announcement 
with the declaration that the National Assembly would 
ass\ime some of the legislative powers of the Revolutionary 
Command Council and would comprise, among others, 
representatives of ”the two prolltical parties'* go some 



perhaps the 


/way 


P, R, M, Hinchcliffe, Esq,, 

Near Eastern Department, 

F,C, 0 ,, 

London S,W.1« 
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way to resolving, as far as external appearances are concerned, the points 
raised hy the Amhassador in paragraph 7(a) and (e) of his despatch. 

But we must wait and see what the Bill sajrs, when it emerges. In 
any case the Revolutionary Command Coxzncil remains firmly a Ba'athi 
preserve, 

5, One physical problem concerned with the re-establishment 
of a National Assembly will be the rehousing of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs which at present occupies a large portion of the 
building. Plans are under way for the construction of a new Ministry 
building doser to the Presidential Palace and a member of the Ministry 
with whom I ^oke today expects it will be completed in a few months. 

He would not however be drawn on a possible date for the convocation 
of a new assembly and the possibility that the Ministry and the 
Assembly might have to cohabit for a period, 

6 # There continue to be stories of clashes between Barzanists and 
Talabanlsts, These do not seem to be of any great size and are 
probably in the nature of settling old scores. The Talabanlst 
Governor of Dohuk has been transferred to Hi 11a and a K\ird, 

Mohammed Rasul, the Governor of Amara, who is not as far as we 
know tied to either faction, has taken his place in Dohuk, 

7« As you will have doubtless seen from the summary of world 
broadcasts, the Kurdish radio, the voice of Kurdistan, has closed 
down. This was of coTorse provided for in the Declaration, The 
TalMbanlst newspaper, Al-Nur, ceased publication at the end of 
inarch and we \inderstand that the K\irdish newspaper, Al-Ta'akhi, which 
was banned in 1968, is due to recommence publication on Saturday 4 
April# We have already received from a "representative” of the 
Kurdish Democratic Party a copy of the March edition of their, 
tintil now, \mdergro\md publication Kha*bat (The Struggle)# 

8 , Other developments have included the announcement that 
tourist areas in the north are to be opened for this year's tourist 
season and the allocation of funds by the Revolutionary Command 
Council towards rebuilding of certain tourist resorts. The Five 
Year Economic Plan for the period 1970-74 which has j'lst been 
published in talking of the areas in which the private sector can 
best assist the national economy has called for investment by the 
private sector in hotels, and restaurants, throughout the 
country, 

9 # According to the Finnish chargtf one of his compatriots has been 
recruited through United Nations channels to organize the promised 
census of Kurdish areas by October, 

10, Thus, although the joint Peace Committee which is officially 
charged with Implementing the settlement has only been reported 
as meeting on one occasion so far, the government for its part has 
at least made a start; and there has been no rumour to date 
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Of dissatisfaction or 


econd-thoughts on the part of the Kurds. 




Chancery Tehran, 
Chancery Beirut. 


copies to 



CYPHER CAT A 
ROUTINE BAGHDAD 

TELEGRAM NO 24? 



TO FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 
31ST MARCH 1970 


CONFIDENTIAL. 

ADDRESSED TO FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE TELEGRAM NO 24? OF 
31ST MARCH 1970 REPEATED FOR INFORMATION ROUTINE TO TEHERAN, 

BAHRAIN (RESIDENCY AND AGENCY), BEIRUT, CAIRO, AMMAN, KUWAIT, 

JEDDA AND WASHINGTON. 

PRESIDENT BAKR GAVE AN UNPRECEDENTED PRESS CONFERENCE ON SATURDAY 
2BTH MARCH TO DESCRIBE PROGRESS MADE SO FAR IN IMPLEMENTING THE 
IITH MARCH MANIFESTO ABOUT A SETTLEMENT OF THE KURDISH SETTLEMENT 

AND TO ANSWER QUESTIONS GENERALLY ON IRAQ'S FOREIGN POLICY. A 
member of my staff attended by INVITATION. 

2. IN HIS OPENING STATEMENT ABOUT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
KURDISH SETTLEMENT THE THREE MAJOR POINTS OF INTEREST WEREl 

A. THAT THE IRAQ GOVERNMENT HAD STARTED TO DISBAND THE IRREGULAR 
roRCES AND TO RECEIVE THEIR ARMS AND AMMUNITION. 

B. THAT THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND COUNCIL HAD COMPLETED THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL UNDER WHICH THE COUNCIL WOULD GRANT SOME 
OF ITS LEGISLATIVE POWERS TO A NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WHICH WOULD HAVE 

SPECIFIC LEGISLATIVE POWERS COMPLEMENTING THOSE EXERCISED BY THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND COUNCIL. 

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WOULD COMPRISE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TWO 
POLITICAL PARTIES (BA'ATH AND KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY) AS WELL 
AS REPRESENTATIVES OF FEDERATIONS, TRADE UNIONS, POPULAR 
ORGANISATIONS AND CERTAIN NATIONAL ELEMENTS. 

C. THAT NEW MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS WOULD BE ANNOUNCED WITHIN 
THE WEEK. 

3. THE QUESTIONS FROM JOURNALISTS CAME IN THE MAIN FROM LEBANESE, 
JORDANIAN, SYRIAN AND UAR NEWSPAPERS, AND THE MAJOR QUESTION 
UNDERLYING MANY OF THOSE POSED WAS THE FUTURE DEPLOYMENT OF THOSE 
LEMENTS OF THE IRAQI ARMY WHICH WOULD BE FREED FROM THEIR DUTIES IN 
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/THE NORTH 
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THE NORTH, THE PRESIDENT GAVE NO SPECIFIC ANSWER BUT SAID THAT 
T>IE SETTLEMENT OF THE KURDISH ISSUE WOULD OFFER THE ARMED FORCES 
GREATER OPPORTUNITY TO DISCHARGE THEIR DUTIES AGAINST THE ENEMIES 
CF THE IRAQI NATION, BOTH ZIONIST AND IMPERIALIST, 

4. IN A SINGLE REFERENCE TO THE TENTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
A?AB BA'ATH SOCIALIST PARTY THE PRESIDENT REVEALED THAT THE DRAFT 

SETTLEMENT OF THE KURDISH ISSUE AS EXPRESSED IN THE IITH MARCH 
MANIFESTO HAD BEEN APPROVED BY THE CONFERENCE. 

5. IN ANSWER TO A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ON THE ARAB GULF, NONE OF 
VHICH SPECIFICALLY REFERRED TO THE BAHRAIN/IRAN EXERCISE, THE 
PRESIDENT SAID »THE BOLSTERING AND PROTECTION OF THE ARAB CHARACTER 

OF THE GULF PRINCIPALITIES IS ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL TASKS OF THE 
17TH JULY REVOLUTION, IT SHOULD ALSO BE ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL TASKS 
OF ALL GOVERNMENTS AND POPULAR AND DEMOCRATIC FORCES THROUGHOUT 
THE ARAB HOMELAND*. 

6. THERE WERE A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE 
PISH MERGA FORCES OF BARZANI AND THE POLITICAL FUTURE OF THE 
TALABANIST KURDS. THE PRESIDENT REITERATED THE GOVERNMENT'S 
DETERMINATION TO MERGE THE PISH MERGA WITH THE IRAQI ARMED FORCES 
tS FAR AS POSSIBLE AND DECLARED THE SETTLEMENT HAD BEEN AT 
NOBODY'S EXPENSE. ALL IRREGULAR ARMED FORCES WERE TO BE LIQUIDATED. 

7. SINCE THE CONFERENCE, 12 MINISTERIAL CHANGES HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED 
AMONG THE 8 NEW MINISTERS APPOINTED ARE FIVE KURDS, WHOSE MOST 
IMPORTANT PORTFOLIOS AREi AGRICULTURE, WORKS AND HOUSING, AND 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NORTH. A NEW MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT HAS 
ALSO BEEN FORMED. 

8. THE PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE WAS HAILED IN THE LOCAL PRESS 
UDER THE BANNER HEADLINES 'SENSATIONAL REVELATIONS BY BAKR'. 

THERE WAS NOTHING SENSATIONAL IN HIS STATEMENT OR IN HIS ANSWERS 
TO THE PREPARED QUESTIONS. ON THE ARAB GULF FOR INSTANCE THE 
ANSWER WAS NOTABLE MORE FOR ITS OMMISION THAN FOR ANYTHING HE SAID. 
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NEVERTHELESS HIS HANDLING OF THE OCCASION WAS SOMETHING OF A 
PERSONAL SUCCESS, AND HE CAREFULLY AVOIDED CRITICIZING 
IRAQ’S NEIGHBOURS, NOR WAS THERE ANY DIRECT CRITICISM OF 
OURSELVES. 

F.CO.O. PLEASE PASS ROUTINE TO CCAIRRO TEHERAN, BAHRAIN (RESIDENCY 
AND AGENCY), KUWAIT AND WASHINGTON. 


MR BALFOUR PAUL 


[REPEATED AS RShUESTED] 


DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
AIi/.B Da»T. 

N.E/iST. 

U.N.D. 

DEFENCE D’*T^T • 


OIL DEPT. 
NEJS DEPT. 
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Near Eastern Departnent 



NBQ Xf « 10 April, 1970 


Gordon King, desk officer at the U.S. 
here has asked us ie pass on to him, fro 
tlM. any papers of general Interest on Iraq. 


Smbaeay 
tine to 


a 


part of the Middle East, on v/hich, for ohvlcua 
reasons, he and hie colleagues are somewhat unalghte 


2. I tliough ; 
have a copy of 
Kurdish settle 
reached you hy 


ould know that I have let hi 
ad’s interesting despatch on th€ 
your copy of which should have 




(P. R. W. Kinchcliffe) 



R, Molhuish, Ssq.,, 
British Embassy, 

Washington 




c.c* J. II. Symons, 

Baghdad. 
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April 3rd, 1970 


[republic of IRAQI 

BARZANl SAYS KURDS TO ABIDE BY GOVT. «S DECISIONS Kurds 

Mulla Mustafa Barsani, leader of the national Kurdish moYement in Iraq, has said that the 
Kuz*ds of Iraq will from now on abide by whatever the central government in Baghdad will decide 
for them. He made the statement in an interview with Beiznit's weekly and pro-Iraq AL SAYYAD 
published yesterday. The weekly's reporter said the interview was conducted at Nawberdan 
the north of Iraq and about 33 kilometers from the border with Iran. The village, consisting of 
about 20 mud-houses, is described by the reporter as the headquarters of the Kurdish Democ¬ 
ratic Party (KDP) and the place where the agreement settling the Kurdish problem was reached 
through negotiations between Baraani and representatives of the central government. 



Not Independence. Baraani was asked about the new relationship)that has come about as a 



result of the March 11th Declaration putting an end to the Kurdish insurrection. He said that the 
relationship between an Iraqi Arab and an Iraqi Kurd was based on the "fact that Arabs and KurcV 
are one thing. Reason brings them together, and madness puts them a[iart." 

Barsani, when asked whether the March 11th Declaration granting autonomy to the Kurds 
meant that the Kurdish community became independent, emphasised that "the laws, plans and 
orders of the Iraqi government apply toi Kurdistan" and that the entire Iraqi people babks.the Govi 


He 


added that the Kurds are committed to what the people of Iraq decides as well as to the 


decisions of the Iraqi government. 

Future Role. Asked if he had any plans to participate in any official action, now that the 
Kurdish problem has been settled, Barsani said, according to the interview: "The duty of a per 
son is to serve the people. Therefore, I shall continue to serve the people. I do not consider 
this as purely politics. I hope I will be able to carry out my duty according to my capabilities." 

Barsani said that he has become an old man and passed the retirement age. "My personal 

t 

desire," he said, "is to stay away from everything. I demand this, and tried several times to 
realise it. But my brothers (meaning his colleagues) refuse this. Therefore, I shall continue to 
serve according to my capabilities and in the place they appoint me to." 



Talabani. Asked for his views about his rival,Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani, who had be¬ 
en supported by the l^aathist government in Iraq until the agreement of last month was reached, 
Barsani emphasised that national Kurdish unity was prevailing. "But there are some traitors 
and spies, including one who stands against religion, Kurdish nationalism and the rights of min¬ 
orities. He, therefore, cannot be considered a Kurd nor does he represent any one. He is re¬ 
jected." Barsani did not mention: names. 

Commandos and Palestine. Barsani was then asked if the Kurds had any intention of joining 
the Palestinian resistance movement. He answered: "I personally shall not do so, because this 
kind of action is not made for an old man like me-. I do not have the power nor the capabilities 
for it." The interviewer said: "I am asking you in your capacity as leader of the Pesh Mergha 
(Barsani's estimated 20,000-strong irregulars)." Barsani replied: "I am not the leader of the 
Pesh Mergha. The people's interest is the leader." Asked who should the Palestinian commandos 

ask about the possibility of making use of the Fesh Mergha, Barsani reportedly gave a straight- 

♦ 

forward answer: "The President of the Iraqi Republic." 


^TT. 
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by LORD KILBRACKEN 


IMPORTANT DETAILS of 
the delicate peace talks 
taking place between 
Kurds and Arabs in Iraq 
are slowly becoming 
known. 

Though both sides, in ^^hedr 
oflicial statements, have 
aimed to give the impression 
that all is peace and light 
after the years of civil war» 
it is now clear that serious 
differences have still be 
resolved. 

Because these centre largely 
around the future of Kirkuk, 
ttiey are of special concern to 
Western powers^Britain in par- 
tlcular—^wlUi major oil interests 
In Iraq. 

Tlic 54 production wells in 
Kirkuk are operated by the 
London-based Iraq Petroleum 
Company, whicu in 30 per cent 
British-owned. They ^ow ac 
annual net profit of more than 
£300 million and are responsible 
for perhaps four-fifUis of the 
country's production. 

It is now kiio’An that the 
Baathisi Go^ermueut «n Ba^^d 
has, indeed, r^greed to nian>’ 
Kurdish demands to a quite 
unexpected extent, which may 
be taken as sho\^ ing a real desire 
to end the long and costly war 
—or. if one is rather more cyni¬ 
cal. to secure a Icngtigr cease¬ 
fire.. 

Definition 

* This is now allowing ft Do 
redeploy three army oivisfons 
—half Its total armed forces— 
from the front in Kurdistan for 
poGslbOe future use against 
Israei or Iran. 

Five Kurds have been 
appointed M misters in the 
central government, headed by 
the brlmnt young Muhamed 
Mahmoud AMulrehman. a 
graduate of the L.8JL. with 
reeponsfefluy for *• the recoo- 
ctruction of the North ^at is, 
of Kurdistan. An “autonomous 
r e gton ” is to be esiablL-jhM r. Sth 
Ita own local government, law 
courts, newspapers, schools. 

The revolutloii s army of pesh 
merga^ will remain in existence 
and under arms. All otiier armed 
forces will be withdrawn except 
those in scattered xarrisons. 

So far, so good. Wnat has not 
yet been agreed is the degree of 
srtf-govemment to be granted 
and—perhaps even more im¬ 
portant the area over which it 
will extend. Ana this may be the 
fatal rock on wracli negotiations 
seem only too likely to founder. 

The central pioblem is that 
Kurdistan has never been de¬ 
fined and is. in fact, incapable of 
precise definition. It is loosely 
applied to the largely moun* 
tnfnous region about twice the 
size of WcAies where Kurds form 
the mass ;>f U^e population. 

K across five of 


Iraq's 16 Uwas (provinces), but 
only thre^. of these—firbd. Sulai- 
maniya ana Dchut.—. re whohy 
and unarguably Kurdish. Ihere 
are many Kurc& in the adjohung 
ZIteas of Kirkuk (rbout CO per 
cen), Mosul (aboJt 30 per cent) 
and Dyala (about ^0 per cent). 

In each case, they are con¬ 
centrated in the ea>t of th** 
Uwa, where they form th'^ whole 
popukvt£>n. but there is then u 
gentle gradation to ccnside*uMe 
areas where they are oertajnfy 
M a imnority. 

So, how to draw the Une 7 
A so-called peace committee- 
five Ai*ab8 and four Kurds—has 
been set up to coooider this and 
other points ift^ue. The Arab.' 
are headed by xvlurtadha rl* 
Hadilhl, who has much political 
Influence as a member et 
Baachist Cemmard Ccun:!*. 
Muhamed Maiimou< leads the 
Kurds. 

Similar 

They seem likely to have no 
less cifRculty than tZie boui.- 
da^y commission In Ireland 50 
ycius ago, which had a strangely 
similar problem, and perhs^ to 
be no more successful. 

In addition to the three aSl- 
Kurdiah Zit/^os named already, 
tt Is believe al-Hadithi is offer¬ 
ing OHT Y two of tbe live qet^nns 
(countless in the W.ca of Kirkuk 
and DO part of Mosul or Dyala. 

The two Kirxtik qadhas 
offered, Tsktak and Chem- 
chemal. which ere 99 per cent 
Kurdish, do NOT embrace the 
city of Kirkuk ccr any known 
oilfields. 

It seems be^ona doubt that 
the Kurds wil! never settle for 
so Utile. Not only will they 
demand most of Uo Important 
part of Mo 6!U lying east of the 
Tigris, a large r «hare of Kirkuk 
Uwa and part of Dyala. but I am 
Informed th^y consider the city 
and oilfields '^f Kirkuk as an 
absolute condition. 

The government, for its part. 
Is Just as determined to retain 
full political control of the 
whole oil-producing arer., even 
though the Kurds ve agreed 
Uiat Bagdad should remain 
resi)onsible for the " vxnloitation 
of natural resources ’* through¬ 
out the autono.moiTs region. 
(Tncre is a rather vague under- 
stand ng Uiat a share of the cil 
royaUies will eo to ** meet the 
ntedf^" of the K'U*da> 

A census 

A census is to ^ taken “ using 
United Nations techniques '* (but 
without U.N. supervio on) but 
there is n > aovvrnme.nt under¬ 
taking that qou.’ios 'vlth a 
Kurdish .najority - howe^er 
great it muv oe—rlu by that 
very fact be redded to the Kur- 
di.sn Hulonomous region. 

The Kurds r’oiim a 60 per cent 
makkTAty ua Uie cuy of Kltktik, 
with SC per ceiu Arabb. !C per 
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cent Tirtxmant and 10 per aes^ 
•* otherc.” 

It therefore seems certain 
that tiiough General Barrsanl, 
the KurdLsIi supremo con c-aim 
a 2 K>tabIe victory In having 
already w^on certam of his most 
important demands, there must 
now be a long period of barg<tin- 
ing and dUputailon with litlle 
more tluin an outside hope oi 
ultimate agreement. 
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SECRET 


(RR 6/1U) 

(2 April, 1970) 



RESEARCH DEPARTMENT MUIORANDUM 
The Kurdish Settleneiit: cooroarisons between 


the 1 


and 1970 Proposals 





Introducto: 


Bao; 


•und 


When Dr, Abdel Rahman Bazzaz became Prime Minister of Iraq in 
1965 the Kiirdish vav had been in progress for some five years, and 
it was one of his ma i n objectives to bring it to a close as soon as 
possible. He was \mable to take the initiative, however, mtil 
after the failure of yet another attempt by the Iraqi army to crush 
the rebels in the spring of 1966, and it was not until early in 
J\me that contacts were made with Barzani and that conditions 
favourable to t a l ks were established. There were then a number of 
visits by delegations in which views were exchanged, and finally 
Barzani sent a message to the Prime Minister in which he indicated 
a wish to come to terms. Dr, Bazzaz responded by braodcasting on 
29 June a programme for "restoration of normal conditions in northern 
Iraq" which he summarised in twelve main headings (the Twelve Points), 

2, The impression created by his declaration was that it was a 
blueprint for an eventmal settlement rather than a settlement in 
itself, that much of its phraiseology was ambiguous and that a great 
deal had been left unsaid. It was felt, nevertheless, that as long 
as Bazzaz remained in office there was a fair chance of progress, 
and the Kurds seemed to be reasonably satisfied with the proposals 
which Bairzani welcomed as contributing towards the achievement of 
peace. By mid—July, however, a reaction had set in, and the Kurds 

were becoming increasingly disillusioned by lack of any positive 
signs of implementation, and when Bazzaz was dismissed on 6 August 
hopes of a settlement virtually disappeared. The Kurds accused the 
Government of having gone back on the Bazzaz proposals, difficulties 
appeared in the reinstatement of Kurdish officers, and the 
G^emment dragged its feet over Kurdish loceil goverament while for 
its part suspecting that Barzani was not playing strai^t over 
s\irrender of war material, particularly that captured from the 
Iraqi army. By October ^ere %ras a stalemate with no further 
progress likely. Neither side trusted the other and both made 
frequent allegations of bad faith by the other. Thereafter the 
position deteriorated steadily with a gradual relapse into ftirther 
hostilities. Renewed fighting on a considerable scale was reported 
in January 1967, 


3* The war continued inconclusively into 1970, early in which 
year it was reported that new contacts had been made with the Kurds 
in an attempt to reach a settlement. It was known that the 
Government was Increaaingly conoexned about the morale of the 
large forces tied down in the north, at the ever increasing expense 
of the war, and the apparent inability of the Army to force a 
decision. It was believed, however, that these attempts had been 
unsuccessful, and the announcement of a settlement on 11 March 
came as something of a surprise. The proposals published by the 
Government on 12 March follow those of 1966 fairly closely. Once 
again a blueprint has been produced! it zremains to be seen whether 
present conditions are more favourable to its i]q>lementation then 
thosB of 1966, 


SECRET 


III. Comment 

4* Of the fifteen clauses in the 1970 proposals eleven are 
repetitions, in sll^tly different form or with slightly different 
enqphasis, of those of 1966 (see Annex)* It is reported, however, 
that the Kurds are satisfied that they are an improvement on 1966, 
and Barsanl is on record as having said that they had secured all 
their demands saving only their own flag, a fixed share of the oil 
revenues and representation on the Revolutionary Command Council* 

He is said also to be hoping for at least four Ministries in a 
reconstituted Government* It is possible also that there has been 
agreement on measures not made public, the withdrawal of the bulh 
of the Iraqi troops, the retention of the Pesh Mergiha as a National 
Guard in the Kurdish areas and the abandonment by the Government of 
siq>port for Talabanl and his followers* 

9* The 1970 proposals do appear to be less vague and rather 
clearer cut thsuoi those of 19^« though there is still much in them 
which is ambiguous* They contain also four clauses which are not 
in Bazzaz's Twelve Points* Of these that on the exploitation of 
national wealth makes it clear that the Kurds are not to en;)oy the 
exclxisive benefits of oil exploitation in Kurdish areas; the others, 
dealing with an economie plan, agrarian reform and appointment of a 
Kurdish V/Piresident do not add up to any great advance on 1970 from 
the Kurdish point of view* The gain from the latter appointment is 
likely to be more prestigious than real, agrarian reform has never 
been an is^ortant issue in northern Iraq, and the economic plan will 
depend entirely on allocation of funds and executive staff* 

6* The most lnpo3?tant clause is that (No* 12) in which the Kurds 
are to be granted autonomy within the framework of the Iraqi Republic 
which appears to make possible the eventual establishment of 
autonomous areas under Kurdish local administration, thereby 
satisfying the Kur^sh demand for a separate Kurdish province* 

IV* Conclusion 

7* It now remains to be seen whether the agreement can be 
implemented, or idiether, as in 1966, inanition, mistrust and 
different interpretation of imprecise phraseology will lead to 
gradual failure* Much will depend upon the real inclination of both 
sides to reach a lasting settlement, on how far the Iranians are 
prepared to allow this to happen, and on how much confidence the two 
sides have in each other’s good faith* The RCC appear to be more 
strongly based than Bazzaz in 1966, and so the situation following 
the latter’s fall is perhaps unlikely to be repeated at least exactly 
in the same way* The Ba’ath, however, and its ruling clique the 
RCC, are both oxeluslve organisations unwilling either to i^are or 
relinquish power to any extent, and it is therefore a moot question 
whether the Kurds will succeed in obtaining the full autonomy and 
degree of equality which the agreement appears to promise them* 


Middle East Section, 
Research Department, 
Foreien and Commonwealth Office 
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1970 



1* Kurdish language recognised officially on a 
parity wltti 4rablo in areas in which the 
Kurds are In a najority. 


2^ iooeptanee of Ibirdish participation in 'ttie 
OoTemment and In all Qovemment departnents 
without dlserlalnatlon* Officials in lurdiSh 
areas to be Kurds or Kordlsh speaking. 



Sdueatlonal and cultural serrloes for Kurds 
to be Inpleaented and expanded. 


4. Klght of the Ibnrds to hare their own *^pnlar 
organl satlons *. 


5. Belastateatent of all fomer KurdiSh ailltary 
and drll offlelals^ students and wozkers. 


6. Sstihllalniant of a Ihrdlah derelopnoit 
o o anl oalon with an adequate budget. 




Kurdish to be recognised as an official language side 
by side with Arabic in areas in which the Kurds are la 
a aajorlty, and with Arabic as the language of 
instnction in those areas. (Bassas 3*) 


ALl public offices and appoiataents open to Ihrds o 
proportional basis including ainisterlal , ludldal f 
Bllitary and diplomatic posts. (Bassas 5»J 
Local officials to be Kux^s if sufficient available 

(Bassas 7.) 




Kurds to have a fdr share of educational grants etc. 
rhirerdty of fiad^dad to give faclll^es for stedy of 
lurdlsh literature, lanauaxe. etc. (Bassas 6.) 


lurdlsh literature, language, etc. (Bas 
Kinister to be appointed for supervldon 
rehabilltation wlw control of adadnistr 



tic 

11 


r 


with control of adadnistratIve, 
cultural affdrs affecting the lords 


On retuxn of parllaaen 
of ezpresdon 
pemltted within the 1 


entsry life a seasure of freedom 



political ^ozganisat^on to be 



On termination of hostilities 



acts of violence all 


lordiah offioials 




ir fo 


d employees to be reinstated in 


IT 


posts, Ineludiag also dismissed workers. 


A special body, answerable to a Minister, to carry out 
rehabilitation and development, including tourira, 
tobacco growing mud afforestation. (Besses 11.) 
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with 1 
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immediately to the announcement on March 11 that an agreement had been 
reached between the ruling Iraqi Ba'ath Party and the Kurdish minority 
in North Iraq, led by Mulla Mustafa al-Barzani. The ICP Central Committee, 
throxigh First Secretary Aziz Muhammed, sent a telegram to the Ba'ath 
promising ICP cooperation with it and with the Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP), as well as "all national and progressive forces", to implement the 
agreement. It added that a settlement with the Kurds would constitute "a 
pillar of the national front of progressive parties and forces". 

The Soviet Union also saw the implications for the proposed 
"national front", on which discussions have been in progress for more than 
a year between the Ba'ath and the ICP. Moscow Radio 's Arabic Service on 
March 12 commented that the war had had "an adverse effect on Iraq's moral 
and political unity, from which internal reactionary elements and hostile 
foreign powers profited". And Pravda . the Soviet party newspaper, in an 
article by Alexei Vasilyev on March 14, described the agreement as "a 
wall ... in the path of imperialist intrigue in the Iraqi Republic" which 
would "help to form all progressive forces into a single national front". 
Another Pravda commentator, Yuri Primakov, writing before the settlement, 
had also stressed the importance of peace with the Kurds for Communist 
participation in a future Iraqi "national front" government. "The 
outstanding character of the Kurd problem", he said on January 29, "has 
come to place a serious obstacle in the way of the establishment of a 
national front, incorporating the Ba'ath Party, the Iraqi Commimist Party 
and other progressive organisations". He went on to express concern at 
the effect of a prolongation of the conflict on the "progressive" elements 
among the Kurds themselves; external forces, he said, had been trying to 
"speculate on the Kxird movement" to change its character and weaken its 
"democratic substance". 

The Soviet interpretation of the Kurdish issue depends partly on 
the premise that "imperialism" and "internal reaction" have exploited the 
conflict to hamper the "progressive" movement in Iraq. The Soviet Central 
Committee newspaper, Sovetskaya Rossiva (reported by Tass on April 4), even 
gave it as the motive for the murder of an ICP member, Muhammed al-Khuda 3 rri, 
dismissing the idea that the killing might have been a non-political crime, 
or in any case unconnected with the Kurdish settlement. The Russian 
Federation newspaper pointed out that "the crime was committed soon after 
an agreement was reached on a settlement of the Kurdish problem. ... 
Reactionary circles in Iraq are trying to obstruct healthy manifestations 
in the country's domestic affairs; the prospect of a further rapprochement 
between the ruling Ba'ath Party and the Iraqi Communist Party arouses in 
them especial hatred and fear. ... In these circumstances, Muhammed 
al-Khudayri's assassination assumes a political aspect". 

The Soviet Union has long taken an interest in the struggle of the 
Kurds, seeing in support for their movement an opportunity to increase 
Soviet influence in Iraq, Syria and Iran, which have substantial Kurdish 
minorities. The Ktirdish leader, JIulla Mustafa al-Barzani, lived in the 
Soviet Union following the collapse of the Mahabad Republic in 1947, and 
there, according to General Hassan Arfa, "the Soviet authorities had the 
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impression that they had converted Mulla Mustafa to Communist ideas, for 
the shrewd Kurd considered it wise to appear to be won over to Marxism”*, 
Moreover, even if the Soviet Union ultimately understood that Barzanni 
himself was first and foremost a Kurdish nationalist, with little interest 
in foreign ideologies, a left-wing in the KDP seemed to offer opportunities 
for a future growth in Soviet influence on the movement as a whole. 

Barzani did not return to Iraq until after the 1958 Revolution. 

For a time good relations existed between the KDP and the Qasim government, 
and between the left-wing of the KDP and the ICP; this helped to ensure 
Communist support for the Kurds when, corresponding to a deterioration in 
his relations with the Communists, Qasim showed that he was unlikely to 
fulfil Kxirdish demands, and open conflict broke out in North Iraq, 

Communist support for the Kurdish nationalists was justified by reference 
to Leninist nationalities policy, though it must be emphasised that Lenin 
was not concerned with the granting of national rights for their own sake: 
according to one Kurdish Marxist**, "Lenin has often pointed out that each 
national problem requires a solution of its own. Although the proletariat 
recognises ‘equality and equal rights to a n&tional state, it values above 
all and places foremost the alliance of the proletarians of all nations and 
assesses every national demand, every national separation, from the angle 
of the class struggle of the workers'”, 

Altho\;igh successive Iraqi governments since 1958 have been in 
conflict with the Kiirdish minority, the Soviet Union has developed extensive 
economic, military and cultural assistance to these governments. This 
development of relations with Iraq, combined with a support for the Kurds 
which has often appeared to the Iraqi government to amount to interference 
in Iraq's internal affairs, has led to a number of embarassing diplomatic 
incidents; but above all, the "progrressive” and "anti-imperialist” foreign 
policies of successive Iraqi governments, combined with an evident 
willingness to develop relations with the Soviet Ikiion and the other 
Communist countries, has led to a significant shift in the Soviet attitude 
on the whole question of Kurdish rights. Even after the Qasim Revolution, 
Moscow Radio 's Arabic Service (September 19, 1958) affirmed that "the Soviet 
Union, which is loyal to the Lenin nationalities policy, considers that the 
Kurdish nationality has every right to self-rule in the field of cult\ire, 
economy and politics”, while Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou, in his book Kurdistan 
and the Kurds , as well as the CzechoslovGdc publisher, clearly foresee a 
"futxire Kurdish formation” or "Kurdistan”, as an independent national State, 


*The Kurds . London, 1966; p.l02, 

** Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou, Kurdistan ^d the Kvirds . Publishing House of 
the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, (in English), 1965; p,249. This 

book is a study of the prospects for an independent, "Socialist" Kurdistan 
covering all the areas of Kiurdish majority in Iraq, Iran, Turkey and the 
USSR. Like the views of other Kvirdish Marxists, it may have led Soviet 
theorists to over-estimate the strength of the Kiirdish Left, and the 
influence on the KDP of a small group of very articulate intellectuals* 
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In recent years, however, Soviet propagandists have tended to 
condemn demands for an independent State of Kurdistsin, supporting the 
slogan of "autonomy within the Iraqi Republic" as a solution. On July 6, 
1966, a year after the publication of Ghassemlou's book, an article in 
Pravda said that the continviation of the war in North Iraq had "been 
objectively facilitated by extremists within the Kurdish movement who 
have rejected peaceful approaches and advanced unrealistic demands" - 
clearly referring to those who continued to support the ICP view in 1956 
that self-government "cannot replace the right of the Kiirdish nation to 
self-determination, including the formation of an independent State for 
the whole of Kurdistan" (from an ICP document quoted in the World Marxist 

Review . August, 1962). 

« 

Although the Soviet Union has continued support for the Kurds, 
despite the "anti-imperialist" policies of the Iraqi government, some 
Commxmists have evidently felt that the Kurdish struggle no longer offers 
significant opportunities for exploitation, and that more is to be gained 
from full support for a "progressive", Ba*athist government in Baghdad, 
whatever its attitude to Kurdish rights. In'September, 1969, the 
clandestine Kurdish radio. Voice of Iraqi Kurdistan , reacted strongly to 
a statement by the East German Deputy Foreign Minister, who accused Barzani 
of having links with the "imperialists". The radio pointed out that East 
(Jermany had supported the Kurds until its recognition by Iraq in 1969, 
saying that East Germany "has paid very dearly to secure its recognition on 
the part of an isolated government". 

A dissident Iraqi Communist, Aziz al-Haj, leader of the "Iraqi 
Communist Party Central Command" group, has also defected from the 
traditional Commimist line on the Kurds. In an interview on Baghdad Radio 
on April 3, 1969, he described Barzani as "a despotic tribal leader", and 
called on Communists serving in the Kiirdish movement to "withdraw and 
dissociate themselves from this movement, which ••• has gradually lost its 
legitimate and nationalist identity". 

Aziz al-Haj added that the participation of Communists in the 
Kurdish movement "has not the slightest influence on the development of the 
movement", and the Soviet Union has probably also come to the concliision 
that it had overestimated the possibilities of influencing the Kvirds. It 
is not therefore surprising that the recent agreement has been greeted with 
some relief by Soviet propagandists and described (Pravda . March 14) as "a 
victory for common sense". 
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09.00 GMT 1.5.70 - 15.00 GMT 2.5.70 


TO Incursion into Cambodia The home service, quoting Western agencies* reported 
that the American and Sai^n troops numbered 30,000 and were within 115 kin. of 
Phnom Penh, but no details of the situation within Cambodia were given either by 
the home service or by Tass* which confined Itself to reports of adverse reaction 
abroad. A short commentary in the home service said that the decision to invade 
bodia had been taken because the Republican Administration had been unable to 
Its election promise to find a way out of the "Vietnam impasse", but there 
reason to think that It would benefit the Americans any more thsin previous 
in the escalation of the war. The only substantial comment in foreign languages 
monitored over the May Day holiday said that it should now be quite clear what the 

doctrine" and *l^ietnamlsation" meant.* 


Pyposj 

SQcuseti mdonesla 


al for Asian Conference 



A conunentary in Indonesian on 30th 
about the situation in Indochina in order to 


disguise .Its own involvement in the Pentagon's plans for operations in Cambodia. * 


Kar<ttsh Vigor 's Meet 
Kurd Dara Tawflq, one 


Ponomarev Tass reported on 1st May that the 

>r8 to the Lenin Centenary, had had a 



• k 4 


meeting with Ponomarev on 28Ui April 


» 


\ 


a * 


V i 



Y 




oslav Defence Minister' s Vtott Tass reported on Ist May that a Yugoslav military 

nTT^ubicic, State Secretary for National Defence, was 



expected to arrive in Moscow on 4th May at Marshal Grechko's invitation and would be 
attending the celebrations in honour of the 25th anniversary of the victory over fascism. 

May Day was the dominant topic in both home service and external broadcasts. A 
report on the evening of May Day gave a list (rf leading personalities present at the 
celebration in Red Square consisting of Brezhnev, Voronov, Kirilenko* Kosygin, 
Mazurov, Pelse, Podgornyy, Polyanskiy, Suslov, Shelepin, Andropov* Grishin, 
Demichev, Kapitonov, Katushev, Kulakov, Ponomarev and Solomentsev. K also said 
that Major Raul Castro Rux, Cuban Deputy Premier and Minister of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces* was present. 


* For details see Appendices 





EE/S3M/i 


n •> EASTERN EUROPE 
09.00 GMT 1.5.70 - 14.00 GMT 2.5.70 

Czechoslovakia Prague radio (05.00 GMT 2.5.70) reported the announcement in the 
Snd May issue of 'Rude Pravo* that an official Soviet Party and Government ctelegation 
would visit Czechoslovakia "next we^" at the invitation of the CPCz Central Committee 
the President and the Government. The delegation, which will be ledtiy Brezhnev, 
will be composed of Kosygin, Shelest (First Secretary ol the Ukrainian Party), 
Masherov (First Secretary of the Belorussian Party), Katushev (Secretary of the 
CP3U Central Committee). Gromyko, and Chervonei^ (Soviet Ambassador to 
Czechoslovakia). * * 




Pragtie radio, in Its Czech service for abroad^ (08.(X) GMT 2.5.70), reported the * 
setting up of two new Institutes of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, one for 
Philosophy and Sociolc^, the other for Czechoslovak and World History. The ^ 
latter, created by the reconstruction of the Historical Institute, will be concerned 
with important problems of national history, the history of the Czech State, the 
Czechoslovak Republic and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, and will publish, 
among other journals. 'Cesky Casopis Historicky* and 'Historie'. ' "As a scientific 
and ideological centre, the Institute will ^ply Marxist methods in its studies and . 
develop its activities in harmony with the interests of the socialist camp. ‘ 

Official Visits BTA (2.5.70) reported the departure of Ivan Bashev, the Bulgarian 
Foreign Minister, for Cairo (see EE/3362/i); he will "pass through Turkey". 

Belgrade radio (2.5.70) announced that Edvard KardelJ, ipember of die Council ^ 
of the Federation^ had left by air for a tour of some Latin American countries, ^ 
in the course of which he would visit Chile, Peru and Mexico and have talks with 
t "the most distinguished personages of political and social life in t^se countries". 

! Tanyug reported (2.5,70) that Premier Rlbicic aanounoed In a Yugoslav television-V"' ' 
! interview that he would visit the USSR "before the end of^thfs year". ' His visit ' 
might be an occasion for "a more all-embracing consldeiration of cO-operatioh ' 

and relations between the two countries". 

; / 'r f I I / l!*' iL L. 

•* Details to be published later 
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fFHE war between the Kurds 

^ and Arabs in Iraq was a 

, rough and nasty little war. It 

may have been small ard 

desultory by world standards. 

But in nine years it has killed 

anl maimed a lot of people 

—casualties among Iraqi 

regular forces in the past five 

months of it are estimated at 

l^OOO — smashed up the 

developed areas of Kurdistan 

and denied development to 

the rest, and disrupted the 

economy of the whole coun¬ 
try. Further, failure to end 
the war either through mili¬ 
tary victory or through a 
settlement has been an impor¬ 
tant factor in the instability 
of successive Iraqi govern- 
^ meats since 1961. 

Ni w the much-maligned 
Ba'atii regime, principally 
I known in the West for its 
executions of political pri:.on- 
; ers and its venomous attitude 
i toward Israel, has achieved a 
settlement. Three earlier 
‘'final settlements” have col- 
' lapsed, and the first news of 
this March 11 agreement was 
greeted with scepticism by 
, meny outside Iraq 

Border guard 

r But in fact the Kurds have 
got most of what they wanted 
and were fighting for. They 
= will have a Kurdistan! auto¬ 
nomous remon within four 
years, its boundaries to be 
defined after a census to be 
I hclu '.vithin one year. Five 
' Kurdish Ministers have been 
appointed and a Kurdish Vice- 
I^esidcnt is to be appointed 
coon. They have been pro¬ 
mised eve^hing possih*/ in 
the way of cash and resources 
for the rehabilitation and 
development of Kurdistan. 

IFlnally, Kurdistan will in 
eFect retsdn its armed forces 
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—the famous Peshmarga—in 
the form of border guard and 
police units, and will keep its 
heavy weapons for the time 
being, an arrangem'^nt des¬ 
cribed to me by a Minister as 
the last guarantee.” 

The real guarantee that 
this is the final settlement 
lies elsewhere. On the one 
hand there is the desperate 
desire of the Kurdish leader¬ 
ship for the economic 
development of their country. 
The Kurds appear convinced 
they are living in a mineral 
treasure house, and they also 
see great possibilities in tour¬ 
ism. wine, and the expansion 
of the tobacco industry. They 
want roads, schools, houses, 
hospitals and they know they 
can only get tnem in a part¬ 
nership with Bagdad. 

On the Arab side, there is 
the same hope tliat the end 
of the war will bimg 
economic growth to Iraq as 
a whole. 

One of the most heartening 
things about the settlement 
is the arrival in Bagdad of 
men like Mohammed Mah¬ 
moud, the new Kurdish Blinis 
ter for Northern Affairs. Mah¬ 
moud is resolutely disposed 


to trust his Arab colleagues. 
He U equally determined to 
push for realistic economic 
policies and for the demo- 
cratisation of the regime. 

On his desk as I talked to 
him were two volumes of an 
Italian report on Kurdistan’s 
economic needs, made in 1967. 
Whether he will get the 40 
million Iraqi dinars the report 
recommended for initial 
development Mahmoud does 
not know. What I am sure 
of is that the Government, 
especially the President, 
wants to give us everything 
available ^o develop Kurdis¬ 
tan and heal *ts injured face.” 

Friction 

Neverthelcs.? there Is 
obviously going to be friction 
as the Kurds, bringing with 
them ideas and principles 
which sit ill with current 
Ba'ath preoccupations, join in 
arguments over policy and 
manoeuvring for position 
within the Iraqi leadership. 
The KDP is clearly in no 
sense as obsessed with the 
problem of Israel as the 
^'atn Party. It is much 
more concerned that eco¬ 
nomic policy should be effi- 
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dent rather than that it 
should be ideologically sound. 
And finally, for a variety of 
reasons, the Kurds believe in 
majority government and 
democratic rights. 

They hrve apparently 
extracted ccrlain promises 
from Bagdad on the forma- 
ticvi of a ” national front” 
General Mustafa al-Bar/ani, 
the Kurdish leader, told the 
official Iraqi news agency 
shortly after the settlement: 
“The welfare of the country 
• ..requires the participation 
of all political forces in one 
national front.” That means 
the Communis^o, partly 

Arab units fought alongside 
the Peshmarga during tht 
war, and other left-wing 
groups, but also, according to 
Mahmoud, centre, and right- 
wing parties. 

“ We believe,” says Mah¬ 
moud, “that it is necessary 
to have a majority govern¬ 
ment—it is vital ... the 
very least of it is to have 
more democratic liberties, 
freedom of speech and the 
press . . . other parties 
allowed to form and 
organise.” The KDP, he said, 
stood for four things: Kurdi¬ 
stan! autonomy, democratic 
rights, economic growth and 
“a more realistic attitude to 
other Arab nations,” this 
latter perhaps in part a 
euphemism for a more moder¬ 
ate line on Israel. 

Of these four KDP prin¬ 
ciples Bagdad hiis, of course, 
accepted the first; there can 
be no quarrel over the second, 
although there will be dif¬ 
ferences over methods; on 
the two latter the question 
mark remains. But it is good 
to know that there is no'v 
someone in Bagdad pushing 
for democratic rights and a 
realistic foreign policy, and 
some chance, in the flush of a 
new beginning, that they will 
get their way. 
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SECRET 



(a) Internal 

The nre 


in power since July 1968 


remains despite a continual internal power struggle, its 
isolation from other political elements (the Rasserites^ 
Communists ), and although distrusted hy the Shia majority 
in the country, firmly entrenched in power.. 


2 . 


During the past year there have heen various 


agreements with Soviet hloc coiintrles, notably in the 
sphere of technical assistance for Iraq's oil industry 
Russian arms supplies have continued to Iraq, and there 
are some 300 bloc personnel serving with the Iraqi forces 
(primarily in a technical capacity). Soviet influence in 


Iraq is considerable, mainly because of the USSR's 
public stand on the Palestine question. Iraq is however 
far from being a Soviet puppet 
(b) Kurdish settlement 


3 


Following the much heralded Agreement of 11 March, 


both the Iraq Covemment and the Kurds have been at pains 
in emphasising their intention of making the settlement 
stick. However, we believe that the chances of its 
developing into a lascing solution to the Kiirdish proble 
are slightly less than evens. 


U. 


know from 


sources that the Shah 


worried about the settlement, as he fears that if it is 
successfully implemented it will allow the Iraqis to 
cause trouble for Kuwait, in the Oxilf generailly, and 
(thou^ he does not admit it) probably in Khuzistan also* 


2 
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There are a considerable number of Kurds both in Iran and 
in Turkey (in the Qatter case referred to as "Mountain TuikiO. 
They have been generally passive in their relationships 
with their governments# However, if the Iraqi Kurds are 
seen to be enjoying some meastire of autonomy*, this could 
in time make Kurds elsewhere restive; and, in the case of 
Iran, possibly receptive to Iraqi subversion. 

5e We know that there has been considerable Soviet 
pressure on both the Kurds and the Iraq O-overnment to 
settle their differences# It may be that the Russians 
Intend to exploit increasing Iraqi ambitions in the 
Persian Gulf for their ovm long term aims. Even if this 
t\ims out to be a significant factor towards making the 
Agreement stick, it should be more than coxjnterbalanced by 
the suspicions of iJhs Iraqi Kurds; the desire of the Shah 
to restore the status quo ; and perhaps, above all, by the 
incompetence of the Central Iraqi Government. However, 
if despite all this, the Agreement is eventually success¬ 
fully implemented, there will be scope for the redeployment 
of some of the Iraqi forces (up to four divisions at 
present tied up in the North!) to Jordan or to the South to 
"confront" Iran across the Shatt al Arab# These troops 
would liave a largely presentational role, though their 
presence in the South could increase tension along the 
Southern part of the Iraq/Iran frontier. 

# 
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6* Such a deployment would also raise fears of Iraqi 
intentions tovrsirds Kuwait* However, we do not consider 
that the Iraqis have, at present, any aggressive 
intentions despite heavy hints (not made in public) 
that they have Kuwait "in their pocket"* 
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Ba’ath regime sscirs firmly entrenched; its prestige 
enhanced hy settlement with the Ktjrds. But as 3 'et 
uncertain if agreement will stick; important obscurities 
in terms of settlement; further negotiations between 
parties will be required* 

2* Premat\are therefore at this stage to exaggerate 
immediate impact on Iraqi policy towards Iran, the Gulf of 
Israel; release of a significant ntunber of troops still 
tied up in Kurdestan unlikely in the near futm'e* 

3o Iraq contimi-es to develop close ties with Soviet 
bloc; continuation of Soviet arms supplies, aid and 
technical assistance (mostly for petroletun development)* 
h* Iraq/Syrian relations still uneasy; improvement 
unlikely; efforts being made to mend fences with UAR and 
Lebanon; desire to form closer ties with the two Yemens; 
ambitions tov/ards the Gulf; possible danger to Jordan* 
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Speech of the Kurdistan P 


resentative 


At The Lenin Celebrations In Moscow 


(JL^ 


Pravda of 28 April carried the text of the 
speech made in Moscow at the Lenin celebrations by 
Habib A. Kerim, described as Secretary-General of 
the Central Committee of the Democratic Party of 


Kurdistan. 


(M 




2 . 

t|^e attendance also of the First Secretary of the 
Qaiat^ Commxinist Party (whose speech appeared in 
Pravda of 26 April). Kerjxi, having paid the 
necessary tributes to Lenin, noted "with pride" that 
Kurds living iu the USSR enjoyed "all their national 
rights". But more significant was h^ acknowledgment 
otf the part played by the USSR in iiipalnlng the 
recent "settlement" of the Kurdish question. While 
this tells us nothing that we did not suspect al¬ 
ready about Soviet participatloa (see Baghdad 
despatch HBQ l/2 of 2 April), the Soviet reader would 
be hearing of it for the first time. The passage 
is .lust worth cuotlns in full for the record: 


His presence in itself is interesting. 


e 


given 
f the 


rtU/ 


\ 




The passage 


just worth quoting in full for the record: 


"Our Iraqi people 


both Arabs and Kurds 


value 


hlghAy the noble efforts of the friendly Soviet 
Union in putting an end to the fratricidal war 
between the sons of this country, and in re¬ 
establishing calm and oeace in Irao. In the 


establishing calm and peace in Iraq. In the 
terms of the statement published on 11 March 
this year, the Kurdish people have been granted 
iHfiw legitimate right to autonomy in the framework 
of the Iraqi Republic. We hope that the 
Soviet Union In agreement with the national 
authorities of Iraq will make its contribution 
to the reestablishment of the Kurdish regions 
which were destroyed in the sad years of the 
fratricidal wen*. " 


■ 


im 


3* It is noteworthy that Kerifti made no reference 
to the Iraqi Commimist Party and that the represent a 
tive of that Party in his speech did not refer to 
the Kurdish people or to Kurdistan. 


(K. R. Bishop) 
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Ammash said he was pleased with the progress achieved by Algeria in its oil 
policy, incliiding the national mailEeting of oil and Government control over several oil 
companies. He added that in Algiers he had met Qa'id Ahmad, official in charge of 
the Algerian National Liberation Front, who had conveyed greetings to the members 
of the Regional Command of the Socialist Arab Ba*th Party and had invited a Ba*th 
Party delegation to visit Algeria, 

The Vice-President said a delegation of the Arab Socialist Union of the UAR 
would arrive in Baghdad soon for Party talks with a delegation of the Socialist Arab 
Ba'th Party in order to eliminate all dregs of the past and to co-ordinate the efforts 
of the two national organisations in the two fraternal countries. 

Vice-President Hardan Abd al-Ghaffar at-Tikriti, several members of the 
Revolution Command Council and several Ministers met Vice-President Ammash on 


his return. 


The Kurdish Settlement in Irai 





home service in Arabic 15.00 and 19.00 GMT 8.5.70 


15.00 GMT : Text of report: 

The Justice Minister, Aziz Sharif; the Public Works and Housing Minister, Nuri 
Shawish; and the Public Works and Housing Ministry Under-Secretary, Muhib ad-Din 
at-Ta'i, visiting the Galalah Sub-Dist|'ict, Arbil Province, today on an inspection tour 
of the Northern area along with the M^ister of State, Salih al-Yusufi, were guests at 
a luncheon given by Mulla Mustafa Bafzani, President of the Kurdish Democratic Party. 

Following the luncheon, the Ministers discussed with Barzani matters related to 
implementation of the 11th March proclamation. Barzani told the Iraqi News Agency 
that several important points includefl in the 11th M^rch proclamation hsul already been 
implemented and added that the prdcl^ation was a fulfilment of the aspirations of the 
Kurdish people and that other parts of it would be implemented soon. 

On the participation of the Peshmarga forces in the Arab battle of liberation 
against the Zionist invaders, Barzani said the Peshmargas were an inseparable part of 
the Iraqi Armed Forces. The Peshmarga were implementing the plans of the Iraqi 
Government and their stand on the fateful Arab issues was inseparable from the stand 

of the Iraqi authorities, Barzani added. 

1 

19,00 GMT : Excerpts from commentary: 

When the progressive 17th Revolution formulated the 11th March statement 
declaring a democratic solution of the Kurdish issue through recognition of all Kurdish 
national rights and ambitions including self-rule, the revolution was not ignorant of the 
fact that the proclamation would arouse the hostility of the reactionaries, imperialists, 
those who understood Arab nationalism in a chauvinist manner contradictory to the 
spirit of the age, and the pseudo-nationalists who for a number of years had concealed 
themselves behind Arab nationalism. During these years, the chauvinists and pseudo- 
nationalists tried to eliminate the human context of Arab nationalism and its progressive 
and constructive substance represented in the live interacticm between Arab nationalism 
and the various currents of contemporary scientific socialist thought... 

These fanatical forces have recognised that revolutionary Iraq's victory in settling 
the Kurdish question peacefully, justly and democratically poses a danger to them - the 
danger that the revolution has gone beyond their ideas and has placed them where they 
belong - in the camp of the reactionary forces. Thtis, these forces are shedding r 
crocodiles tears about Arab nationalism in Iraq on the pretext that to grant the Kurds 
their national rights means the loss of Arablsm and repression of the Arab masses in 
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The Iraqi Region, as if Arab nationalism cannot exist or flourish unless it fights the 
Kurds, or as if Arab nationalism becomes stronger when it persecutes other national¬ 
ities and strangles their legitimate human rights. 

Revolutionary Iraq's victory in settling the Kurdish question peacefully and 
democratically is the greatest victory of the Arab revolutionary forces cm the level of 
promotion c^ ideas in the seventies... 

The Iraqi revolutionary Government feels that the raising of such voices does 
grave harm to the ideal of Ar^ naticmalism and reflects negatively on the unity of the 
people's struggle - the unity which is b\iilt on domestic nationalities as its genuine 
popular base. 

As for revolutionary Iraq, it will go forward without hesitation to implement the 
11th March statement, because every step achieved in this direction isaslapbythe revolution 
at the malicious reactionary factions, is the best expressicm of the revolution's power, 
and is the best demonstration of the Iraqi people's national unity - a unity represented 
in the cohesion of the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party and the Kurdish Democratic Party as two 
vanguard forces constitxiting the strongest pillars of the popular movement in the Iraqi 
Region... 


Baghdad 'Ath-Thawrah's' Reply to Beirut 'Ar-Rayah' 

Iraqi News Agency in Arabic 09.00 GMT 8.5.70 

Excerpts from report: ^ 

The Iraqi newsp^qmr 'Ath-Thawrah' tcxlay answers the Beirut newspaper 
'Ar-Rayah's' attempt to discredit the Iraqi revolution. The paper says: The latest 
ludicrous report, published under red headlines in 'Ar-Rayah', says that the Iraqi security 
forces have raided a number of fida'i houses, arrested a number of fida'iyin and confis¬ 
cated certain documents belonging to the Democratic Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (DPFLP). 

4 

4 

Before answering this paper, which hoists the banner of lies against Iraq and its 
people, we must recall two events which toc^ place the same day the paper published 
its Ue. ' 

I 

(1) 'Ettela'at', the Iranian newspaper which represents US Centtal Intelligence, 
reported that the Iraqi security forces had attacked and detained a number of anti- 
Ba'thist regime citizens and severely tortured them. It is fitting for 'Ar-Rayah* to be 
proud to join 'Ettela'at* against the Iraqi revolution and to agree with the spirit of reports 
published in 'Ettela'at' - organ of the Shah's Administration, which is financed by US 
imperialism. 

ft# 

(2) The funeral of a Southern Yemeni fida'i took place in Baghdad, in which the 
majority of the fida'i organisations and official and popular circles took part. It is 
unfortunate for the lying 'Ar-Rayah' that a mass funei^ was accorded to a hero Yemeni 
fida'i in revolutionary Baghdad at a time when 'Ar-Rayah* was accusing Iraq of anti-fida'i 
action. 

t 

I 

4 

We should, however, state what act^Iy hsqipened. The Iraqi authorities had 
summoned four DPFLP representatives in Iraq to draw their attention to a forgery 
harmful to fida'i action oh one hand and the Iraqi revolution on the other. The matter 
ended at this point. There were no arrests, no offices closed, and none of the falsifica¬ 
tions reported in 'Ar-Rayah*. 

^ On this occasion we tell *Ar-Rayah' and its masters, financiers and trustees 
that the Iraqi revolution is the revolution of sacrifice. It is an extension and another 
form of this revolution because the fida'i action has been an answer to the decrepit 
methods of classical Arab action... 
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of Iraq. Standing next to A.Bakr, thj president 
ox Iraq, and Saddam Hussein Tikriti, chairman of the Council 
of the ^Revolutionary Command, and wearing national dress were 
the sons of Mullah Mustafa Bairzani—Idris and Masud, Mahmud 
l-'-.-nan (alias Dr.Mahmud) head of the Kurd delegation at the 
ta-KS with the Iraqi government, and others. 
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Idris, Masud, Dr .Mahmud, Sami, member of the Politbureau 
Lemooratio Party of Kurdistan, just as most of the 
other representatives of the Kurds, had not been in Baghdad 
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c.^nts of the Peshmerga Kurd rebels. 
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the government of Iraq and the Kurds, Aziz Muhammed, 
first secretary of the Central Committee of the Iraqi Com¬ 
munist Party, told 


/ 


all 


e. and the p: 
tnese: slogan 


demands were advanced 


If 


up 

k I 

The decisions which have led to 

the Kurd problem 
Iraq. This 


oratio solution to 


•pe 


progressive forces in 


ani 

is a victory for 
is also a major success 

II 


demo 

all 




the inter national deiaooratio and progressive movement * 

i 

It isi hard to overestimate the part which was played 


for 


in the settle: 


ent in! the 


winner 
of 


north of iraq, 
of, the International Lenin Prize 


by Aziz 
for the 


Sherif, 
promotion 

he 


arried 


peace and also prominent Iraqi public figure. As 
ou-^the noble mission of trying to* bring views together, he 
promoted the success 1 of the talks as he used his rich. 

his internationalist and 


experience of life, great ,ehergy 
partiotic;convictions. 


is 


ry* important 


The solution of tbe Kurd prcble 
especially for Iraq itself—this is indisputable. Without a 
33ttlemen*c with the Kurds the country's leftist development 
was impededj there were serious obstacles to the developipent 
of progressive tendencies in the policies of the current Iraqi 


appeared 
The i 


ershi]). Last but not least, in the 


forces .'insistently tried to penetrate 

and use- this movement for 


some dangerous' symptoms 
perialist 

arouse ant i-Arab• sen*tji 

alien purposes of subversive activity against 
in Iraq, including the'patriotic one, 
scale—to weaken the {positions of all 
the hard struggle to eliminate the dangerous 
of Israeli aggression',! And now the obstacles 


past fev/ years 
Kurd movement 


Itself, 
it and 


the 


and 

the 


any leadership 
on a broader , 

Arab countries in 
consequences 
on theiroad to 


I 


\ 



y 


Monday. Anril '..Si 1970 


I 

I 


I 


. \ 


/ 


3 


4 




Irap'S revolutionary development can be eliminated. 


Na'Ju rally, 
diffioulcies will 


the 


their elimination does not mean xhat 
disappear, ..'■'t, 

will no doubt be continued, v/e were 
Tikriti. a prominent leader of the 
And in'this respect the solution of 


progressive 
told’bv Sa 




all 

course- 

Hussein 


oy 

Baath ruling party, 
the Kurd 


indispensable 
which must 


and ivitally important 


pro i--cm IS an 
beginning of n process 


go on. 


! I. 


The most important 
now definitely that 
of all the 


of 


problem at a national level is 


in 


some 


a 

other 


talk 


establishing a single demcoratio front 
progressive parties in Iraq, we were told 
with Murtada al-Hadisi, Abdel Khalek Samarrai and 
leaders of the 3aath party. 
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One 


can vent' :je to say that the need for this is realised 
by upright and consistent catriots—anti-imperialists and • 
all the J.eft-wing ipersonalities in modern' Iraq.- 
desire to establish a national front 
mentioned. 


Their 


in the Country has 
by Baath leaders and the 
Party. Yet, one cannot but notice 
has forces' within it whioh 


, in talks with) us, 
of the Iraqi Communis 
that the 


Country still 
pursuing diametrically 
v'/ere ur.able xo 
And 


been 
leaders 



pravenx 
r.ov' they are doing 
development of events 


opposite goals. In the 

the solutioVof 


they 


Thus, there are 


past 

the Kurd problem, 
everytning.they can to thwart the 
which are most undesirable 
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; in ulid,ertones 
an alliance of “ 


SQme people who 

—that 


iU’e 

it 

and 




for them, 
ady beginning to 
necessary |to have only 
separate parties and to ■ai'''""’''^‘irily preclude 
from the planned single natignal democratic front the Iraqi 
Communist Party, And this party, as everyone knows, is 
an a'uthorixative and influential'political force in the 

Count r; 
the IC 
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xne IS obvious;-iy 
oorrelhtion of forbes 


It 


is quite obvfous that 
obv i ous,-ly unre al i st io . 

w- which has developed in 

^oes not promote in any : 
establishment of ijUner and outer conditions 

progressive develolpment in the country. 


question of isolating 
does not x’efieot the 


the 


Iraq in 
easure the 
favourable 
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for 


for 


The Solution of the Kurd problem in Iraq is of signifioanoe 


all 


that,the ambassador 
of the Sudan in Baghdad wac the first to -- 
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what 


of 
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the achieved success, 

importance for Khartoum is held 
problem of/ithe 


of the Republio 
congratulate the 

It is 
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by a Solution 
South inh^abited by negroid Nilotic 

^ peaceful democratic pccitions the 

Solution oi the J'^"'^d problem in Iraq, the 

goveriment undoubxedly sets an example 
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cessation of the 


v/ar in Iraq must not 


amine 


from the struggle for eradicating the consequences of 


aggression, Tel Aviv and some Western capitals 
disturbed by the fact that' the internal possibilities of 

Iraq fob stepping up the struggle against imper 
nov/ increasing. 


in isolation 
ences of Israeli 


re obviously 


ism are 


ed in a settlement with the Kurds in Iraq are not a solu¬ 
tion of the entire problem. The' experience of many countries 
shows that a successful national policy is a difficult 
matter requiring painstaking constant work; which in Iraq 
is practically only beginning. We also must not ignore the 
incessant, and in some cases even greater activity of foreign 
agents and local reactionary elements who are doing everything 
to complicate once again relations with the Kurds and to 
frustrate the implementation of the principles proclaimed 
on March 11, It bias been learned from usually reliable sources 
that separate terroristic groups are being sent to North 


Of course, the important 


positive results 


Kurds 
The! e 


in Iraq are not 


already, ac 
not a solu 


achiev 


is practically 
incessant, and 


only beginning, W 
in Some cases even 


w no ^ 
activi 


ignore the 
y of foreign 


Iraq from vae outsiqe wixn xne assignmenx Xo c.arry out acts 
of sabotage,-to prevent the strengthening of mutual 
confidence^ to sow new seeds of suspicion bexween the govern¬ 
ment and the Kurds, it is perfectly natural that in such a i 
situation, as stressed by Saddam Tikriti, extensive work on both 


from the outside wixh the 


age,-to 


out acts 


sides to create new relations between Arabs 


tions base 

of success 

"I hoi 


Kurds, re la 


based on mutual trust and precluding the possibility 


by any anti-Iraqi provocation, remains Problem No.l,' 


that it 


as swiftly as' possible," Dr .Mahmud; member of the Political 
Bureau qf the Democratic Party of Kurdistan, stated in an 

interview given tp Pravda correspondents, "The enemies bot 
wixhin ^id outside the oountrv are tTvinfl- -n'l^+o «vi 


as 


qf the 


possible," 


ary to ’ iniplement 


declaration 


intrigues, 

agreement, our Democratic Party, of Kurdistan is fully resolved 
to overcome aiffioulties and seriously and thoroughly live 

^ V declaration. The Baath Party is als 

mbued v/ith the same determination. The entire people of Iraq 
support this agreement and call for its fulfillment," ' 

i \ ' 

hv spoke-highly of the favourable influence exerted 

polioy-in the Middre East in the search for an 
speement. He said that the friendly Soviet Union supported 

clear^tho^^i solution of the Kurd question, .the USSR^helped to 
ensure the Arab and the Kurd national interests. I ® 


up rxavua uoi'responuenxs, "The enenies 
outside the country are trying toA^tch plots 
hoping to undermine the carrying out of the 
Our Democratic Party of Kurdiston is -PniTv 


both 
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also 
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When Ian Winchester and I called on Ziad Shawwaf, 

• the Head of Western Department as the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on 20 May, I asked about the hostile propaganda 
against Saudi Arabia which has been going out of Baghdad 
in recent weeks, Ziad said that the Saudis could not 




understand the Iraqi attacks,/they were for dcanestic 


consumption. 


/presumably 


*1 


2, Mahmud Baban, who had tea with Berkeley Milne and 
myself in the afternoon, said that the talks were imdoubtedly 
a sign of internal weakness and a feeling of isolation from 
the main stream of events in the Gulf, When he had called 


Mahmud Baban, 


and 


4 


at the 


Iraqi Embassy that morning he had been warmly v^elcomed 
new Counsellor. Muhieddin al Khatib. the son of a 


by the new Counsellor, Mxahieddin al Khatib, the son of a 
Shi'a religious leader in Adhamiya who has just replaced his 

Ba'athi predecessor, Malik al Ani, He had been invited to 
ceill on the Ambassador, Salim Nu'aimi, who had been equally 
friendly. He told Mahmud that he was welcome any time, 
the Embassy had now got rid of its "bad elements". According 

to Mahmud, Salih had then told him that when he delivered a 
message to the Kincr from Ahmad Hassan al Bakr last week, he 


to Mahmud, Salih had then told him that when he delivered a 
message to the King from Ahmad Hassan al Bakr last week, he 
had told the King that he was very upset by his Government's 
attitude and wanted to resign. The King had reassured him 
by saying that he would prefer him to stay rather than be 
replaced by someone he did not know, Salih read extracts 
from al Bakr's letter to Mahmud, The general theme vra,s a 
request for Saudi Arabia to co-operate with Iraq against 
imperialism etc,,etc, with the Gulf, The King's reply to 
the Ambassador was that he would welcome Iraq's co-operation 


if he was assured of the Iraqi Government's sincerity. 


3. I asked Mahmud about hie news from Iraq. He said he 
had just received a long letter from Baba Ali and a message 
from Mulla Mustafa. The situation was not good. The 
Government had so far only implemented some minor points of 
the Kurdish Agreement. The Mulla was bolding the pish merga 
together and had refused leave to his officers. He had 
asked Mahmud to visit him by Tehran but Mahmud did not think 
he would go but he was not sure that the Iranians would be so 
willing to co-operate (I also think that he is afraid of putting 
his foot wrong with the Saudis who now employ him as a legal 
adviser to the Security Authorities, 
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The Kurdish Problem 
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I last virote to you on 3 April about developments 
implementation of the settlement with the Kurds, It 
time to review progress made since that date. 


in the 
is perhaps 


' 'b 


2. Already by then five Kurdish Ministers had been appointed. 
V/e still await the news of the appointment of a Kurdish Vice 
President, however, despite the elevation of Ammash and Tikriti 
from their posts at Defence and Interior to their new positions 
as Vice Presidents. Also the date of early June which was 
scheduled for a congress of the Kurdish Democratic Party and, we 
understood, for the naming of a Kurd to this post has passed 
without any action, Dara Tawfii®., a senior member of the K.D.P. 


has now told us that they hays to hold the congress at the beginning 
of July. 


3. The impression is fostered however that government action in 
the North has proceeded at a reasonable pace. Announcements have 
been made on the intention to construct new roads between Baquba 
and Khanaqin, Rowanduz and Galala and Rayat, Dohuk and Amadia, and 
Dohuk and Zakho, I myself have seen the progress of the road from 
Rowanduz which, if not spectacular, is at least encoiu*aging. The 
Government has also undertaken the rebuilding of to\u*ist accommodation 
in the North and has embarked on the construction of sona townships 
in the area to replace the buildings destroyed diiring the war. 


4. Problems however remain. It is stated that a nation-wide 
census will take place on a day in October, When the resxfLts of 
the census have been established there will presumably be a new roimd 
of appointments to place in positions of authority in the Kurdish 
areas either Kurds or Kurdish-speaking officials as promised in the 
11 March Manifesto. This has in fact been one of the notable 
omissions so far. None of the Governors of the five northern 
Liwas has been changed and there has been no noticeable re-arrange- 
ment of jobs at the lower official levels in the Kurdish-speaking 
areas under Iraqi Army control. The situation in what one might 
call K\irdistan proper, i.e. that area of Kurdistan over which the 
army has been unable to exert its authority, remains very much the 
same as before. On a recent journey to the North I visited the 
part of K-urdistan immediately beyond the army lines at Rowanduz 
and was s\rrprised to find that there is a virtual frontier post 

/between 

P.R.M. Hinchcliffe Esq., 
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between army 
Some army 


-controlled Iraq and Pish Merga-controlled Kiirdistan. 
units have been permitted beyond this barrier to assist 
in the construction of the township near Galala and the 
reconstruction of the tourist facilities at Haji Omran but they 
are primarily construction men with only a few infantry to assist 
them. 


5. The most disturbing aspect of the present situation vis-a-vis 
the Kurds would seem to be the constant rumours circulating in 
Baghdad that serious difficulties have been encoiintered between 
the two sides over the interpretation of the agreement and over 
the allocation by the Government of sufficient funds to develop 
the North in a manner satisfying to Barzani. lie have heard 
stories of violent reaction by Barzani to Government endeavours 
in the North by means of "popular work" rather than by proper 
construction contracts. If this is the principle that they are 
applying there, then to judge by the appalling standard of popular 
work projects in the rest of the coxontry, Barzani has a valid 
grudge. My own impression of the road building however was that 
this was being done in a fairly professional way, sufficient at 
any rate to stand up to the fairly harsh climate of the region. 

As regards the true provision of funds the Ambassador was recently 
told in confidence by a D.G. in the Ministry of Agrarian Reform 
that a cut of 35?^ had been imposed in the allocations to his and 
other ministries for reallocation to the North. 


now 

the 


6. The Pish Merga have 
guard. Saadun Ghaidan, 

North together with one of the Kurdish 

ents for 


been proclaimed 
Minister of the 


orma 


a national border 
Interior, visited 
ers to make the 
of the Pish Merga 


the 


My observations on the ground 


embers of 


necessary arrangements for the tra: 
into this rather nebulous force, 
can merely confirm that the Pish Merga continue to exercise complete 
authority throughout their previous region and that individual 
Kurds outside that area are now proclaiming themselves 
the Pish Merga as the "in-thing" to do. They are certainly not 
confined to the Iraqi/Iranian border itself. They retain their 
independent status, while drawing their pay we understand from the 
Defence budget. Few have shown any desire to join the army except 
a very small niomber of ex-army officer deserters. 


Despite the rumours of difficulties between the two sides there 


7. 

still seems 
maintain the 


to be a genuine 

ent and 


desire 


it. 
led 


The 


agree; 
rumours of 


in 

Barzani' s 


the 



on the part 
own different 


of both sides to 


to 


implement 
to have 


to a precipitate 
what must be 


ways 

anger at "popular work" see 
visit to the North by Saddam Hussein despite 
a galling loss of face for the sinior Iraoi Arab 


sinior Iraqi 

officials who constantly pay court to Barzani in Galala without any 

Kurdish leader to Baghdad. The 


corresponding visit by the Kurdish leader to Baghdad. The two 
major points which now remain to be resolved are 

a Vice President and the adjudication of Kurdish majority areas by 

the 


Baghdad. 

the appointment of 
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■Uie census. 11: is ominous that Kurds here in Baghdad are already 
^ying tnat Kirkuk itself is unalienably Kurdish regardless of the 
results of the census. As this vias one of the sticking points in 
the discussions leading to the settlement such an attitude clearly 
has its explosive possibilities. V/e can only v^ait and see. It 
may be that the Government are intending that the census should 
treat each Livia as a unit; indeed rumoiirs that they are adjusting 
the boundaries in Kirkuk Livia suggest that this may be their 
strategy. One factor vihich could well be decisive is the 
attitude of the Turkoman population of Kirkuk tovin and Liv^a. 

The Government has attempted to offer them blandishments in the 
form of national cultural rights, but they may viell feel that 
their interest lies in submerging their Turkoman nationality and 
calling themselves Kurds in order to ensirre a Kurdish administration 
in the area. This indeed seems to be the assumption of many 
Kurds. Conversely they may feel their interests are vdth the 
Arabs, (and again the Turkomans have shown little interest in the 
ideal of self determination in Kurdistan), in which case there 
could viell be serious trouble in Kirkuk after the announcement 
of the results of the census. 
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PeTelopment in the North According to *the Minister of Development for the Nbrthem 
areas of Iraqi Nuri ShawLsh [ sic]the advancement of the educatton and health servici 
transport and agriculture are the key tasks in the Government's development plans for 
^the North and it will be necessary to spend 19,000,000 dinars to implement those plans,. 
Besides this, special allocations of 8,400,000 dollars are planned in this year's Budget. 
Since the signtr^ of the declaration on the solution of the Kurdish question, the construct 
Ion of roads, 80 elementary and 20 secondary schools and 20 boarding schools has been 
undertaken. Measures are also being taken to enlarge the Kurdish university at 
Sulaymaniyah and to open faculties in other cities of the North where Kurds live. 

(Tanyxig in English 09. 50 GMT 17.6.70) *= 

World Bank Loan The World Bank is providing Israel's Industrial Bank witlTa 
25,000,000-dollar loan under a contract signed in Washington on 10th June. The money 
is mainly designed for buying equipment abroad, for new plants, and for the expansion of 
existing'factorles. (Israel in English 20.45 GMT 16.6,70) 

* A jV 

Under one of the biggest export deals ever concluded by an Israeli 
corporation, the Alliance Tire Corporation in Hadera will be e^qporting I£ 18,000,000 
worth of tyres to the USA over the rtext three years. (Israel in English 11.30 GMT cr 
19.6.70) ; 
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!*few Aehdi^ refinery Construction of the new Ashdod refinery,, which is in the planning 
stages, wilTbe begun in winter 1971 and will end in late 1972. The refinery's output 
will be 3,000,000 tons in the initial stage. K will cost 1£140,000,000. (Israel in 
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:ment Yaaqov Yinon has been appointed Director Oeimral of the Ministry 




registry No3 




[fairs; 
OGMT 


Cahana on 1st August. (Israel 


2.6 JUi 4 KUWAIT East German trade representation The East German Government has opened 

ial trade office in Kuwait. (ADN in German 15.49 GMT 22.6.70) 
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SUDAN 


^rtpg Ahmad Sulayman, Minister at Economy and Foreign 
rSnpply and Internal Trade^ who issued a statement on 18th 
sea and the Cioremmeni’s (termination to prevent profiteer- 
itement warning all t hoee in all provinces who deal in essentl 
tea and coffee, that any contravention of the fixed prices for., 
er the culprit liable to in^irieonment for not less than one an 
pins a ft. He warned that the law on the confiscation of tih 
of anyone who contravenes fixed prices '*witbont discrlmin-*, 
would be resolutely inaplenieoted, and caUed <» citisens to report all 
ing with prices. (Omdurman in Arabic 11.90 GMT 21.6.70) 


acting 


commodities v 
ore than seven 


at ion or 


on formation of valuation committees to 
oamantes. ME/3412/A/1) 


SofU 


> open os 18th June with a Bulgarian Airlines 
(Omdurman in Arabic 11.30 GMT 17.6.70) 


SYRIA A Humanism trade delegation led by Victor lonescn, Chairmim of the Rumanifl 
Chamber of Commerce, had talks in Damascus with (dficial and business circles on tl 
expsmsion of trade between Rumania and Syria smd on economic co-operation in connn 
with harbour works at Tartus, the development of the phosphate deposits sU (?Kniffis) 
the oil industry. (Agerpres in English 10.48 GMT 12.6.70, 10.19 GMT 17.6.70 and 
20.00 GMT 10. 6 . 7(» v r 


West 


ad Bin Uthman, Secretary of State fo] 
0,000 from the Germsm Development 
dam in the Bou Salem district and the 
m. fTAP in French 08.19 CMT 18.( 


to finance the coni 
development of an 





T^e Kurdish 



on. The government appeared to be beleaguered by rumours, about and 


criticism of the Kurdish settlement. The threat to punish the rumour-mongers in the manner the 


Government had punished the "spies" showed how seriously the authorities were taking the mat¬ 
ter. In fact, one Iraqi, described as a rumour-monger, has already been .presented on Iraqi 

in the same manner that the spies had been presented on television and radio to make 


CO 



ssions 


What these rumours were has not been disclosed —but one general criticism made was that 
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GIAL REPORTS. Cont'd 


Ira 



he regime made concessions to the Kurds in order to keep itself in powe 


11 z 


The most 



c cri¬ 


ticism has come from the breakaway communist faction led by Aziz A1 Haj« The faction charged 
that the agreement with the Kurds was made "in isolation from the people and the progressive fo¬ 


il 


The rumours have also been a cause of concern by Barzani and his followers —because he 

* 

waits to see the regime maintain the concessions made to the Kurds. Barzani has made several 
statements, carried by the Kurdish AL TAAKHI and by the other Baghdad newspapers, blaming, 
the rumours on subversive elements and appealing to all Kurds and Iraqis not to listen to them. 

This state of affairs appeared to have created the need on the part of the r-egime to strength 
en even further its relationship with Barzani. Also, the attitude of the "progressive forces" 
has prompted the ruling Baath Party to move to limit the projected "national front" to itself and 
to the Kurdish Democratic Party of Barzani. 


After his meeting with Barzani earlier this month, Mr Sidam Hussein said that the Govern 
ment was speeding up the implementation of the May 11th Declaration. He added that closer rel¬ 
ationship and cooperation with the KDP will be established. 

The KDP is due to hold its congress either at the end of this month or early next month 
to, among other things, nominate the Kurdish Vice President. This will be the first KDP congr¬ 
ess since the Kurdish settlement was reached in May. 

On the other hand, there has been no mention yet of setting the specific date for the 
census that is due to be undertaken of all the Iraqi population. Statements by Iraqi leaders earl¬ 
ier said that the census is expected next till —and UN technicians are to help in carrying it out. 
The idea of the census is to determine the size of the Kurdish population, its proportion to the 
o ver-all Iraqi population and to determine the concentrations of the Kurds in the northern areas. 
this is important for deciding the specific geographical regions where the Kurdish population 
forms a majority —because it will be there that the Kuzds will exercise autonomy as ; provided 
for under the March 11th Declaration. 


Organizational Level. That the meeting of the Ministers a few days ago was headed by Mr 

I 

Sidam Hussein showed again that he is the second executive after President A1 Bakr. The const 
itutional amendments late last year, made the President automatically a Prime Minister. As 
Vice Chairman of the RCC, Takriti is the effectual executive Vice President, and now the effe¬ 
ctual Vice Premier, although on paper the title of Vice Premier had been cancelled in the con¬ 
stitutional amendments. 

llus makes himseniar to tietwo Vice Presidents^ Saleh Mahdi Ammash and Hardan Abdel Ghaf- 
far Takriti, whose functions as Vice Presidents appear now to be more ceremonial and a form¬ 


ality than anything else 


been carrying out missions delegated 


President A1 Bakr. They, however, remain important in the regime by virtue of their member¬ 
ship in the RCC, which is the highest executive authority in Iraq now. 

The meeting of the district governors appeared to have been aimed to discuss the problems 
of the various districts and to try to find solutions to them. Emphasized at these meetings, ac¬ 
cording to RADIO BAGHDAD, were educational problems. The Government has been working 


hard to bzdng the schools and other educational .ins titutio as in the northern areas back to 


several vears of disruotion be 



Kurdish 
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I Bhould aolmovlcdgsd your rery interesting 

latter 1/U of 13 June 'before* It has been circulating 
widely and he only ;]ttst found its way back to ne* 


2. We hsTe also got the Inprwsslon here that negotla 
tlone hewe 'been running Into difficulty dnAthat the 
Iraqis will hare their work cut out if they are to 
produce a aubstantlYe progress report in tine for the 
two sain rewolutionary eelebrstions later this nonth* 
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